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	Target 
	What I have done in this assignment....

	
	
	

	Target 1
	Ensure that more key theorists are included in both discussion and referencing.
	I have included a theorist that best relates to this assignment specification. 

	Target 2
	Try to support your key messages with research, who agrees? Who disagrees?
	I have included many counter arguments throughout my commentary.

	Target 3
	Provide more counter arguments for recommendations made or critically evaluate aspects to be more cautious with.
	I have included counter arguments for recommendations such as, Forest Schools.

	Target 4
	Extend your reading to support your referencing.
	I have taken the time to further my research and find the correct links to support my referencing.



In every school the opportunities and challenges differ. Schools can deal with the same challenges, but it is how the individual school copes with the challenges that matter, which may include looking at the funds available within the school budget.  This can have a major impact on not just how the teachers are able to teach, but how the pupils learn and grow. One of the opportunities within my bridging school is that they have a wide range of resources available for parents, carers and the community to keep them up to date. Although, the opportunities within school A do have their major strengths they also have their own weaknesses. However, I think that the strengths may out balance the weaknesses as they can provide the opportunity for the future active members of society to take their positive mindsets and skills with them as they grow, providing them with the best outcome of life for them as individuals. 

Within School A’s communities they must work with parents and carers effectively, to provide the best support. During my time attending bridging days in School A, I found that they take extreme measures in making sure they cover as many queries as possible together with any worries parents or carers may have. To start, School A shares information through many links, including the term class letter, google classroom, information evenings, and the parent guide. They also have a Parents and Friends Association (PFA) and a Governing Body. The PFA is a small active group of parents and friends who organise the social and fund-raising events, together with running the Facebook page and any future meetings alongside the Governing Body who focus on the curriculum, health and safety, school safeguarding, the finance and the school building. They also have a Parent voice committee where parents are encouraged to give their opinions on the current curriculum as well as the content that is involved in the curriculum. School A celebrates the Eisteddfod together with other celebrations where themed videos are shared with parents with the use of Google Classroom. School A also has a website where there is an abundance of useful information for parents/guardians.  Guides for parents with tips for potty training your toddler, Big Maths resources, Spelling Shed, My Maths, and Reading Planet resources to help parents get involved with helping their child learn, not just in the school environment, but also at home too.  The school also gives the opportunity for parents to attend school trips to provide extra help, as taking classes on end of term trips can be extremely stressful and difficult. In addition to this, when parents attend school trips as extra help, they are also providing comfort and reassurance for their child, especially if they are experiencing any sort of anxiety. As well as this, it gives the teachers and parents time to get to know each other more, which can be a huge help for the outcome of the child (Inspiration Learning Centre, 2003).

Using this method of including parents, is not only beneficial for the parents/carers themselves but is also beneficial for the pupils.  This is because school is a big jump for foundation learners at the beginning of their journey, leading them to need extra support where possible. In relation, to that statement, School A hosts a Christmas concert as well as school fayres and harvests. A key factor that parents/carers hold within parental involvement is that they can offer information and advice for the teachers that they may not know about that individual pupil.  This can then give the teacher a chance to alter her teaching methods in a way that best fits that child.  Not only can this boost a child’s concentration but also their happiness and well-being, communication, and problem-solving skills, leading to them achieve the best they can whilst having a positive school experience. One of my online sources has simply stated that ‘With engagement, home and school come together as a team,’ (The Annie E. 2024). Another way that School A works with the community is that they teach Welsh in all classes as well as being used throughout the whole school.  They sing Welsh songs in class and in assemblies, say Welsh prayers, they also have Welsh displays throughout the school, Welsh books and they have Welsh based tuft trays. The advantages of teaching Welsh are that it gives children an insight into their wider community, as well as giving children a wider opportunity of different job choices for when they are looking for employment in the future (Gov, 2024). Nonetheless, quite a few schools may not be able to afford to purchase and bring into their school's Welsh resources, which means that the children may not get the full Welsh learning experience.  Although, in School A’s ESTYN report it clearly states that no pupils speak Welsh at home, and most pupils are from a White British background (ESTYN, 2018). The school also gives the opportunity for the pupils to develop their knowledge on the Welsh language by showing artists such as Catrin Williams and Lizzie Spikes (ESTYN, 2018).

Parents evenings also pay a significant role in parental involvement as it brings parents and carers closer together in the view that they are up to date with their child's learning, and how they are progressing. It also allows the parents to talk about any worries that they have with the teacher for them to decide what the best next step would be for that specific child. Although, parent's evenings are often seen in a good light they do have weaknesses. An example of a weakness is that they can often be rushed by teachers, leading to the parents not being able to learn about the strengths and weaknesses of their child (Parentapps. 2022). In addition, parent's evenings give the parents a chance to look at their child's ‘Tray and Display,’ which will consist of all their child's work from the current topic. This gives the parents a chance to openly see their child’s work in person to see how well they are achieving. 

