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[bookmark: _Hlk528597259]Evaluate the concept of critical pedagogy as a useful tool for understanding modern educational practice.

The specifics of education and the structure of learning for students is a complex and ongoing debate in modern society. Should students learn from rote learning, curiosity learning or experiential learning? Philosophers such as Henry Giroux and Paulo Freire created an educational theory termed critical pedagogy. Critical pedagogy establishes a method of learning with a goal to create a better learning environment and to provoke a change in the world which would promote freedom and equality (Freire, 1998). 
At the root of critical pedagogy is the understanding of the connection between authority and knowledge. Critical pedagogy is a philosophy stimulated from critical education theory, created by Paulo Freire in 1968 where he addressed the concept in his book The ‘Pedagogy of The Oppressed’. In this book Freire explains his ideal education revolution where; the learning journey focuses on creative intelligence and life experiences, student teacher learning is promoted, and education practices freedom. Freires blueprint of an education revolution described a means of students learning to self-manage life opposed to preparing students for careers and labour (Freire, 2004). Freire first created critical pedagogy in Brazil where he taught citizens through literature, Freire did this as an aim to empower the society to remove itself from oppression. The main concept of critical pedagogy today is empowering individuals to work towards an equal society and produce an unbiased universal education system. Critical pedagogy mainly focuses upon the working-class and disadvantaged individuals to gain their right to a successful future and to believe that they can gain power through knowledge, regardless of their social class (Darder et al, 2009). 
Critical pedagogy is created from an ideology, which is a set of beliefs and values. There are various beliefs held to the purpose of education. Because of this, many different educational ideologies exist. Radical Education is an ideology that critiques the traditional education system. Radical education fosters the belief that an individual’s academic ability focuses on power and hierarchy however, radical education helps individuals realise they have the power to change their lives regardless of inequalities (Apple, 1990). When one ideology becomes dominant it becomes known as Hegemony. Hegemony represents a prevalent ideology where the most powerful and authoritative have dominance within leadership. An example of Hegemony is the government leadership in schools, the government has dominance over what schools teach, how they teach it and who teaches it which in many theories of education is related to social class. Critical pedagogy highlights that hegemony affects education, students in modern educational practice are missing out on receiving an equal education because of inequalities such as social class, gender, colonisation, sexuality and race (Darder et al, 2009).
Critical pedagogies encourage progressive education, the introduction of student-centred learning and education alternatives have since been implemented as an action of this movement. Critical pedagogy recognises that not all students have the same ability to learn and develop in the same way and desires equality in schools, therefore this has seen the development of a progressive educational movement (Fielding, 1945). 
Critical pedagogy has discovered that public schools do not allow children to become free thinking individuals and children are not expressive of their creativity. John Taylor Gatto’s book Dumbing us Down (1991) defines that schools do not educate children to be successful in their future but to teach them to be dependent and obey orders from others with more authority and power than themselves. Paulo Freires critical pedagogy envisions a classroom where students and teachers learn together, and students are freely open to express their ideas. Since the creation of critical pedagogy in the 1980s there has been an increase of progressive education in schools. Progressive education is an educational movement based on critical pedagogy by critics of traditional education theory. Critical pedagogy highlights the need for modern-day educational practice with focus on experiential learning and cognitive development (Freire, 2004). 
An example of modern-day educational practice is the Montessori school, the idea of which was created by Maria Montessori, an influential educationalist. This method of education features a school which is completely child-centred, encouraging collaborative play and discovery learning. This education method was created to benefit disadvantaged children, which would initially allow children from a lower social class to receive an enriching and worthwhile education. In a Montessori school there is no formal structure, however, children will be set several tasks to complete during the week, but they may choose when and how they complete them. Teachers have a new role as guides, in these roles they simply help children in their learning journey instead of instructing them on what to do and how to complete their tasks. The guides will learn to recognise when a student is prepared to learn a new skill, this differentiates from the current public education system where children learn new skills based on their age. Lastly the Montessori method of education will encourage freedom of the children and encourage them to follow their natural instincts throughout their learning journey to help them gain independent skills (Montessori, 1949). The Montessori’s overall ethos is to allow children to develop their own interests opposed to being told what they should be interested in. The Montessori approach links in with Freire’s concept of creating a world of free-thinking individuals which in turn develop a sense of self-consciousness. Using critical pedagogy to evaluate Montessori schools and the traditional education system we can derive that Montessori Schools have improved education by delivering a flexible curriculum to encourage intellectual independence which aligns with the ideology of critical pedagogy. This is an improvement compared to the rigid structure of traditional education (Montessori, 1909).
