BMHP6027- Week 5 Activity
Assistive Technology Presentations
Objective:
Work in groups to research and present a type of assistive technology used in elderly care. The aim is to evaluate how this technology supports older people and understand its practical benefits and challenges.
Instructions:
Step 1: Get into Groups
• Your lecturer will assign you to a group of 4–6 students.
• Each group will focus on one assistive technology. This may be assigned or chosen from a list.
Examples of Technologies:
· Mobility Aids-e.g. electric wheelchairs, walkers, stairlifts
· Wearable Devices-e.g. smartwatches, fall detection systems
· Home Adaptations-e.g. smart lighting, voice assistants
· Robotic Aids-e.g. Paro, Pepper, Giraff
· Emergency Response Systems (PERS)-e.g. LifeAlert
Step 2: Research Your Technology (10–15 mins)
Use the internet or other provided resources to answer these key questions:
1. What is the technology?
   What does it do and how does it help older adults?
2. What are the benefits?
   How does it improve safety, health, or independence?
3. What are the challenges?
   Are there barriers like cost, access, or digital skills?
4. Any real-world examples?
   Has it been used successfully in elderly care?

Step 3: Group Presentation (5 minutes per group)
Each group will present their findings to the class. Use the outline below to structure your presentation:
Presentation Outline:
· Introduction-Name and describe your assigned technology (1 min)
· Key Features-Explain how it works and what it is designed to do (1–2 mins)
· Benefits-Describe how it supports older people’s independence and wellbeing (1–2 mins)
· Challenges-Highlight any drawbacks or limitations (1 min)
· Conclusion-Summarise your thoughts and suggest possible improvements (1 min)
Tip: Use real-life examples to help explain how the technology works in practice.
Step 4: Whole-Class Discussion (10–15 mins)
After all groups present, we’ll reflect on what we’ve learned. Think about:
• Which technologies seemed most effective, and why?
• What challenges were common across different technologies?
• How can these tools work together to support elderly care?
• What could be done to make these tools more accessible?

Reflection:
Write a short paragraph in response to one of the following:
• Which technology do you think will have the biggest impact in the future, and why?
• How would you improve one of the technologies to better meet the needs of older people?

