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Introduction and statistics. 
Gender plays a large role in crime and has done for a very long time, this is because a large percentage of crimes that are committed are done by males. The Ministry of Justice has published its findings for the role that gender plays in crime for the year 2021 in England and Wales. They also published the percentage difference between the population of both countries, the results are as follows, women made up 51% of the population in England and Wales as opposed to a lower percentage of males. The interesting statistic is that for all of the arrests made that year females only account for 15% of the arrests which means that 85% of the arrests that year were against men. According to Statista, the number of arrests made during 2021/22 was around 646,988 recorded arrests in England and Wales. And looking back at what we know from the Ministry of Justice that 85% of the arrests made during that year were men, this leaves a figure of roughly 549,939 male arrests during 2021/22. Now that we have established the role that gender plays in crime it is vital to understand the types of crimes being committed by both males and females within the UK as this plays a role in the public perception of both genders, the majority of crimes that are committed by male offenders are serious crimes, roughly 80-90%. ( Study Smarter 2022 ) These serious crimes are often robbery and violence, as well as 98% of sexual offenders being comprised of males. (Ministry of Justice, 2019). Now that we have the understanding that the crimes committed by males make up the majority of serious crimes within the UK it is important to understand the types of crimes that women in the UK commit. In 2021 the Ministry of Justice published its findings into the role that gender plays in crime within the UK as well as outlying the most common indictable offence women commit in the UK, that being theft from shops in the UK. This crime accounted for 21% of all crimes committed by women in the UK for that year with around 6 thousand women being prosecuted for the offence in comparison 8% of theft from shops were committed by males. What does this tell us? Men in the UK are accountable for the vast majority of all serious crimes being committed whereas the most common indictable offence that a woman in the UK committed was a non-serious crime of theft from a shop. This information is vital to understand the gender difference in criminality as well as the perception of both genders in the eyes of the public. As this information is public it is safe to assume that the perception of the genders is that males are much more likely to be violent criminals and to pose a threat to committing serious crimes, whereas women are much more likely to commit small and non-serious or threatening crimes. 

Perceptions of criminality based on gender.

Why may this be the perception and trend we see? 
In a journal published by a female criminologist by the name of Pamela Davies in 2003, she believes that it may be because women are seen as victims first before anything else. She outlined that even when women are being convicted of criminal offences they are still viewed as victims as well as the women committing the crimes have a noble reason for doing so as the title of the journal is “Women and crime: doing it for the kids? “ this title indicates that the women that are being viewed at as victims first and criminals later were doing what they had to do for the children. Is this still happening, well as it is difficult to find out the intentions that the women have when committing theft from the shops the trend of theft being the most common offence being committed can also indicate that perhaps the contents of the journal are still relevant today and perhaps they were stealing from the shops for the sake of their children. The idea that men are seen as non–victims and women are seen as victims first may still be a prevalent issue in today’s society. In a book published by Pamela Davies a female criminologist in 2007, she states that the chapters in the book aim to illustrate and gather information on the relationship between victimhood and criminal victimisation, in the summary of the book findings it is made clear that through the work conducted and the information gathered into victimology that males are viewed as being incapable of victims in the eyes of the public. The book also tells us that the media play a huge effect in the victimisation of men and women, the book states that the media have control of what the public sees as we still know is very much the case today. Davies believed that the media plays a large role in the idea that men are seen as being incapable of being victims due to their violent nature by design as well as through the types of crimes that are committed by men which is also shown in the book with statistics from 2007 which also show the trend of male serious crime. 

Review of the research gathered.

