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Fire safety in a hotel Is very crucial, as employees and guest’s safety are at risk. This means that if a fire were to break out, not only will the business be financially affected, structurally damaged but many lives could be lost by guests not knowing where to go or what to do. In a guidance document published by the (Home Office 2008) in compliance with the law, it says, “the fire safety law applies to anyone who has paying guests”. 
This law was created in 2005 but was not introduced until 2006 and is known as The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. The Order is enforced by the fire & rescue services and is designed to prevent fires from occurring as well as placing responsibility to individuals such as owners, managers, and employers. It requires a ‘responsible person’ to ensure that the risk of fire does not occur by taking measurable steps to prevent it. In the HM Government Fire safety risk assessment sleeping accommodation guidelines booklet (2006) it states that, Responsibility for complying with the Order rests with the ‘responsible person.’ In a workplace, this is the employer and any other person who may have control of any part of the premises, e.g., the manager or owner. Meaning the ‘responsible person’ has the responsibility to ensure risk assessments are carried out, fire equipment is available, train the staff and can identify any risks or fire hazards within the premises.
[bookmark: _Int_Yt4541QE]Breaching the Fire Safety Order could lead to unlimited fines by the government if findings conclude that the fire safety standards have not been met as stated here by the government, “Building owners could face unlimited fines following new measures being brought in to strengthen fire safety” (Home Office, 2021). The London Fire Brigade, (2022) wrote a safety warning news article about a hotel owner who breached the fire safety order and was fined, suspended, and subsequently charged with several breaches. It said “A hotel owner has been ordered to pay £50,000 after he continued to take guests despite being issued with a prohibition notice for serious fire safety failings. He also received custodial sentences and suspended for two years,” (LFB, 2022). Depending on the seriousness, other breaches can lead to closures of the hotels and prison sentences can be imposed, the ‘responsible person’ can also be prosecuted as an individual rather than on a corporate basis (Enfield door ,2021).
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