Wales Tourism Tax debate
Introduction
Proposer Good morning, everyone. My name is Ben, and I will be debating why I believe Tourism taxation has an overall negative impact on Wales in general. My opposer for the debate is Cai and he will be defending his points on why he believes tourism taxation is good for Wales.
Some of the main topic areas that Cai and I will be debating will include the ways that a levy could be implemented for inbound and domestic tourists living and visiting Wales for tourism. We will also discuss how a levy would impact local communities and debate if the Covid-19 pandemic has affected the way Wales would introduce a levy. Finally, we will discuss the potential differences between other countries and Wales when introducing a levy and if the money produced by the levy would go towards something to improve the tourism industry in Wales. 
What is tourism tax?
According to OECD tourism tax is a tax in which those indirect taxes, fees and charges affecting primarily tourism related activities.   
 How would the tourism levy be implemented into Wales?
The levy will be implemented by local councils and will charge people who stay overnight in Wales. Levys could also be implemented by Local councils, Accommodation providers, e.g., Hotels, Campsites and Hostels and Holiday companies 
According to the Welsh Government overnight stays in Wales (costs could range from £50p to £5.00 per night) depending on what area of Wales you wanted to stay in.

Topic 1   How a tourism levy would affect the local community and business in Wales?
For   The Welsh government says the tourism tax will help the local community by keeping it clean and tidy. Major hotspots will become less busy during peak seasons which will be more enjoyable for locals.  
Wales relies on its tourism sector it gets over 90 million people visit Wales every year. For places in Wales that have high volumes of tourism, the levy would be beneficial as it would provide money coming in for local services and infrastructure.   
It will provide a more sustainable approach which will have a positive impact on the future generations coming to Wales.  
Against If Wales was to introduce a tourism levy, inbound and domestic tourists would see an increase in ticket and accommodation prices while visiting Wales. 
Tourists would rather find free activities to do in the outdoors than spend money on tourism leisure activities because of the extra expenses a tourism levy would bring.
Accommodation providers would up their prices to cover the cost of the new tourism levy. According to "Business Traveller", Manchester will introduce tourism tax in April this year to 74 hotels located around the city which can cost a tourist and extra £1 per night. The Welsh Government is currently consulting on a “visitor levy”, for people staying overnight in Wales. The tourism sector says that this will impact jobs and damage businesses.

Topic 2 The possible effects of Covid-19 on a tourist levy in Wales
For   The Covid-19 pandemic has caused a change in how tourists prefer to travel on holiday. Since the pandemic accrued, more tourists are choosing to go on holiday domestically than to travel outbound to other countries. This is because the Pandemic showed people living in this country that Wales and the rest of the UK had a lot or even more to offer than other countries. In my opinion, I believe that a tourism levy in Wales would be a big positive for the country as it would build back the funds that the tourism industry lost because of the lockdowns and invest them into the community. Wales lost out of two years of tourism because of covid   

Against After the Covid-19 pandemic, introducing a tourism levy to Wales at this current time would have an overall negative impact for inbound and Domestic travellers that want to come and stay within Wales on holiday. With the current cost of living crisis with energy bills and essential products and services that people need to live are going up in price. An increased tourists are receiving less of a disposable income because of the rising costs meaning that they have less to spend on holidays and leisure activities. This graph from the Office of National Statistics shows that the turnover for travel and tourism businesses fell to 26% in May 2020 compared to February 2020. In my opinion, adding additional costs to tourism businesses will further damage how many sales they create as a levy would up the prices of products and services they sell. Introducing a tourism levy in Wales might discourage tourists from coming into the country and could encourage them to travel elsewhere where there are no levies that they will have to pay. Reasearch done by (Dalgic, 2021) shows that the EU which employes about 13 million people, did lose up to $1 billion dollars a month due to the pandemic. I believe from this research that adding additional taxes to Wales will further increase inflation for businesses.
Topic 3 What are the levies in other countries and how would Wales compare? 
There are over 40 countries which have introduced tourist levies 
 some of them are. 
 
France – Hotel Bill which ranges between which city you are in. Children under 18 are exempt from the charges. 
 
Bhutan - Bhutan has a tourist tax of $250 in the tourist season but this does include accommodation, transportation, a guide, food and entry fees to the country.  
 
Germany - Germany charges tourists a fee from 42p to £4.27 per night when you stay in Germany depending on your location. Business travellers are exempt from the tax. 
 
New Zealand - New Zealand implement an international visitor conservation and visitor levy when they arrive in the country. This is about 21 euros per person. Australians are exempt from this charge.
For   Tourist, taxes are becoming popular with over 40 countries worldwide. Countries are already seeing positive signs of having taxes. New Zealand introduced an arrival tax of $35 for most foreign visitors. They are investing this money into sustainable tourism and conservation projects. On the New Zealand website, they are telling people that locals and the tourists' lives will be enriched because of tourism growth by paying more into the community. In 2014 cologne made a occupancy tax which a tax for promotion and advancement of culture which they expect to gain 7 million annually which they would invest into culture, education and tourism. 
Places like Venice see 90% of its visitors are day trippers and they tend to spend less money and leave more rubbish. Venice is sinking at an alarming rate with people blaming it on climate change, mass tourism and cruise ships to name a few.  Having a levy will help reduce the rate of mass tourism on the area which will make Venice sink at a slower rate helping to maintain the city. 
Bhutan has the highest tourist tax out of any other country but because of this, it’s the reason why people love it there It feels untouched. Their method is High-value low volume. The tourist tax there goes towards with the money The money goes a long way in helping to maintain the Buddhist culture I believe Wales can learn from this, they could charge a high tourism tax this money could go towards helping to maintain our Celtic culture by keeping the Welsh language and investing in things that makes Wales unique.
Wales can learn from these places that have tourism tax already in place and see which taxes they can implement to have a positive effect on the community and visitors and on Wales itself by fighting climate change. 


Against  Wales in my opinion doesn't receive enough tourists each year to introduce tourism tax compared to countries like France or Germany. Before Covid-19 Frace has a total of 9 million tourists each year while Wales only received a total of 1.2 million visitors a year. This suggests that we should not introduce a tourism tax until Wales starts to bring in more tourism to the country as introducing this tax might persuade tourists to go elsewhere such as England. Although I do agree with you that tourism tax could do some good in Wales such as helping climate change and keeping the Welsh culture alive, I believe that Wales is not ready yet to implement these changes as the tourism industry in the country must grow bigger first before any changes are made.


Topic 4 Does the money for the levy in Wales go to good use?
For  The money will go towards many things in Wales such as benefit the community by letting local councils have control how much they want the levy to be they can spend the money where they see their county needs work being done. It will go towards conservation and fighting off the battel against climate change. 

Against  In my opinion I believe that the money from the tourims tax could go towards other essential things such as NhS

Conclusion/Seconder
We have discussed some good points both for and against. I have talked about how the tourist levies can have a massive benefit to Wales spending the money into the community and having fewer mass tourists in hot spots such as Tenby will have a big effect on the landscape and the environment. 
Ben has said a few good points about covid and people not having as much money anymore. 
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