With all the information gathered thus far, we can see a pattern forming of the difference in views of both male and female criminality. Males are viewed as violent offenders who are incapable of being seen as victims in any given circumstances in a scenario involving a woman, and women are seen as victims first and incapable for the most part of committing serious and violent crimes. Can the same be said for the sentencing that these opposite genders receive for the same offence they commit?
While there is no evidence to indicate that male and female offenders of the same crime receive different sentences within the UK courts the question of gender favoured sentences must still be asked to ensure that a male or a female receives a lesser sentence purely based on their gender. To ensure this does not happen within the UK courts there are sentencing guidelines for both the magistrates’ courts for less severe offences where most crimes committed by women are held and the crown court for serious offences where most crimes committed by males are held. For each type of crime there are sentencing guidelines that must be followed to ensure that the correct sentence is given for the offence committed and amongst the guidelines are mitigating and aggravating factors that can drastically change the outcome of a sentence (sentencingcouncil.org.UK, 2023) 
The only clear difference between the two genders and the sentences they receive in the courts is that many of the crimes committed by men such as sexual assault, rape and robbery are dealt with in the crown court whereas the vast majority of offences females commit are dealt with in the magistrate’s court. This means that women will receive a shorter sentence than men and will receive lesser punishments such as fines than men as the sentences for the offences that women commit are not as severe as the punishments for an offence committed by a male as the offence Is less severe. And the overarching idea of the courts is that less severe offences receive less severe punishments no matter who committed the act.
In a book called Feminist Theories written by Claire Renzetti published in 2009 and last modified in 2018 it states that several feminist theories as well as the concepts they put out share similar views and ideals such as the idea that socially constructed ideas of genders and their effects on people to commit crimes play a large part in the disparity between men and women and the crimes they commit, the book also illustrates how these socially constructed gender roles that have been assigned to both men and women play a large role in the public perception of both genders in the victimisation of those genders. The social idea of masculinity and femininity are large factors in the reason why women commit less serious offences and are seen as victims and why men are seen as violent and incapable of being victims due to their masculine nature. These ideals that society has constructed over decades stereotype both genders and assign them both roles to play in the criminality of those genders and how they are viewed in society. The ideals and concepts of female criminologists that illustrate how society views men and women in terms of criminality demonstrate how both men and women are treated differently in terms of crime, and the concepts tell us that the opinions of the public are about their gender more than any other factor such as their social class, their economic background, their geographical location and the upbringing of that person. These are all considerable factors that need to be taken into consideration with criminality, and some of the articles and books that have been mentioned also agree with this determination. 

Conclusion.
Gender in terms of criminality and the role it plays in crime as we know it has drastically changed over the decades, however since the early 2000s we have seen a shift in focus of how we analyse genders and their role in crime. in an article published In 2000 on gender and policing the article outlines how that times have changed and how crimes across the globe now have to be analysed through “ a gender looking glass” (Gender and policing, 2000). What this means is that looking at different crimes happening all across the world through this gender-looking glass is that previous methods of understanding crime were inadequate and that new methods and concepts would be needed to understand the role that gender has on crime. through the research conducted and the literature reviewed it is clear to see that both males and females are viewed differently in terms of their criminality and their deviance, men are viewed as dangerous and violent due to the nature of the crimes they commit being serious and harmful to others more often than not in a physical manner, men are also seen as incapable of being victims themselves when that is simply not the case as we have seen across the world where men themselves can chose not to be violent and also the number of men who have been on the receiving end of violence is around 1 in every 6-7 men being victims of domestic abuse. On the other end of the spectrum women are viewed as very feminine and incapable of committing any serious offence as indicated by the statistics for the number of women who are prosecuted for serious offences being drastically lower than men. Women tend to commit less serious crimes, the most common indictable offence being theft from a shop within the UK. This is why women are seen as victims as well as other factors outlined by feminist criminologists who sometimes suggest that perhaps the offences committed by women were done for a noble cause, often for the sake of a child. However even with these perceptions that the public has of these two genders and their roles in criminology the sentencing that they receive Is not wavered or affected by their gender as evidence shows us that the sentencing guidelines for both the magistrates and crown court are the only legal pieces of evidence that can alter the outcome of a person sentence.
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