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 For teaching, a cross curricular approach can have positives and negatives in enabling children to learn. I have chosen to use the theme of Charlie and the chocolate factory because it can be linked to many different areas of learning and Donaldson's’ 4 purposes. This will ensure that the children will get the most out of every lesson and utilise skills learnt previously in all aspects of their learning. This theme would most likely be used in classes of pupils in years 4 and 5 due to the complexity of the book. This would ensure that all pupils understand the source material meaning that there is less chance of pupils becoming disengaged with tasks that they are given.  

My theme of Charlie and the chocolate factory has a great ability to link with many different areas of the curriculum. This theme entails the children knowing about the book that many activities will be focused around which means that during class time the children will need to read this book to allow them to complete the tasks to the best of their abilities. This will help to develop children's reading skills and their confidence in reading aloud to their peers in the class. This also links to one of Donaldson's suggested areas of learning and experience, “Language, literacy and communication”.  For the children’s first activity, after reading the book, they will be given the opportunity to design their very own Willy Wonka chocolate bar including a drawing of what it looks like and a short description of the new Willy Wonka bar. The teacher will provide an ingredients list with prices for each ingredient and it is up to the children how little or much they want to put in to their chocolate bar. The prices are included within this task to link mathematics and numeracy to the theme, making children think about the effects of cost and potential profit they could have when selling their bar in the real world. This notion links to Donaldson’s suggestion that all children should be “enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work”. This activity can also be linked to the numeracy framework as the children will be given the opportunity to “transfer mathematical skills to a variety of contexts and everyday situations” which will give the children the ability and confidence to fulfil Donaldson’s suggestion. Throughout this session the teacher should at least use incidental welsh to reinforce the use of the language in all aspects of learning. This activity allows for cross curricular teaching as the children will demonstrate skills associated with expressive arts, languages, literacy and communication and mathematics and numeracy. These three areas covered allow for greater engagement from the children with the set task and shows that previously learnt skills can be used throughout all areas of the curriculum. Barnes reinforces these ideas stating that “cross-curricular pedagogies are best placed to motivate, sustain, and be meaningful and socially satisfying than a curriculum purely devoted to separated subject teaching”. This notion is a great advantage of cross- curricular teaching as it stimulates learning among young people when a planned activity becomes a “powerful motivator” for the progression of their educational and personal development. This activity is most likely “interdisciplinary cross-curricular learning” where multiple subjects are put together to create an “original and valued product, presentation or idea”. After the children have designed their own Willy Wonka chocolate bar the children will be asked to present their own creation to the class with reason as to why they designed their bar the way they did. A possible downside to using a cross curricular approach is making sure that the activities are not “tokenistic cross-curricular approaches” and purposefully enhance learning in a subject whilst providing meaningful experiences for children to flourish academically. 

The next activity using the Charlie and the Chocolate Factory theme could include a lesson which focuses on the importance of Fairtrade in the chocolate industry and how this scheme helps communities across the globe. This could allow for a trip to see how chocolate is made providing the children with an exciting experience to improve learning. This activity links heavily with humanities, health and well-being and science and technology with the children being able to read about processes in the Charlie and the chocolate factory book and then will be able to compare this to the real experience which should stimulate the children's learning on the various subjects. The focus in this activity should be encouraging the children to think about the differences between the culture in Wales and how this differs from other countries. This type of experience is encouraged in Barnes’ report as he suggests that “the most meaningful experiences for children happen outside the classroom” where a more “casual” and “unplanned” style of learning can be of great benefit to young minds. Once this trip would be finished, the children could be asked to create a short storyboard about their day linking back to Fairtrade and how the scheme benefits farmers. This links to the literacy framework as the children will be expected to “explain main ideas with supporting details, including observations and explanations where relevant”.  This style of activity is being used more often according to ESTYN’s report (2016-2017) as “teachers plan activities that develop a wide range of pupils skills across most subjects and areas of learning” delivering them through “’real’ and relevant first-hand experiences”. Jonathan Barnes encourages the use of theme-based cross curricular approaches with the correct teaching as they “worked well to inform and motivate children”. Also, this activity takes advantage of the use of a change in learning environment to encourage learning outside of the classroom which is becoming more popular as “Nine-in-ten schools make effective use of the physical environment”. This links to Donaldson's’ four purposes of the curriculum as they are being challenged to show that they can be “ethical, informed citizens” that can “consider the impact of their actions when making choices” such as their own decision to buy and consume Fairtrade products and how that can affect other people across the globe. Barnes hints at this when suggesting that teachers “can develop confidence in a range of subjects in order to be able to build upon children’s responses to real experience” which suggests that the role of the teacher and the pedagogical approach taken can influence the way in which students react to situations in the future.    

