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FACULTY OF ART AND DESIGN 

STAFF STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR SCHOOL OF GRAPHIC AND DIGITAL ARTS

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2017, IN AD402, DYNEVOR 

PRESENT: 	Derek Bainton (chair), Phil Organ, Martin Bush, John Carroll, Donna Williams, Delyth Lloyd-Evans, Scott Smith, Julia Lockheart, Emily Hywel
		Parees Brown-Gillard, Jack Heaven, Calum Lewis, Jonathan Williams, Jack Piper, Amber Howie, Carol Evans, Joseph Blanchard, Connor 
		Furneaux, Alexandra Pinto Cabrera, Liam Jones, Stuart Gill, Imogen Leather, Chloe Louise Stevens, Dana AlAmeri.

IN ATTENDANCE: Kelly Grinter (secretary)	


	Agenda Item
	Main Discussion Points 
	Action Points
	Timescale

	1. Welcome and
	apologies
	The chair welcomed all to the first Student Staff Committee meeting of the academic year and the first ever School of Graphic and Digital Arts Student and Staff meeting. Apologies were received from Georgia Cole, Laura Jones and Tommy Nelson.
	
	

	2. Terms of reference
	The chair read out the terms of reference for the staff student committee and ADVISED the committee that meetings should be used to recognise the positive as well as the negative.
	
	

	3. Minutes of the last meeting and update on action points (using traffic light system to ensure feedback loops are closed)
	School of Visual Communication Staff Student Committee
The committee APPROVED the minutes of the meeting held on 25th May 2017 as a true record of the meeting.
Outstanding action points are as follows:
· Linda.com license will not be renewed due to an audit of usage, it was not used enough to warrant renewal. The chair SUGGESTED to the committee that students use tutorials for software on You Tube and Adobe and that it might be useful that good practice is shared between students within the School.
· Course team to look at feasibility of Level 4 Exhibition has not been actioned as yet but the chair INFORMED the committee that he is now overseeing booking for Dynevor and ALEX exhibition spaces and ALEX is not being utilised as much as it could be. There would be a small budget for hospitality and the chair has produced a contract for exhibitors.

School of Film and Digital Media  
The committee APPROVED the minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2017 as true record of the meeting.
Update on action points:
· Students requested a vending machine in Alex but after careful consideration this will not be happening due to an issue with expense and the close proximity of Tapestri and Dynevor canteen to the building.
· Digital feedback forms are now available for all module questionnaires on Moodle through module page.
· General software requests from students – will be updated throughout the rest of the minutes.
	



Students to post requests for advice etc. on VLE & a student HUB to be set up.
The chair to circulate a calendar of availability to PD’s





	



Ongoing.





ASAP.

	4. Matters arising
	from Annual Reviews/Boards of Study and/or Staff-Student Committees
	Matters arising from :
· APR – All programmes, Schools, faculties and the University have a Nov to March review process the chair INFORMED the committee of the new structure recently introduced which now ensures that any improvements needed  to be made can be done without having to wait for the 5 year review process.
· AB&BD – Concern raised regarding recycling facilities within the faculty – the chair INFORMED the committee that signs have been produced to label bins for the 3 Dynevor course within the School.
· Floor 4 now has a sanitary bin in the cubicles of men’s toilets on floor 4 - the chair REPORTED to the committee that the University is hoping to administer this within all campuses.

	
Bins to be labelled appropriately and announcement on Moodle ASAP
	 

	5.   Matters arising from student surveys and (module / programme) questionnaires or other feedback mechanisms (e.g. feedback fortnights)
	·    NSS results in August for the School were had an overall satisfaction rating of 91.7%, this was an excellent score a well above average for the university as a whole. The chair INFORMED the committee that an action plan will be put in place for the next survey, a traffic light system will be adopted – Green=done, Amber=on the way & red=issues raised.
· Revision of timetables – working with the SU to improve support and the student experience for levels 4 & 5.
· UKES – United Kingdom Engagement Survey (Level 4 & 5) will take place from Monday -5th February  – this can identify and solve issues before students go onto level 6.


	







	

	6.  	Items linked to the academic work of the Faculty / School / cluster of programmes / programme
	The chair INFORMED the committee of 2 School level industry events due to take place in the New Year which will both consist of industry talks and workshops and will be a chance for students from both Alex and Dynevor to get involved.
1. SAND (Swansea Animation Days) – 24-26th January.
2. DESIGN WEEK – 12-16 February 
BADWOLF/CRIW – The chair DISCUSSED that the organisation has facilitated work experience for all students from the School and that w/c 5/12 there will be a visit to BADWOLF studios which still has availability.
	




Please inform your peers about spaces left.

	




ASAP.

	7.   Items linked to resources and facilities that affect the learning and teaching experiences within the Faculty / School / cluster of programmes / programme
	The chair REPORTED to the committee that there has been long overdue investment needed for CCGD and 3DCA including :
· Motion Capture room @ ALEX which is almost ready and booking will be available 
shortly.
· 23 new Cintiqs have are on order – 15 of which will be in the 3D suite in Dynevor.
· 37 Substance Painter licences have been purchased.
· 15 x Houdini licences
· 2 x Wacom 2 x studio pros
· VR Camera PS Move Twin Pack / Oculus VR Controllers
· 3 x Test Kits for Programming PS4 Games
All of the above have come out of a central budget separate from the School.

