       TOPIC 6: 			‘BIG SOCIETY’
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EXERCISE 1: Can you see the two key medieval social ideas conveyed in the excerpt below?
From Henry of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum (History of the English)
Meanwhile, the remains of King Henry lay still unburied in Normandy; for he died on the 1st of December, [A.D. 1135.] His corpse was carried to Rouen, where his bowels, with his brain and eyes, were deposited. The body being slashed by knives, and copiously sprinkled with salt, was sewn up in ox hides to prevent the ill effluvia, which so tainted the air as to be pestilential to the bystanders. Even the man who was hired by a large reward to sever the head with an axe and extract the brain, which was very offensive, died in consequence, although he wore a thick linen veil; so that his wages were dearly earned. (He was the last of that great multitude King Henry slew.) The corpse being then carried to Caen, was deposited in the church where his father was interred; but notwithstanding the quantity of salt which had been used, and the folds of skins in which it was wrapped, so much foul matter continually exuded, that it was caught in vessels placed under the bier, in emptying which the attendants were affected with horror and faintings. Observe, then, reader, how the corpse of this mighty king, whose head was crowned with a diadem of precious jewels, sparkling with a brightness almost divine, who held glittering sceptres in both his hands, the rest of whose body was robed in cloth of gold, whose palate was gratified by such delicious and exquisite viands, whom all men bowed down to, all men feared, congratulated, and admired; observe, I say, what horrible decay, to what a loathsome state, his body was reduced! Mark how things end, from which only a true judgment can be formed, and learn to despise what so perishes and comes to nothing! At last, the royal remains were brought over to England, and interred, within twelve days of Christmas, in the abbey at Reading, which King Henry had founded and richly endowed. There, King Stephen, after holding his court at London during Christmas, came to meet the body of his uncle, and William, archbishop of Canterbury, with many earls and great men, buried King Henry with the honours due to so great a prince.
Henry of Huntingdon (c. 1088 – c. 1157), was a twelfth-century Anglo-Norman historian and archdeacon of Huntingdon. He was brought up in the wealthy court of Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln, who became his patron. His Historia Anglorum, written at the request of Bloet’s successor Bishop Alexander, is an account of the history of England from its beginnings up to the year 1154. 

Glossary:
effluvia = noxious odour 
bier (pronounced ‘beer’) = frame for transporting a coffin
diadem = jewelled crown or headband, a symbol of sovereignty
viands = foods (usually fancy)
sceptre = an ornamental staff for ceremonial, a symbol of sovereignty

*	*	*

EXERCISE 2: list all the ranks, titles and human groupings in medieval (Western) European society that you can think of. What does this suggest about that society?
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