 


Introduction 
The purpose of this assignment was to find the needs of a family in a case study. Why were they referred? What are the tell-tale signs of vulnerability, which agencies do they need to be referred to? What are the reasons for them to be in this position and any domestic violence issues? Who are the people that are affected? The case highlights that a mother and her four children were considered in the referral. The youngest child is affected by disability, two secondary school aged daughters and another son of working age was in care previously. The family is reliant on income support meaning nobody of working age is in employment.
Task 1:
In this case family D is in a vulnerable situation due to many factors such as housing need, domestic violence issue from mothers’ non-residential partner, the youngest son of primary school age is affected by disability, physically impaired are more vulnerable because of limitations and dependent on others. Single parenting, income poverty, material deprivation, service poverty and participation poverty. Leading to high risk of poor mental & physical health and overall growth and development of children and young people.
Poverty has devastating impact on children’s lives, missing out on basic meals, sleeping in freezing bedrooms, being bullied in school. Experience social deprivation, behavioural problems, as well as not achieving fullest academically, face employment difficulties in adult life along with many other effects. According to CPAG (2020) 4.1 million children were living in poverty in UK in 2017-18 and that figure is set to rise to 5.2 million by 2022. 
The effects of poverty can be felt at every level of society and this is usually interrelated in such way that problem do not ever occurs alone. Constant stress lead to problems and deprive people the chance to play full part in society. Effecting the economic growth, loss of funding following Brexit will affect poorer areas, impacting country’s stability & significantly reducing the tax revenues such a drastic impact of poverty on politics.
Task 2:
Family is in higher level of vulnerability due to domestic violence from mother’s non-residential partner putting herself and children in serious danger, single parenting, disability affecting youngest child and eldest child was in care previously, re-housing leading to mental and physical trauma of entire family.
They are facing financial difficulties due mother being unemployed and on benefits, unable to provide adequate necessities for the family, constant stress and worries effecting the family life and relationship. Material deprivation, service poverty and participation poverty lead to increased high risk for adverse mental health related outcomes and overall growth and development of children and young people. Having a disabled child is emotionally, physically and financially draining, being able to access additional support through local authorities will make a tremendous difference in aiding the child to engage and develop in social activities. 
 Task 3:
The family became subject of assessment due to domestic violence from mothers’ non-residential partner, re-housing needs, financial difficulties and disability effecting the youngest child. Main problem was schooling for the children, employment for mother and training or employment support for eldest son. Agencies involved were neighbourhood services, hospital, young people’s team, education services, jobcentre plus, connexions and leaving care team.
[bookmark: _Hlk35037967]Local authorities have a duty to secure accommodation made available for people who are homeless and in priority need under the Housing Act 1996 (HR, 21015). The local hospital will provide necessary support, treatment and care for the disable son. Social workers will help to support and strengthen the family relationship, getting counselling through GP’s or specialist. Neighbourhood services will assist with re-housing needs  and benefit entitlement. Under Every Child Matters 2003 Policy the five key principles which all children have rights from birth to 19 are be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well-being. Each agency has responsibility and duty of care to specifically help the family with various needs. 
Task 4:
Actions taken by the relevant agencies had positive outcome for this family, as each agency recognised issues that were affecting each individuals. Providing mother with training and employment opportunities, connexions services support for older children in locating youth facilities, educational needs, suitable schooling for disable child. Mother was in denial of having any other problem other than housing needs, but responded well with further training sessions, eventually realising the need to change for betterment of her family.
The project helped the mother and her children to overcome some barriers and make positives changes for their future. Mother felt  more confident on her parenting skills as well as the family were happier and calmer. Reappearance of the partner could impact the family negatively and does not state if any action was taken against him. Early intervention could have stopped the problems from escalating.
Overall appropriate services were provided for the family and running this project for long term would benefit the family much more. Regular reviewing and monitoring process will ensure their safety.  Most importantly speaking to children and find out their thoughts and feelings about the situation and whether they want the farther figure to be part of their family life. Provide counselling for the partner to improve the situations and if things don’t improve remove him completely by obtaining legal services and getting restraining order, ensure safety and wellbeing of children as violence has devastating long term impact on overall growth and development of children and young people. It is vital that the family stay on the list of the core support group long term for their betterment. 
Outcome of group work:
Working in a group has been somewhat interesting, as we were able to help one another through each task as and when needed. Some people put more effort than others. Would I choose the same people for future group task? Most definitely no because some of them lacked commitment and understanding of group task. I prefer to work with people who have genuine passion and drive and motivation to excel as they indirectly help me to excel my learning.
To summarise the family needed support from the local authorities on re-housing needs, finance, domestic violence, schooling, employment support and disability effecting younger child. Appropriate support was provided for entire family through various services to meet their needs leading to better outcome for the family.
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Appendix
Effects of Poverty on Children:
Family D is in a vulnerable situation due to many reasons such as lack of income, disability, single parent, domestic violence and many more issues
Poverty has devastating impact on children’s lives, overall well-being. This can lead to missing out on basic meals, sleeping in freezing bedrooms, experiencing bullying in school. Drastically reducing their future prospect along with many other effects and is the greatest cause of suffering on earth.
According to CPAG (2020) 4.1 million children were living in poverty in UK in 2017-18 and that is expected to rise to 5.2 million by 2022
· Experience mental health issues 
· Poor physical health such as disability makes them defenceless as they are reliant on others 
· Children may turn to self-harm as they feel powerless due to emotional & psychological impact 
· Chronic stress can be toxic for developing brains
· Low self-esteem & lack confidence
· Not achieving to the fullest academically
· Most likely to experience bullying & stigma in school
· Unsafe feeling, intimidation, fear & emotional manipulation 
· Experience social deprivation
· Behavioural problems ( irritate or provoke others)  
· Poor quality of housing impacts their health
· Employment difficulties in adult life

