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[bookmark: _Hlk88753312][bookmark: _Hlk88753333][bookmark: _Hlk88753353][bookmark: _Hlk88768378]The man of God, Alberic, however, after he had practised fruitfully regular discipline in the school of Christ for nine and a half years, went home to the Lord, full of glory in his faith and virtues, and therefore deserved to be rewarded by God with eternal life. His successor was a certain brother by the name of Stephen, an English man by nationality, who had also come to that place from Molesme, a lover of the Rule and of the place. During his time, the brethren and this abbot prohibited the duke of that land or any other lord from keeping his court at any time in that monastery, as they used in times past to do on the occasion of great feasts. Furthermore, lest anything remain in the house of God – where it was their wish to serve God devoutly day and night – that savoured of pride and superfluity or that would ever corrupt poverty, the safeguard of poverty, that they had chosen of their own free will, they resolved to keep no crosses of gold or silver … (Exordium Parvum)

The above source is a section taken from the Exordium Parvum, a 12th century Cistercian document. There is a lack of detail about the authorship and date of the manuscript which means there is reliance on dating the time period and life of people mentioned. The Exordium Parvum is referred to as being ‘riddled with…many problems…circumstances, dating, authorship: nothing is incontrovertibly established’ (Matarasso, P., 1993). The lack of establishment of the basic details makes fully understanding the document difficult but does not specifically affect the above source. The source discusses Alberic, the abbot appointed after Robert was returned to Molesme as well as Stephen Harding who became the 3rd abbot of Cîteaux after Alberic. 
The author of the Exordium Parvum is a key question as it could affect the message and opinions underlying the manuscript. It is clearly trying to justify the decisions taken by Robert which led to the creation of the Cistercians. There are suggestions that both Stephen Harding and Raynard du Bar could be the author of the manuscript as well as an idea that it may have been started by one person and then added to and altered later on. This is mentioned as being the view of Chrysogonus Waddell in The Cistercians in the Middle Ages, ‘Chapters XVI – XVIII…were also, for Waddell, the work of Raynard du Bar, composed not long before 1147’ (Burton, J. and Kerr, J., 2016). Raynard was a monk at Clairvaux before being elected as abbot of Cîteaux in approximately 1134 whilst Stephen Harding is the monk who took over as abbot after Alberic and may have written certain sections. There are sections which refer to Stephen in a way he would have referred to himself telling us those at least could not have been his work. 
The source begins by talking about Alberic and his time as abbot referring to him as someone who ‘practised fruitfully regular discipline…full of glory in his faith and virtues’ before his return to God. This opening statement about Alberic’s holiness outlines how the late abbot was viewed and sets up to lead into Stephen’s time as abbot. It is clear that when Stephen was abbot the rule and separation from anything which could distract from God’s work were upkept and of sincere importance due to the need to mention that the ‘Brethren and this abbot prohibited the duke of that land or any other lord from keeping his court at any time in that monastery’. This decision is keeping the duke and wealthy landowners away from the running of the monastery as well as following the rule regarding them having no income or tithe meaning they could only live simply and holding a court would oppose this way of living. The line ‘Their wish to serve God devoutly day and night’ reinforces how the Cistercians are trying to make it clear how their only wish regardless of how they came to be created is to devote their every minute to God and his work. Even though they broke the rule which they held so dear in order to create Cîteaux it is because they wanted to be as close to the original monks and the true way as they could achieve in their time. Poverty and living with only the bare minimum they needed to survive day to day was of utmost importance to the Cistercians and this is made clear where it is stated that in order to upkeep ‘The safeguard of poverty…. they resolved to keep no crosses of gold or silver’. This dissolving of anything which could lead to pride and the corruption of worldly goods was part of Stephens efforts to establish purity and illuminate distraction from worship and ‘the introduction of greater physical austerity into the church’ (Burton, J. and Kerr, J., 2016). The source is focused on highlighting the focus of the abbots on God and increasing the monasteries proximity to purity and holiness as the white monks. 
It is possible that the Exordium Parvum was a response to the attacks and accusations being landed at the Cistercians in the 12th century by other Benedictines. These comments were related to the founding of the Cistercians at Cîteaux and how these Cistercians who praised themselves on following the Rule of St Benedict strictly and in all holiness and purity had actually broken the rule in their very creation. This manuscript seems to be an outward facing response due to its heavy usage of letters and diplomatic documents. 
Overall, this source and the manuscript as a whole are useful in illustrating the actions which led to the creation of the Cistercians at Cîteaux but the issues over authorship and whether it is or is not the original manuscript mean it has to be looked at critically. This view is illustrated in the passage ‘It is clear…in the latter part, hindsight has been at work…we have had an updated version of an original possibly written around 1120 by Stephen Harding or someone close to him. It may be no less true for that, but it is certainly less genuine’ (Matarasso, P., 1993). As is earlier mentioned there is question over authorship and a connection to Stephen Harding which due to his position at Cîteaux does have some issues and possible bias. The version of which we currently have not being the original does not diminish its importance but does alter the way in which it must be viewed. 
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