Another activity the children could partake in is designing a chocolate bar in groups, promoting teamwork and cooperation, and have the groups set up a Willy Wonka market delivering their ideas to the teacher, who could dress up like Willy Wonka, to encourage the children to want to sell their chocolate bar to the best of their ability. This will improve the children’s use of persuasive language as the children will try to entice passers-by to buy their new chocolate bar and will promote Donaldson's purpose of creating “enterprising, creative contributors” focusing on the children's ability to “lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly”. This style of activity promotes “Multidisciplinary cross curricular learning” with an emphasis on expressive arts and languages literacy and communication which involves taking “two sets of disciplines taken from the curriculum” and using them to create a “single experience” to encourage and promote learning within the subjects. The children would also be given the freedom and encouraged to use Welsh language wherever possible and appropriate to help them improve their confidence using Welsh in a variety of situations. This activity can be found in the literacy framework as it provides the children with an opportunity to “explore different situations through role play” and it creates competition between the groups which will hopefully push them to follow Donaldson’s proposal of being “ambitious” and they can “set themselves high standards and seek and enjoy challenge”. A possible disadvantage of this style of activity, according to Barnes, could be that “Innovation does not automatically engage all children”. This suggests that even when implementing a cross-curricular approach to a theme/activity some children may still not be engaged. Barnes says that devising “a range of easily accessible and practical entry points” can help children improve their engagement in an activity which in turn maximises “the chances of mental, sensory and social involvement”. 

The final activity could include having the children watch a scene from the Charlie and the chocolate factory movie and in groups create their own piece of background music using a range of musical instruments to reflect upon the action taking place on the screen. This focuses on two areas of learning “languages, literacy and communication” and “expressive arts”.  This also links to Donaldson’s successful futures report as this activity would aid in developing “enterprising, creative contributors” who “think creatively to reframe and solve problems”. Throughout this task, the children will be given key words about music in Welsh to help improve their vocabulary, thus deepening their knowledge of the language. Once the children have performed their pieces, the teacher should ask them why they chose to create their piece in the way that they did and how did the piece of music make them feel. This is seen in the literacy framework as the children are encouraged to “deduce connections between information” where they have taken in the information from a scene in a movie and used this to create a reflective piece of music/sound affects which allows for greater creativity in the classroom. Barnes emphasises the importance of creativity in his first report by outlining that “connections between the exercises and the previous experience of the child are common and frequently lead to original, valuable and imaginative ideas”. This activity uses “hierarchical cross-curricular learning” where one subject, which in this instance is expressive arts, is used to improve learning in another, which is languages, literacy and communication. According to Barnes, this cross curricular approach is “effective in teaching” and helps in “building individual and group motivation, sustaining interest and raising standards” which provides children with a wide variety of skills and Barnes believes this to be “good practice”. 
It is clear to see that a cross-curricular approach to teaching can provide both students and teachers with a freedom and creativity to learn new information together. Barnes’ report reveals that he believes in 5 different forms of how cross-curricular activities can be positively implemented into all schools across the UK, while outlining the negative form of a tokenistic cross-curricular approach. This information is very useful for trainee teachers to be made aware of when planning activities around a theme as more caution will be taken when ensuring the links between subjects/areas of learning are tangible. This is paramount to effective teaching allowing the children's education and personal development to flourish while ensuring a greater focus from the children in these activities.                                                                  
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