(Child Poverty Action Group, 2020)

Child poverty Levels in the UK:
[image: ]
(Source: Child poverty action group)

Under Social Metrics Commission definition of poverty  below is an estimated number of people in poverty: 2000/01 to 2017/18 (Full Fact, 2020)
[image: ]
Source: Social Metrics Commission: Measuring poverty 2019 graph.

Effects of Poverty on Society: 
[bookmark: _Hlk34525727]The effects of poverty can be felt at every level of society and this is usually interrelated in such way that problem do not ever occur alone, in family D’s case bad living conditions and violent environment may lead to high risk of poor health and overall development of children and young people. Leading to marginalisation and even discriminations because of financial situation. Low income and unemployment create a bad environment where children can’t go to school due to material deprivation, those who do attend, don’t see how their hard work will improve prospects. Constant stress lead to problems and deprive people the chance to play full part in society. 
· Unable to access necessities such as food, water, housing 
· Being a victim or perpetrator of crime
· Psychological impact on both, young & old
· Teenage parenthood  
· Unrest, tension and social dived
· Drugs or alcohol problems
· Crime prevents business from thriving
· Generates uncertainty and instability 
· Uneducated adults and children nurture more unemployment
· Leads to chronic long-lasting poverty
· Shorter life expectancy 

(poverties.org, 2011)
Poverty Impacts Politics:
According to Professor Philip Alston the UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights, (2018)  the UK “Poverty is a Political choice”, Austerity could have easily spared the poor,  if the political will had existed to do so.”  As UK is the world’s 5th largest economy in the this seems patently unjust & contrary to British values so many people living in poverty (The Lancet public Health, 2018).
· Impacts on the economic growth
· Loss of funding following Brexit this will affect poorer areas
· Affects immigration flow
· Impacts the country’s stability
· Affects international trade
· Significantly reducing tax revenue
(The Lancet Public Health, 2018)

Services within the area:
· Neighbourhood services (housing needs)
· Health 
· Education 
· Volunteer agency
· Job centre plus 
· Career services
· Community resources
· Leaving care team 
· Hospital 
· Youth services 
· Connexions 

Future Influences of Poverty:
[image: ]
Source: HM Government
Who has experienced abuse?
The graph highlights what % of men and women aged 16 -59 surveyed  reported having experienced some form of domestic abuse.
[image: ]
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Table 2: Relative Influence of factors on future poverty

Factor
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Parental Quallfications:
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Home Leaming Environment

'Non-Cognitive Development

Parental Il Health and Disabilty

Chid il Health

Long-term Worklessness & Low Eamings Medium Low

Famil Sizo Medium BB  Viecium
Neighbourhood Medium Low Medium
Family Instabilty Medium Low Medlum
Drug & Alcohol Dependency Low  Hgh  Low
Housing Low EOWIN  \iecium
Debt Low ESWAN  Viecum





image5.png
Who has experienced abuse?

Percentage of men and women aged 16-59 surveyed who reported having
experienced some form of domestic abuse* since they were 16, by type of abuse
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* This does not include the newer coercive control offence, but does include family,
partner, phsyical, sexual and non-physical abuse, and stalking.

Wales: year ending March 2018, Appendix Table 1

Source: ONS, Domestic abuse: findings from the Crime Survey for England and
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