Assignment 1 - Write a summary of a subject of debate within your chosen discipline. – 1000 words
	In an article posted in October of 2024, archaeologists where fighting claims about an advanced civilisation and one specific one that they looked at was Gӧbekli Tepe. Some believed that there was an advanced global civilisation around 20,000 years ago during the ice age and that it was mysteriously destroyed with all its settlements and monuments due to the sea levels rising. Gӧbekli Tepe is a 11,000-year-old archaeological site in Turkey, and many people of the public believed that it was built by a society with farming, which is also what the original excavators believed. They did more research on the surrounding animal bones and seeds in the area; they figured the monuments at this location were built by hunter gatherers. In this article it’s said that ‘the absence of evidence isn’t necessarily the evidence of absence’ which I think is a good quote when you begin to look for civilisations showing up in these places from thousands of years ago. The debate whether hunter-gatherers had the mental head space to build such a complex site in the time with the tools they had or whether they where already going towards an agricultural transition, challenges the assumptions of what older civilisations where capable of building such organized projects such as the Gӧbekli Tepe monument. According to archaeologists Gӧbekli Tepe was a pre-pottery neolithic site that should’ve had farming economies, social hierarchies, permanent settlements... etc. But its pre-dating large scale agriculture by thousands of years.
	In another article posted in September of 2024 they talk about how Gӧbekli Tepe is believed to be THE oldest temple in the world. While being at least twice as old as Stonehenge and the Great Pyramids of Giza. Along with being built by hunter gatherers it’s believed that it may have been built to worship the dog star ‘Sirius’. In old carvings in the limestone archaeologists believed that it was to represent humans, or some sort of mythical humanoid being, however now they are changing their minds on what they believe the interpretations could be at this site. A total of less than 10% of Gӧbekli Tepe has been excavated since its discovery in the 1990s. in 2022 they stated they believed it would take decades to complete the excavation, but it doesn’t seem like any push to go faster is happening. Many reports have claimed that the work there had stopped but archaeologists have shut down those claims with plans to keep excavating on the site over a period of about 150 years. A Dr. Clare has also denied the accusations that the site had been damaged and that was the reason for the slow excavation. A Dr Sweatman has claimed that the Gӧbekli Tepe is the world’s oldest Calander, which is where he believed that a comet strike triggered a mini-ice age which lasted more then 1,000 years. [known as the younger Dryas impact hypothesis] and this hypothesis creates a lot of divides in opinion between other scientists and archaeologists. as they were ‘keen observers of the sky’ they thought it to make sense if their world had been destroyed by a comet strike.
	An article written in august of 2024 states that there has been segments on a history channel, with ‘government cover-ups’ where Gӧbekli Tepe had popped up in multiple episodes, where the host announced that Gӧbekli Tepe ‘challenges our understanding of the past’ and even brings up the possibility of aliens for the help making of this monument due to it seeming too complex for any humans especially at that time to build. The reason they believe it to be too complex is because it is famous for its large circular structures that contain huge stone pillars, which are mostly all decorated with sculptural reliefs – not only of animals but humans. The site is 20 acres and is completely covered with buildings, cisterns and domestic structures. He decided that this meant the site would not have supported population via agriculture which led him to believe it was not only pre-pottery and pre-agriculture but held the worlds first evidence of religious worship in a monument with circular structures [Schmidt 2000;2010]. Schmidt was working on excavating the site from the mid-1990s until he unfortunately passed away during an accident in 2014. After that work on the site was part of a project in the university of Istanbul, Sanliurfa museum and a German archaeological institute. Where they found that only one of the large, pillared structures had been fully excavated. However, there is a lot of misinformation being spread about the site, and a lot of it is based on a book “Göbekli Tepe: Genesis of the Gods: The Temple of the Watchers and the Discovery of Eden [Collins 2014]”, this book contains many claims regarding the site, with a feature of a well known promoter involving the ice age civilization that was destroyed, passing its knowledge on to the hunter-gatherers.
	Some archaeologists believe that religion led to civilization, and they believe that this monument is no different. They believe it may have caused large scale ritual or religious activities which may have led those groups to eventually develop agriculture.


