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Woman – “An adult human being”

Exhibitions have been showcasing women in art for thousands of years, expressing visions of feminism including elements of the male and female perception of women. 
In my exhibition I want to showcase different ways of how artists look at the idea of the ‘ideal woman’, showing this in their work, portraying different elements of stereotyping will also be exploring female body representation, how it has changed throughout time, shown between different artists. 
I will include the artist’s work such as Cindy Sherman’s, Jenny Saville’s, Barbara Kruger’s, Juno calypso’s and Judy Chicago’s.  

Feminist Theory and the Body: A Reader 1999, Janet Price

According to (Price and Margrit Shildrick, 2017) this book is a collective group of essays from different authors talking about a combination of different aspects in feminism, but to summarise, they are all based on “issues considering the body”.  It expresses how women’s bodies are controlled in a political way through culture, looking at ideas such as how males are perceived vs women. 
The book (Price and Margrit Shildrick, 2017) states “the body has been a contested site in feminist circles”. This quote suggests that feminism is a subject studied repeatedly, meaning that there are lots of different understandings of what this means. 
Art helps us understand how different people perceive representation of feminism in a female body form. By using a varied number of artists that use different styles in their work, this allows me to create an exhibition with depth, reflecting theories presented in this book, raising awareness of the connection between feminism and representation of the female body.  

The Female Body in Western Culture: Contemporary Perspectives
According to (Susan Rubin Suleiman, 1986) this book talks about how the female body is a common subject in “western imagination” as the book states. Feminism in western culture is shown throughout lots of artworks, changing over time with cultures. 
One of the essays talk about Madonna and her time in fame, representing her female character, investigating how this impacted the culture of the time. The section talks about how the female body has been looked up to and glamorised through the representation of motherhood. According to (Susan Rubin Suleiman, 1986) “the female body is frequently split between sacred and profane meanings” as the book states, emphasising that women frequently get designated to opposing positions such as a sexualised female figure. 
By choosing the artists that I have chosen such as Cindy Sherman who look at the traditional roles of women and how they are objectified, this represents this theory and informs the audience on how female artists feel like women are presented in society. 
Artworks:
[image: A person leaning on a counter

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]CINDY SHERMAN
Untitled Film Still #3, 1997

Cindy’s collection of Untitled Film Stills is a group of monochrome images, creating a narrative in each image showing different female characters. According to (the Museum of Modern Art (n.d.)), the characters are based upon very ‘generic female characters’ as the website states. The style of these images is taken as if they are shots in a movie; they create a narrative of lifestyle of this individual. As this website also states, Cindy used herself in many of these images, placing herself in a narrative role, showcasing the “stereotypical portrayals of Women”. 
The fact that the woman is washing up in the sink, represents what people think a stereotypical role of a woman is which is something very domesticated. This is an older way of thinking, reflecting the time of the image which is in the 90s. Lots of movements from people protesting, making society aware of these stereotypes have changed ways of people thinking like this for the better; but it isn’t perfect. 
I felt like this was an appropriate piece to put in my artwork because it represents an aspect of body image and objectification through feminism well. It creates a realistic remake of what someone might think women did back in time, showing the degrading former roles of women. 

[image: A person in a bathtub with multiple mirrors

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]JUNO CALYPSO
A Dream In Green, from The Honeymoon Suit, 2015

