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There are two sources that were allegedly spoken by Sojourner Truth. She was an African American abolitionist and women’s rights activist. 
The first speech was recorded by Marius Robinson in 1851. Robinson was a journalist and one of the editors of the Anti-Slavery Bugle. This was an abolitionist newspaper that ran from 1845 to 1861. This speech was published in 1851 which is the year Sojourner Truth gave her speech at the women’s rights convention.  The second speech was recorded by a Frances Gage in 1863, 12 years after the allegedly speech took place. This is interesting as why would Gage re publish her version of the speech after such a long time had passed. Was it because she hoped to bring new life into the speech as to recruit people to support her ideals of feminism and abolitionism?  Frances Gage was a writer as well a one of the key feminists and abolitionist of the time. Her version of the speech was featured in the National Anti-Slavery Standard. This was also an abolitionist newspaper that ran weekly.  Both Robinson and Gage personally knew Sojourner Truth so that had an impact of the way these speeches were recorded. 
The intended audience of the original speech would have been women as it was given at the women’s rights convention. However, the publications of the speech would of probably be intended for men rather than women. This would have been because of the availability of these newspapers would have mostly been brought by men. However, as Gage was also a key figure in women’s rights, there may have been more of a female audience then expected. 
The key features of both these texts that I find important are women being on the same equal footing as men, as well as being just as capable. Also, the topic of religion was a key feature. In Robinson’s version, the quote “I am a women’s rights. I have as much muscle as any man, and can do as much work as any man”. Whereas in Gage’s version it goes like this, “And ar’n’t I a woman? … and she bared her right arm to the shoulder, showing it’s tremendous muscular power.” In both of these quotes, it shows that women are more than capable of doing the same work as men but yet they are still not equal. This is significant as they are given the same work but are not treated with same amount of respect. In conclusion it shows women being capable of possessing the same amount of strength as a man. 
My second point is also about equality. Both speeches, use the example of a woman having a pint and a man having a quart, why can’t women have a full cup. I particularly like the quote in Robinson’s version, “you need not be afraid to give us our rights for fear we will take too much,”. This is important as it argues that men think that if women have equality, they will then want total dominance over man. In reality, Truth and in turn Gage just want women to have equal rights with men. 
My final point addresses the topic of religion. Both versions of the speech bring up the biblical character of Eve and Robinson quotes, “if woman upset the world, do give her a chance to set it right side up again.” The bible blames Eve for the sins of man and truth is saying that by not giving women a chance to prove themselves, by not giving them equal rights, they cannot set things right. Furthermore, in Gage’s version of the speech she argues where did Christ come from and she replies, “From God and a woman! Man had not’ing to do with him”. Therefore, she argues that men have these undisputable rights are not valid in the eyes of God as they were not part of the blessing of God. Clarice Martin argues that Truth has claims on a “God who helps the sufferer, empowering her …”[footnoteRef:1] This is a common theme but a valid one in reference to the time period.  [1:  Clarice J. Martin, Black Women’s Spiritual Autobiography, (New York: Orbis Books, 1993) P.30.] 

The publication of the speech by Robinson was in 1851, the same year as Sojourner Truth’s speech at the 1851 women’s rights convention. It seems the most accurate of the two representations of the speech as it was published very quickly unlike Gage’s version. Gage’s version was also written in a southern dialect which was questionable as Truth was based in New York.
The insights that this source has on the history of slavery and abolition are more then you first thing. At first glance, you would think that the speech focuses more on women’s rights then abolitionism, but the significances of the authors and the publishing details show us the insights of abolition. The Robinson’s version of the speech was published in the National Anti-Slavery Standard, an abolitionist newspaper and the last line in Robinson’s speech was, “man is in a tight place, the poor slave is on him, women is coming on him …” whilst the speech is heavily focused o women’s rights, it also places a huge spotlight on African American women’s rights. 
The importance of Sojourner Truth being a woman and how gender is applied to this source is interesting as it shows these points. Whilst this speech was given by a woman, it is one man and one woman who republish it how they interpreted it. Both interpretations are similar in the content they use, which is a focus on African American female rights with an undertone regarding the abolition of slavery. 
Another significance was that the original speech was aimed at women, but as a result of the speech being published a traditional male dominated newspaper some of that intention is lost. However, the fact the second speech was published by a woman, some of that influence remained female. 
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