The progressive education movement has developed teaching to become child-centred, students become the centre of the learning experience putting their interests at the heart of the learning process. Critical pedagogy recognises that students need freedom to discover who they are and what their interests are. Critical theory aims to show students that knowledge is what equals power and is irrespective of social class, ethnicity and gender (Coles, 2014). Jonathan Kozol’s theory of opportunities expressed that there are class and race-based inequalities in American education which are caused by low government funding. Disadvantaged schools produce lower achieving students as a result of poor conditions and lack of resources (Bove, 2006). Jonathan Kozol’s book Savage Inequalities (1991) expressed that society is reproducing inequalities because the education system gives their support to the dominant classes rather than to areas where there is poor sanitation, limited access to healthcare and a lack of resources due to the economic state. By giving aid to the dominant classes it is reproducing these equalities where poorer individuals are missing out on their right to gain an equal and meaningful education. 
Critical pedagogy has primarily been linked to critical education theories that have originated from the Frankfurt School. The Frankfurt school was founded in 1923 Germany by Carl Grünberg to transform an oppressive society to create a liberal society. The Frankfurt school was the home of social research and is associated with philosophers such as Max Horkheimer, Theodore Ardono, Herbert Marcuse and Erich Fromm to create critical theory. Critical theory is a Marxism inspired ideology which focuses on critiquing and changing society, in particular the theory focuses on how certain ideologies shape and preserve the education system concentrating on freedom and social control. The research that creates these critical theories is based off Marxism, which was created by Karl Marx and influences by the oppression of class struggles (Jefferies, 2016). The theory of Marxism focuses on capitalism and its necessity to survive from working class exploitation, this is because Capitalism is based on private ownership. Critical pedagogy is against Capitalism as it aims to create a society where all individuals have access to equal opportunities regardless of social class (Marx, 1867). 
Jean Anyon an education researcher, conducted a study about the influences of social class on education. The Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum (1978) study gathered data from classroom observations and interviews from students and teachers to create a relationship between social class and education. The study discusses the influences of five different primary schools in different social communities to discover variances in learning experience and educational knowledge. Throughout this study Anyon relates the teaching practices of the schools to critical pedagogy and evaluates them based off its ideology. Anyon found that the working-class schools consisted of rote learning and the following of strict rules which supports Freire where he analyses the student and teacher relationship to consist of a narrative (teacher) and a listening object (student), Freire expresses that teachers fill students with information where the student is then expected to take in this information to memorise and repeat it without clear understanding of the context. For the middle-class school the main focus is getting the right answer to receive a good grade. The process allows children to only use a minor level of creativity and decision making as they are given instructions to get the correct answer. Critical outlook is avoided to evade controversy, learning is therefore structured from a textbook. The Affluent Professional and Elite Executive schools encouraged more creative and independent learning, there are few rules but more challenging tasks to test intellectual ability (Freire, 1972). 
The study also elaborates on a hidden curriculum that is believed to be taught in schools. The hidden curriculum is the accidental outcome of schooling, the hidden curriculum describes schools are preparing students with the skills that they will acquire for the careers that are predicted for them according to social class (Gatto, 1991). Critical education theory identifies schools to teach students certain behaviour and knowledge for them to learn to conform with dominant ideologies. The working-class schools were found to teach students to become intellectually dependent from the structure of waiting for someone with more authority to instruct them on what to do. The upper-class schools were given more freedom in the classroom to be creative and to work independently preparing them with the skills to get good careers, potentially where they do not work under other individuals (Anyon, 1978).
From these findings Anyon found that the school experience differentiated due to social class. Different pedagogy, curriculum, structure and evaluation contributes to the development of the students and how they perform. Anyon found that there is a clear link between social class and education which also relates to capitalism. The Marxist theory explains that capitalism is delivered in two classes, the bourgeoisie: the upper-class who have private based ownership and the proletariat: the working-class who sell their labour to citizens with more authority than themselves (Anyon 2011).