This image is a part of a series, based in a honeymoon suit, being shown to be romantic but can be seen as uncomfortable at the same time. The image is a set up shot with lights added above the model, aimed at the sides to make her stand out in the mirrors as well as in the middle of the image. 
By the model being green, this could be used to represent an unnatural look, linking to the idea of lots of woman being criticized for looking ‘fake’ linking to beauty standards, what women are meant to look like according to society, using the mirrors to act like society, looking down at the model for being different. 
According to (THE, 2017) Juno Calypso wanted to create a world that investigates how the female body is moulded by beauty standards. This piece is set in the 21st generation, which is near enough modern day. Feminism has improved in awareness a lot compared to the 90s where Cindy Sherman’s work was set. However, there are still so many expectations of women to look certain ways according to society which isn’t right. 
I felt like this was appropriate to put in my work as it compares to the artwork before, showing that there are still the same issues going on in present day as there was in the 90s, but also showing a difference in topic, with a variety of different ideas. 
[image: A large triangular table with plates on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]JUDY CHICAGO
The Dinner Party, 1974-79
According to (Brooklyn Museum, 2025) this piece is a triangle of place settings, it is, as the source states for “thirty-nine important women in history”. The table is full of expensive and wealthy items, suggesting their significance in society. The (Brooklyn Museum, 2025) states that 999 other women’s names were engraved in the tiles that the table is surrounding and they were mentioned at this imaginary feast. 
The fact that the important women’s names aren’t mentioned may have been intentional as this could’ve been a way to show that a lot of these people have been forgotten in time. This artwork is a way of restoring the women in history, showing their importance without naming them, to perhaps show that there are lots of women that have impacted society for the better, who do go unnoticed. 
The (Brooklyn Museum, 2025) states that Chicago uses this artwork to show the women that have been forgotten in history, due to most elements of it being recorded in a male perspective. 

This piece is powerful: the context holds great power over the meaning of the image which is why I want this in my exhibition. With this image, it’s largely focussed on the context which makes it stand out compared to the others. 
The idea of women being forgotten, links with the ideas of the other artworks in that a lot of the society’s views is made up by men, including expectations of women and stereotypes, as in the past the roles of women were less powerful compared to me, meaning they didn’t get as much of a say in how women were presented in society. 
[image: A painting of a naked person sitting on a black stand

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]JENNY SAVILLE
Propped, from a private collection, 1992. 

This piece was called “giant” and “shockingly distorted” by (McNay, 2025). The portrait caught lots of attention and shocking reviews according to this source. This shows that in exhibition this stood out compared to the rest of the exhibition, catching people’s eyes, which is why I want this in my exhibition, to stand out. 
According to (Dejan, 2021), this work challenges the male ideal of what women should look like, creating an uncomfortable, moving painting representing an unideal woman. This article states that the image is meant to show the model embracing her bodies imperfections.
The time of this is also relevant as it is the time where people start realising the insecurities of women, making them known to the world and by using a standout portrait of a woman for the time, this catches people’s attention. This makes this painting risky but culture shocking for its time, compared to modern life where these things are talked about regularly. 
According to (McNay, 2025), Jenny uses the female body to show what female insecurities look like in society. Through this piece she shows people that these things are normal for women to have, raising awareness of how society “props” women on Peda stools, looking at them, picking them apart.  
Promoting female positivity within their bodies, showing that what is known to be something seen as ugly or bad, is beautiful, which should be embraced. This relates to the representation of body image & shows it in a way that will relate to members of the audience. 

















Exhibition Layout:





















For my exhibition I want it to be in a white room with a big mirror at the back of the gallery space. I would like this location to be studio Griffith with bright white lights shining, making the art stand out. 
The images should be big prints, spread out along the walls, so people must step back and take their time looking at each image, fully absorbing the meaning in each image. I want the images to be either side of the audience when they walk, looking into the big mirror at the end.

The mirror is meant to represent society looking down on the audience coming to see the artwork. The reactions of the audience are shocked at first, then they become comfortable being watched, reflecting that people should take notice of negative comments, but focus on themselves and their own lives.  
Overall, the exhibition that I have curated includes artists with individual styles, all telling similar messages about feminism & how the female body is represented in different times. When people visit my exhibition, I want them to fully understand the meaning of this exhibition as this is an important topic for people to be knowledgeable about. It is important that all the women in the audience to relate to the artwork, building emotional connections with it. This also allows people who aren’t educated in the topics of feminism to be educated & try to relate to how women felt/feel about the subject, raising awareness in the community. 
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