

Family is the main concept within this assignment. So therefore, the concept of family will be used to explore the different types of family which can be at risk of exclusion. The Royal family will be used as a main way to reflect upon their representation towards others within society. Throughout this assignment, the dynamics of the Royal family's family structure will be discussed. An explanation, of how the Royal family has evolved within society through the years will be given, so that, it can be made clear, how society socially constructs the Royal family, and how the Royal family have an influence upon society. The Royal family have a very virtuous expectation and people place the Royal family on a pedestal. I will explore the reason as to why they have this expectation set for them. The Royal family will be critically discussed as a whole on their expectations from the public including, how they impact society. The main concept which will be explored throughout the essay will be what the different pictures portray on the expectation of family as a whole. The different rules which have been set for the Royal family will be discussed, with reference to how they may have followed them side by side or; broke the rules and why. The Royal family as a whole may receive negative opinions from various public members but, they also boost the economy of the UK. The Royal family boosts the UK economy by targeting their audience by becoming more modern and also through the families effective clothing and choices (BT, 2016). 


[image: ]Image 1: Royal Family Portrait in 1997.  This image was taken in the year of 1997, for ‘Prince William’s confirmation’. Within this picture at the time Prince William was 14 years old. Within the picture there are: ‘Prince Harry, Princess Diana, Prince Charles, the Queen, King Constantine, Lady Susan Hussey, Princess Alexandra, the Duchess of Westminster and Lord Romsey’ – Prince William’s Godparents. This picture was taken at the Windsor Palace. 

                                                                                                                             (Bazaar, 2018).

In the context of image 1, the way the Royal Family present themselves via the posture solidifies how they present themselves as a family. They’re posture is very good which indicates that they belong to a high upper-class. The picture also shows how smartly dressed the whole Royal family are which indicates that they take a lot of pride in how they present themselves to others. According to the BBC News (2017), there are ‘etiquette rules’ which have been put into place; to govern what the Royal family members can wear. The tradition for the prince or princess is to be formally dressed whenever they are seen in public. Furthermore, the Royal family have a dress code to adhere to at all times whenever; they are seen in public. The dress code that the Royal family must abide to is clearly shown within image 1. The way in which the Royal’s sit is very important to themselves. Another etiquette rule in which they must abide to is, to sit with they’re legs crossed but, at the knee. This rule is mainly applied to the women of the Royal family. Although, the legs of a Royal female have to be tightly closed together. This ensures that their posture is kept modest and ‘lady like’ at all times (Business Insider, 2017). The Royal family coming together to celebrate Prince William’s confirmation indicates how the Royal family celebrates how family orientated they are as a whole. Prince William becoming a full member of the church explains how he is expected to become a “dedicated Christian” to the church. Prince William is expected to still attend the place of worship in which he has been confirmed in ‘a handful of times each year’. Even though his attendance has been noted upon to be ‘irregular’, he is still seen as a Royal individual who has a “strong personal faith” (Female First, 2013; Sify News, 2013). Before the Royal offspring can make their own path to creating a family, it is a known tradition that they must be confirmed before the pathway has been created. While being set high traditional standards from the Queen’s ‘strong faith’, their way in which they’re allowed to create a family through marriage has been set (Mirror, 2018). The youngest sibling of the Royal family has been known to break many of the Royal traditions with his future wife although; the eldest sibling is seen in a different light. Within this concept Prince William and his wife Kate Middleton, have broken their first Royal tradition which haven’t been broken in 58 years. With Prince William and Kate Middleton being the first Royal couple to break the rule of having a third child in 58 years, they are frowned upon by many within society (OK, 2017). The Queen is expected by the nation to not only be able to represent others within society but; also to represent towards society what it is thought of by a ‘normal’ family. This should be represented by the Queen’s own family setting the normality of a ‘normal’ functioning family. Within this concept, society looks upon the Royal family to guide them into the continuation of a ‘normal’ ideal family structure (Long and Palmer, 2008). Although, overall high standards of the society have been set for the Royal family to remain a ‘multicultural and multiracial country’ while increasing their ‘diverse reality’. So therefore, society expects the Royal family to stay within a sustainable structure for others to follow (Vogue, 2017). The Royal family as a whole plays a huge role within society overall, through being able to show the public a guide in which they’re able to encourage and support each and every individual. Due to the high standard of the Royal family, being set among other families within society, the national unity of the UK is being strengthened; through many different ways. Such acts like charitable events which are known as a role which is very important to the Queen and the other members of the Royal family (Royal, n.d.). 

