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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Investigating Volume Crime in the 21st Century Using Modern and Advanced Technology
INTRODUCTION:

The research will consist of in the currently used methods in which police in England and Wales use to investigate volume crimes and how effective these investigation methods are using modern day technology which may not have been available to the police during the 20th century. 

The research proposed will be used to explore the ways in which crimes such as thefts, burglaries and robberies for example are investigated and what current technology can be utilised by the police to track and locate stolen items whether it be using forensics, digital forensics or simpler techniques and bring offenders to justice. I would like to find out the detection rates for these crimes and analyse what the figures show and compare the figures from early 21st Century to the modern day to understand trends and new initiatives in investigating.  

I think that understanding the standards which officers such as detectives adhere to whilst investigating volume crime and the investigative methods, they use during the investigation will benefit not only myself but other inexperienced police constables as it can show potential lines of enquiries which one may not already have considered.

On completion of my research, I am hoping that i will be able to understand investigating volume crime and be able to impart my findings and methods onto other police officers so that they can become aware of good practices, as well as understand how the public can assist in an investigation using modern technology assisting investigations. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


1) Throughout my research I will aim to examine data which  on average how much volume crime gets reported in England and Wales annually and I would like to see how these statistics have changed since the start of the 21st Century up until modern day. I would also like to take into consideration culture changes which have taken place throughout this time period and understand why some crimes are more prevalent than others. 

2) Through researching, I aim to  collect the data samples which shows detection rates of volume crimes and understand the areas of England and Wales which are most targeted when it comes to volume crime and take into consideration factors of why the crime rates in certain places may be higher than others.


3) I am going to research the technologies which are utilised by the police throughout the course of an investigation and look into the methods which are used including modern day technologies such as trackers, smart water, artificial intelligence and ANPR cameras to name a few aides in investigating. 

4) With all the research that I find I wish to compile the research and see if I can establish a way in which the methods for investigating volume crime can be brought into most policing aspects. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will look to seek online articles which are focused around modern day technologies which police in England and Wales use to investigate and I will also try to see if there are other methods in which modern technology is used in policing around the world and try to understand if the way other police forces use of technology could benefit police in England and Wales. 

I will also look for articles about advanced technology such as artificial intelligence and learn how this could be implemented within the police services to enhance investigations and analyse patterns in crimes. 

I will examine text books such as the Black Stones book series which focus on investigations and current legislation which is used in the assistance of investigations such as Police and Criminal Evidence Act and Regulations Investigatory Powers Act and understand how these effect and benefit investigations. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To research the topic which I am interested in I will look to research in a number of ways:
1) I will read into the topics using current legislation, reading online articles regarding my chosen topic and read texts books such as Black Stones to enhance my knowledge of the way volume crime is investigated and the technological methods used. 
2) I will work within the departments in my police force and understand how a detective uses the proposed investigation methods in their day-to-day investigations and study the effectiveness of the methods used. 
3) I will conduct a survey regarding current methods which are used by the police in England and Wales and consider how new approaches with the available technology in the world could potentially enhance volume crime detections and identifications. 
4) I will study new and already existing technological tools which assist police in their investigation and understand how existing tools are utilised and propose ideas on how new technology can be implemented.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will ask for police officers who investigate volume crime to participate in my surveys to ascertain how they already conduct enquiries into volume crime and see what technology they use to assist them. 
I will also seek the public to take part in my survey to get their perspective on how technology is used in the modern world and how they think some technological advancements can be implemented in policing. 
I am hoping that by including the public, they are able to understand the powers and tools that police can lawfully use throughout the course of an investigation without breaching legislation such as the Human Rights Act 2010 or Regulations Investigatory Powers Act. 
This will be the best sample for my research as it will provide insight to policing methods and public perception on crime. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES: 

At present, I can not think of any ethical issues in my proposal. The methods which I will include in my findings will consist of methods and technologies which the public are aware of and will not consist of covert methods.  I will also take into consideration legislation which is put in place to protect the public throughout the course of an investigation. 

	TIME SCALE:

I will look to progress my research every month and have hoped to achieved a new chapter in my research so that I am effectively able to conduct the research and find and show the data to support it. 
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