A second main point that I would like to talk about is that the school works with the government to support less privileged pupils and their families. This is a growing subject in this current climate as prices of normal and luxury goods are increasing whilst the working class’s wages are staying the same, leading to more and more families struggling financially. In relation to this, School A and the Local Authority takes this into consideration and do the best they can to provide for those less fortunate families, for example, they provide free school meals.  In relation to School A the three-year rolling average for pupils eligible for free school meals is at 6% (ESTYN, 2018).  All children up to and including Year 3 get free school meals across Wales.  They also ask parents at the end of each year for any uniform that can be collected for parents who may not be able to afford brand new uniform.  This can be collected from the school for free. On top of this, they also provide free second-hand reading books so that children can go and choose a book to improve their reading and literacy skills without having to spend money on new books. Lastly, School A heavily supports the local food bank. They do this by asking parents to donate food whenever they are able.  This is not only for the harvest but any time over the school terms. With the school donating food and uniform, it heavily increases children's well-being as the home life for those pupils is made less stressful. Although food banks are highly beneficial for families, it can be quite time consuming for schools especially when there are school events being planned, for example, Christmas concerts, summer fayres, harvests, and other school activities (Soapbox, 2024).

Next, School A takes into consideration mental health within their practice, and this is done by them having a school council.  They also have a wide range of sensory toys these being, wind chimes, fidget toys, beanbags, weaving ribbon, emoji cushions, amongst other things. As these are easily provided for the children, it provides a series of benefits for example, they help with stress relief, they can improve concentration especially for pupils who experience symptoms of anxiety, ADHD, ADD, or any other learning difficulties which can provide the right amount of support for the children in order for them to complete their work (School Health. 2024). In addition to this, School A also takes part in Forest Schools. Forest Schools are an effective way of getting children outside and learning about the outdoor environment.  This can be done through a range of activities that not only will help expand the children’s knowledge but also will improve children's gross motor skills and their fine motor skills. For example, outdoor activities that have a major impact on the development of children's gross motor skills include jumping, climbing, throwing, and balancing. Whereas fine motor skills can be developed in forest schools by the children by simply painting, gardening, playing in sand, and using chalk (Natasha, 1984). In support of this, from research it states that Forest Schools are most beneficial for pupils who ‘struggle to concentrate and focus’ as they can be in a freer environment where the children can make their own decisions. It has also been said that Forest Schools have helped reduce behavioural issues within the classroom, leading to children being happier going to school and learning, on top of improving their individual mental health (Natasha, 1984). Although in the short run Forest Schools are seen as a good activity for children, they do have their negatives. The first one being that the weather in the UK is extremely unpredictable which means this will affect the planning for the school weeks. A further weakness is that health and safety play a massive role in Forest Schools, especially because it is foundation phase learners that take part in Forest Schools, and when running, climbing, and jumping accidents can easily occur (Thoko Ngcwatywa, 2023).

A key theorist that explains the importance of how the environment affects human development is Bronfenbrenner’s theory. He stated that child development is viewed as being a complex system of relationships that can be affected by multiple different environments and their surroundings, these consist of the school setting, and the child's immediate family. Within Bronfenbrenner's research he divided an individual's environment into five different titles, these being the microsystem, the mesosystem, the exosystem, the macrosystem and the chronosystem. In short, the microsystem means that other individuals can influence the child in their environment which can impact development. The mesosystem includes interactions between the different microsystems in that child's life, examples of this being ‘open communication’ between the child's parents and teachers which means that the same actions will be taken in school and at home. If this is applied within schools where parents and teachers can communicate efficiently and maintain a good relationship, then it can have a positive impact on child development (Simply Scholar, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Int_aBWSLLge][bookmark: _Int_qg3HCQmj][bookmark: _Int_4BXp3Lwn]Overall, it can be said that my bridging school has considered a wide variety of opportunities. It can also be said that they take a lot of time to try aid and assist pupils, their families and the community to the best of their abilities. By doing so, School A is able to help families and children to help maintain their mental health and have the best experience in school and at home as they can. Further from this, I think that the biggest role model within the early development stages with primary children, they are heavily influenced by their class teacher. Therefore, of the research and observations I have made, it has shown me that the way you act and hold yourself has a major influence on young children. In relation to the Qualification Teacher Staus (QTS) it states that as a teacher you must try maintain positive communication with parents about the pupil's achievements within that term and their well-being (GOV, 2011).
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