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As students prepare for the next big step in life coming to terms with the necessities of university life is essential. The main key aspect of university is being able to study effectively. When it comes to studying being able to have the most suitable environment to do this is what will contribute to being the best to your ability. According to McMillan, (2012) “Whatever your accommodation, you will need time, space and peace to study.” Therefore, when considering productive studying other factors should be considered such as when there will be the least number of distractions or even when you feel most productive. As an individual knowing your strengths and weaknesses will ensure that things such as time and management is a strong skill you must work on. Being able to organize your time effectively is a challenge that every individual will face throughout university. Following from this being able to put a plan together will introduce a form of achieving, therefore having a clear plan will avoid things from falling apart. As noted by Moore, (2012) when mentioning structured decisions “involving an organized and sequential approach to making decisions.” This suggests a far more productive outcome to achieve a better performance. By having a plan this supports being able to prioritize effectively allowing you to be efficient with your time and workload. As students have different past experiences as well as interests choosing the appropriate course will make the difference between how much you interact with the course. According to Sternberg, (2016) he mentions to “take some intellectual risks with courses, activities, and what they say to adults-to develop a sense of how to assess risks.” By doing this it will lead to choosing the most suitable course that will allow a more successful outcome. When considering what course students find most suitable, they must also research into what University is most suitable for them as individuals. 
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Video
https://youtu.be/AjZE27FDLDE
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Once starting university my main concern was being able to write assignments that were up to standard. I was nervous about this as I had no experience in writing assignments. I was conscious that the assignments were going to be a lot harder and to a higher standard compared to my previous education. From this experience I’ve learnt not to overthink and take everything step by step. This is suggested by Taylor, (2017) “identify the key themes and topics you are writing about.” By doing this I’m taking it bit by bit allowing me to put all my effort into it. Aswell as this I’ve learnt to look at the assessment specification to know exactly what is expected from my work. Another concern of mine once starting university was my time management skills and having to keep up with the workload. This is reinforced by Forsyth, (2013) “unless the right attitude is adopted, then time management will never be.” I was unsure whether I would get overwhelmed and overly stressed with having to prioritise my work. From this experience I have learnt that its essential to have a plan and structure in place to be able to organize my time effectively. By organizing my time effectively, I complete all my tasks and assignments before the deadlines and have time spare to be able to study. As I started university, I wasn’t fully aware of getting to grips with online learning and the resources. Because of this I wasn’t as confident when asked to complete tasks online or understand fully how to reference. When considering this I was able to learn from other students as some of their courses were online all together for example “2.97 million took some of their courses in this manner,” (Whiteside, 2017). I’ve learnt how to use the resources to assist my assignments and work and fully understand the online learning aspect. 
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