Henry Giroux, an American education critic has played a protruding role in the development of critical pedagogy. Giroux’s’ work has strived towards creating a democratic education to bring justice to the working-class society. Giroux envisions schools to become a place where students are conscious of freedom and can thrive to reach their full potential regardless of gender, race or social class. Giroux is very passionate about creating a democratic system where equality is for everyone regardless of inequalities, he strives to instil the values of justice and respect into schools to allow students to understand the worth of a justified and equal community. One aspect of Giroux’s work focuses on higher education, in particular Giroux focuses on the direct attack on higher education and neo-liberalism (Giroux, 2018). February of this year President Donald Trump proposed a 200 billion dollar cut to student aid, this would conclude in pushing students into a higher level of debt. Students attend higher education to improve their futures and to find a place within society, but how can students do this now with even more debt to tackle? Giroux’s work aims to overcome the neo-liberalism society that America lives in and use critical pedagogy to push students to act against oppression and come accountable of power (Giroux, 2011). 
Giroux’s work also picks up on the technocratic teaching that is happening in schools, teachers take what the government has implemented as the correct method of teaching to educate students. Technocratic teaching is stifling teachers creativity in the classroom, encouraging rote learning by means of which the teacher instructs the children to record, memorize and repeat. This method also effects its students as it leaves no space for open discussions and new ideas, this is evidence that the education system needs to change to suffice today’s society and create a free-thinking generation. Progressive education movements have been created to aid more creativity and freedom in classrooms for example, the Reggio Emilia approach (Giroux, 2010).
Critical pedagogy gained influence from The Reggio Emilia pedagogy approach, which was founded by Loris Malaguzzi in Northern Italy in 1973. Gribble (2017) explains this theory is an early years play-based learning method to create a focus on child-centred learning in schools. Malaguzzi believed that children have the right to develop their own learning potential. This method of learning uses the student-teacher learning method which fosters Freires conception of students and teachers learning together. The Reggio Emilia approach encourages discovery, experiential, creative and self-directed learning to allow children to sculpt their own learning journey to become free thinking individuals. This learning approach is based highly on learning through play to help children develop skills that are relevant in today’s society. John Dewey’s learning theory expressed that learning through play can help children develop problem solving skills, communication skills and improve cognitive development. In the classroom today, Reggio Emilia is used to connect children to their learning, teachers and community to allow them to learn about the world around them and build on their knowledge using a method that is interesting to them (Vecchi, 2010). 
Critical pedagogy is striving to help students demand their rights for equality. Critical theorists believe that critical pedagogy is the only solution for students to gain equality for themselves, this pedagogy allows children to gain consciousness of the world around them and understand that they are capable of gaining knowledge that will give them power to succeed. Critical pedagogy is important for the 21st century to enable education to change inequality, children are now being taught to dismiss the knowledge that has previously been instilled in them and strive for an education which endorses freedom and empowers a journey toward equality (Kirylo, 2013). Critical pedagogy focuses on social empowerment which aims to remove oppression from society. It helps shape the vision of education to produce an image of equality and justice, whilst also enabling individuals who are oppressed to gain freedom within society. Critical pedagogy has already seen progressive educational movements with the introduction of Montessori schools and other alternatives to education to support different types of learners and to encourage all learners to become creative and engaged in their own learning journey (Gatto, 1996).                                           
In summary critical pedagogy has proven to be a useful method to understand modern educational practice, as shown in Jean Anyons’ study it identifies how societal bias influences education, in this case, how students were taught a hidden curriculum dependent on their social class and predicted career path. Critical pedagogy has also used as a tool to show weakness in the traditional education system and to improve on it by introducing education alternatives, for example the Montessori approach has created a more flexible learning process with emphasis on creating free thinking students (Anyon, 2011). 
Critical pedagogy is needed to help understand modern-day practice as it identifies the problems our education system is facing and introduces alternative methods as solutions to overcome these issues. Critical pedagogy recognises the need for equality in both society and education to create individuals who think freely and oppose against oppression. Philosophers have found that to gain a neutral education system individuals need to act upon the oppression that effects social classes, students need to learn to acquire the power needed to become successful and create a justified society. Modern education practises have been created from the influences of critical pedagogy, schools now have more focus on their students and understand that not all students learn in the same way and not everyone has the same life experiences (Darder et al, 2009). 
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