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How do you think the authors came up with the ideas for the research which led to these publications?
A new English translation by the author led to further research into ‘untapped areas’, and questions of authorship and purpose could be explored. Webster stresses the importance of everyday life within the annals which has been disregarded as a source of information. Previously, only the major events were seen as useful, which led to missing out on building ‘some of the most comprehensive illustrations of life in the medieval period’.  
How do you think the authors actually did the research that led to these publications?
The research could have been done by visiting the annals in the British Library, working with secondary translations, and translating the text themselves. The research into the marginalia and editing would require thorough analyse of the folios themselves, and the cataloguing of the scribes throughout the text would have all required seeing the manuscripts in person or in high quality online. The secondary research would have been gathered in libraries and reading many sources, to discover where and what the annals had been used for previously, whilst also consulting publications referring to it directly.
What primary sources are used by the authors?
Webster strongly uses primary sources to argue their claims. They cross-reference the focus of the publication, the Annals of Dunstable Priory, with other primary sources. They place the manuscript contextually whilst discussing its contents and how they related to the world around them. They use the folios to identify and discuss note marginalia, palaeography, and other handwritten details, to discuss the creation and context of the annals, and in determining the importance of certain fragments. The translated English version is used to discuss the involvement of Dunstable Priory with their local community and wider affairs, and what the Priory considered memorable. Together, they are used to decipher the usage of the Annals itself within the priory and the community. The other primary sources seem to have been chosen to serve as a comparison and placement of the annals within the genre’s norms. 
Where and how do you think the authors accessed the particular primary sources that are used?
The primary sources were published in books, except the two manuscripts. Seeing the folios in person would have been incredibly helpful for new research, especially looking into what has been previously seen as unimportant. The books would have been from academic libraries, perhaps not their resident university, but from a shared range of other libraries they would have access to being a researcher or university staff, sometimes books are in limited distribution and have to be hunted down.
Can you identify instances where the authors have accessed materials from archives or other specialist repositories? And if so, which?
The Annals of Dunstable Priory are held by the British Library. It is the only surviving copy. The British Library has a very extensive digitised library; however, Cotton MS Tiberius A. X and Royal MS 13 E. VI are only viewable by application to the reading room staff.
Can you identify instances where the authors may have accessed materials from online collections or databases? And if so, which?
They seem to have used all physical copies of books; however, they potentially saw some manuscripts on online databases. 
How do the authors' use of primary sources inform their arguments? In what ways do the primary sources add to the historiographical debates which the article/chapters contribute to?
There is frequent reference and inclusion of the source material by Webster, both in the original Latin and an English translation. Webster uses the primary sources to create a detailed analyse of Dunstable priory’s connection with the local community and the bigger world. The analysis of the scribes, annotations, and editing is used to interpret how used the Annals were created, and for what purposes. Other primary sources than the annals themselves are used to contextualise them in the genre itself.
4. Summary task - Now make notes in response to these three issues:
1. List as many different types of primary source which you can identify in the articles/chapters.
Manuscripts – Annals, translations. 
2. List any archives that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
The British Library.
3. List any online sources that you can identify as having been used in the composition of the articles/chapters. Feel free to speculate here if it is not immediately apparent.
To search for relevant passages in books or articles, online searches could have been performed, this is usually quite helpful in locating information within texts and references.