Image 2: Princess Dianna and Prince Charles Wedding in 1981. This Image was taken at ‘St. Paul’s Cathedral in London on July 29, 1981’. The wedding of Prince Charles and Princess Diana was watched by many different audiences around the world, in fact ‘750 million people’ on the television. 
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                                                                                                                                      (Popsugar, 2018).

In the context of image 2, the Royal married couple signifies their love for each other through; happily posing for pictures in their wedding outfits.  Princess Diana’s dress shows the elegant look that both her and Prince Charles were going for. The dress that Princess Diana wore included ‘10,000 pearls and a 25-foot-long train’. With Princess Diana’s train being 25 foot-long; her veil measured out at ‘153 yards’ which ‘outmeasured’ her train overall. Her shoes had ‘542 sequins and 132 pearls’ which were designed in a heart shape, which explains why they took six months to make (Good House, 2017). Although, Princess Diana made many significant changes to her outfit, she also ensured that she carried out some sort of tradition. There is a tradition which dates back to the era of when Queen Victoria reigned, that the bride’s bouquets must carry the ‘sprig of myrtle’ which is also known as ‘herb of love’. Many traditions of the Royal family weddings have been revealed through Princess Diana’s dress (Marie Claire, 2017). By the picture, it is noticeable that the dress that Princess Diana wore is historic and iconic because everyone noticed the iconic wedding gown that she decided to have made for her. Although according to the Mail Online (2017), their marriage was ‘doomed’ from the moment it started. Princess Diana and Prince Charles’s marriage was not everything that they hoped it would be. Although image 2 portrays the idea of the head of the family including, the wife. Within a year into the marriage, Princess Diana got diagnosed bulimia and the pair had affairs behind each other’s backs. Princess Diana would often refer to her marriage with Prince Charles as “There were three of us in the marriage so it was a bit crowded”, which indicates that Princess Diana was actively aware that their relationship was very problematic. After fifteen years marriage together and two children, the Royal couple finalised their divorce in the year of 1996. Following their divorce a year later, Diana was tragically killed in a car crash while in Paris. With both Princess Diana and Prince Charles signifying their love for each other at the start of the marriage, Prince Charles contradicted himself on his relationship with Camilla – his late mistress. Charles explored his relationship with Camilla through a statement explaining that the relationship was “non-negotiable”. This clear statement was later seen as a lie, when in 2005 Prince Charles and Camilla got married in Berkshire (Express, 2017; DI,DI MY DARLING!, 2005). The word family is not meant to be contradictory. Within the year of 1980, Diana impacted culture by modernising the main image set of the monarchy. Diana was able to re-define the whole nature of celebrity and promote awareness through charitable events. The struggles that Princess Diana faced through her everyday life pressed upon individuals within society. The main concept of the public being able to feel a ‘connection’, with Princess Diana made a huge impact upon how they saw her as an individual of the Royal family. Additionally, the huge impact Princess Diana has given the public enabled the Royal family, as a whole to became more known worldwide (Entertainment, 2017). The Royal family have been seen within the 21st Century to become a secure family unit, who are able to talk about their feelings with the public. The public look up to the Royal family almost, as a family that they are able to relate to (Edition, 2017). Prince Charles and Princess Diana were both known for the amount of charitable events that they enjoyed contributing towards society. Princess Diana left a legacy when she died for others to follow in her footsteps and; Prince Charles carries out his charitable events still. Over all they both carried out a variety of events publicly but, others still believe that he has impacted the Royal family negatively, due to his previous relationships. Never the less, society looks upon Princess Diana still even after 20 years after her death; as the main reason to why the Royal family has become more modernised (Smith, 2017; Paprocki, 2009).


Image 3: Kate Middleton and Prince William on their wedding day in the year of 2011; pictured at West-minister Abbey. Kate Middleton and Prince William were in a relationship for 10 romantic years before getting married. 


















                                                                                                                 (The Telegraph, 2018).