The longstanding issue with the Banner Printer at Dynevor has now been resolved.
	

Announcement of Motion Capture Availability/ booking to students
	

	8. 	Reports from
	Student Representatives (covering issues not already raised and discussed above)
	The following reports were given by students reps from the School:
3DCA

MA 
· Useful to have full timetable in room for AD204 – Celcat rooming changes for course info next year.
· Clarification on when and where open access life drawing is would be useful.
Year 1
· It would be beneficial to know availability of Room AA202 Tuesday AM & Friday PM for students to use Cintiqs in order for it to be a designated time for open access.
· Compatibility of Z Brush and Mya – the University doesn’t have the relevant updates for the software.
Year 2
· Rep – not in attendance apologies sent.
Year 3
· Issue with the lack of Cintiqs, although the chair announced earlier in the meeting that they have been ordered.
· AA108a – 1st & 2nd year area the Cintiq pens need replacing.
· Some of the machines are over 5 years old and so need to be updated.

Creative Computer Games Design

Year 1
· No study support room in Alex.
· Contextual Studies – confusing at start of year for students and what exactly was expected of them. Recently students have had help with writing but the general opinion is that this would have been more beneficial earlier in the year. 







· Games Design and History – students feel like they need longer than 1 semester (20 credits) to learn everything, this was previously split over 2 semesters.
· The full archive is not available for Games History, at present staff have to bring in their own consoles & games.


Year 2
· Positive feedback.
· The course needs more games pads as there are only 4 for the whole 4 years which frequently get moved around and get lost etc. They are an essential part of the course being used for research, reviews and development etc.
· Contextual Studies – students feel like they are being talked at rather than being part of.


Year 3
· Issues with space for year 3 & 4 – only 15 workstations, no ventilation, no windows and not enough chairs to accommodate students as most are not working.
· There are a lack of books and magazines on CCGD in the library.









Marts
· Too many emails from staff within the School, students feel like they are being overloaded.
· A water dispenser for the top floor has been requested.
· Research class with Scott – students have found that the 2nd 2 hour slot have not been relevant to Marts.







Advertising and Brand Design

Year 1
· AD602 printer hasn’t been hasn’t been working since September 2017.
· Early starts; Monday 9am and Wednesday 9.30am are not popular with students – is there any way this could be moved around?
· Students have been receiving emails entirely in Welsh.
Year 2
· Toilets – ladies sanitary vending doesn’t work and the taps don’t work.
Year 3
· It was suggested that the Reps from each school course to meet once a month to get to know each other and to discuss the issues surrounding the School.


Graphic Design

Year 1
· Rep gave apologies.
· Contextual studies – initially confused but this has now been resolved by speaking to staff.
Year 2
· Extra help with certain software package would be beneficial for students.
Year 3
· Issue with printers – which will be resolved in the new year.
· Open access room – request for the high round table to be removed and replaced with normal tables for laptops.
· There are issues with staff shortages for study support which has led to students not being able to book appointments.
MDes
· Free cash machines on campus as in MP would be useful for students due to charges in the canteen.
· Confusion about Monday PM lectures.

Illustration

Year 1
· Lack of access to particular materials .i.e. Indian Inks
· Too many paper in Media Techniques – students would prefer to have them digitally.
· Timetables – room availability for digital suites.
· Table covers for students doing messy work requested.
· Equipment lists for media techniques – students have had trouble finding certain items difficult to get hold of.





Year 2
· Contextual Studies – having an essay question discussed earlier in the semester and help with writing would be more beneficial for the students.
· Parking – paying and having no guaranteed space.
· Student Support /counselling – recently emails have not been answered.
Year 3
· Printers – marks coming out on sheets but this is in the process of being looked at.
MA
· Student finance yet to come through for some students.

	



Complete

Announcement on Moodle
Chair to speak to Sean Jenkins.
Chair to raise as priority as problem since Sept 2017.

PD to raise an order for Pens







Moodle: Study S.
Tuesday  3pm - 4pm: Room AA205 (2nd Floor Teaching Room 1) - Suzanne Callen   s.callen@uwtsd.ac.uk
Issues raised with CP Coordinator to feedback
PD to look at Games Design/History. 




•Course team to raise Purchase Order request.
•Issues raised with CP Coordinator to feedback

•Ventilation/Water Dispenser issue to be raised with Estates
•CCGD PD/Team to revise book lists and submit any book orders to library – including any relevant students requests.

•Emails are important way of engaging school wide.
• Scott to meet and resolve with students








•Query to be raised with T/D
•Staff optimise timetables to be as convenient as possible.
•Chair to raise with estates.
•The Hub section on Moodle to be set up for this purpose.
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Can be peer led


Course team to investigate.
Chair to speak to Annette Ecruyere.


•Chair to raise with estates.



AIR to investigate
Notes are availablle on moodle.
•Digital Timetables on doors.
•AIR to investigate.
•Staff to provide clarity on equipment/TT


Issues raised with CP Coordinator to feedback

Student Services to be informed
Chair to raise parking issue with Estates
	









ASAP













ASAP

ASAP



ASAP


ASAP







ASAP













ASAP

ASAP

	9. 	Feedback on issues
	raised by Student
	Representatives
	As above?
	
	

	10.	Date of next meeting
	Wednesday January 17th 2018.
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