[image: oyal wedding: Prince William and Kate, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, photogra]Within the context of image 3, Prince William and Kate Middleton show off their elegant wedding through a romantic picture together. The royal traditions are recognisable within this picture; Kate Middleton’s dress being part of the tradition. The trail of Kate Middleton’s dress is viewed as a more modern style compared to other royals. Kate Middleton’s British home-grown bouquet contained a ‘sprig of mrytle’ but, Kate’s came from a tree which was specially planted by ‘Queen Victoria in 1845’ (Mirror, 2018). Within image 3, there is some resemblance to Princess Diana’s wedding dress in Kate’s dress. Throughout Kate Middleton’s wardrobe, it is clear that her inspiration has been taken from Princess Diana; Prince William’s mother. From a similar outfit worn for both their engagement outfits to their wedding outfit choices (Express, 2017). History has definitely repeated itself when it comes to Kate Middleton’s wedding with Prince William. It is often noticed within the news, Kate having the same attributes as Diana. There is an overwhelming feeling of ‘nostalgia’ when Kate is pictured mimicking Princess Diana’s outfits. Due to Kate mimicking Princess Diana’s outfits, the public become more aware of Kate overall and how Kate looks like ‘an iconic Princess Diana look’ (Bustle, 2018). Kate Middleton has not only paid tribute to Princess Diana through her wardrobe choices but, carrying out similar charitable events within society (Huffington Post, 2017). Kate Middleton and Prince William just like Princess Diana and Prince Charles, ‘wont’ have a nanny waiting for them after their third child has been born. It has been seen as a tradition for the newly royal parents to employ a nanny for their royal children to become ‘seen and not heard’ by their parents. However, both Prince William and Kate Middleton have made it aware that they have decided to become a more ‘hands on’ royal family, meaning they will only have a housekeeper. Their housekeeper will be expected to help with chores and occasionally watch the Royal baby. The concept of Royal families employing nannies within their home have been modernised regarding these types of opinions (Daily Mail Online, 2013). Prince William and Kate are known as a family which is seen by many to be a nuclear family. Until recently, Prince William and Kate have been labelled the ‘modern’ royals however; now they’ve earnt the label of a nuclear family as well. With the stereotypical version of a mum, dad and 2.4 children, the royal couple definitely match the description of a nuclear family (Independent, 2018). Prince William and Kate have given off major body language for the public to observe. One of the major body language which have become very noticeable is how they both don’t hold hands in public. With Prince William and Kate being a couple for quite some time, it has been made aware that they do not feel the need to expose their affection in the public eye. Although, this is also noticeable as ‘an unwritten rule’ which was put into place by Queen Elizabeth. Prince William and Kate rarely break the royal etiquette rules, compared to Prince Harry and Meghan. The marriage between Prince William and Kate has always been portrayed as an unconventional start, with both of them meeting while studying for their degrees (Health and Fitness Cheat Sheet, 2018). Prince William and Kate have shown signs of following Princess Diana’s way of parenting. This example is to be modern parents, allowing the children to be treated ‘as ordinary as possible’. Kate has been portrayed to become a parent who will want to ‘do it her way’ but, also made it clear while growing up that she wished for a ‘large family’. Prince William and Kate expect their children to be treated equal to others their age, regardless of their royal status (Jobson and Edwards, 2014). Prince William and Kate have been capturing the public’s eye through their royal relationship journey. They have shown a contrast between the traditional image of what royalty should look like and, the modern image of what royalty is becoming; while keeping the royal traditions alive. With Prince William’s future being mapped out for him from the start, he has experienced more freedom than others in his position. This has allowed both him and Kate to gain independence among royalty and the public. For the future, it means that Prince William and Kate as a family will become the new faces of royalty, with a modern perspective (Bullen, 2011).
During this essay the main focus has been on the Royal family and how they have been represented towards the public whilst evolving with society. The dynamics of the Royal family and its structure has been discussed, with an explanation of how the Royal family is portrayed publicly whilst constantly evolving within society. It is evident from the three previous images showing the different forms of family that has been portrayed to the public of the royal family, that the meaning of family is even starting to change for the royals. It has been shown that the public look to the royal family for inspiration through how they represent themselves, including their fashion. Using the royal family as a means of inspiration, allows the public to keep track of the different times changing. This enables the general public to create, ever evolving social norms and values within their roles of society. This assignment has shown that the royal family attract an enormous amount of attention from the public all over the UK and the world. The Royal family have been discussed in great depth, using three different pictures to capture three different forms of family. A description of how all three pictures are represented to society with clear explanations regarding how society interpret these forms of families has been given. 
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