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Part A: Evaluate procedures of the first responding officer at the scene
The duties of the first responding officer are arguably the most important part of the forensics process as the duties of the officer responding is vast and the amount of care the officer must place into preserving evidence is immense. It is also important on the method of how they recover and examine evidence. It is the duty of officers to ensure that they take into consideration of how they would affect the evidence at the crime scene as well as if they would contaminate any sort of evidence by bringing in fibres or other particles. This assignment will investigate the importance of keeping evidence protected and secured.  
This is because evidence, suspects or witnesses can be lost very quickly. Therefore, the officer responding must act with a sense of urgency in order to preserve life and the evidence. Therefore, the first hour when a crime has been committed is referred to as the golden hour. The college of policing (2019) describes the golden hour as “The term used for the period immediately after an offense has been committed, when material is readily available in high volumes to the police” This is accurate as the police would want to minimise the amount of material lost to them. Positive action from the police is critical in terms of finding solid evidence against an individual.
However, the police must also be careful within this hour as if they come rushing onto the scene. Therefore, the officer must first make an initial assessment of the situation. In this assessment the officer would need to consider the health and safety of others. This is important as any children or vulnerable adults need to be vacated off the scene in order to avoid further harm and confusion. This is also important as if it was a scene where multiple individuals have been injured then causing more would make the scene more chaotic.   
Before going on scene, the officer must ensure they follow a check list which details what they must prioritise as well as what powers they have. For example, the officer can rely on 5 pieces of legislation which will help them on scene. These legislations include. 
Section 17(1)(b) of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE) A officer may enter a premise to search in order to arrest the person committing an offence. 
Section 17(1)(e) of PACE an officer may enter a property or premises in order to save a life or prevent property damage. 
Under common law the officer has the power to prevent or deal with breaches of the peace. 
Section 48 of the children's act 1989 allows the officer to search a child in need of protection if they have a warrant. 
Lastly an officer may exercise a power which has been attached to a civil order, for example occupation and there has been a breach. 

However, it has been shown that the first responding officer at a crime scene have not used these powers. Marsh (2019) states “police do not use existing powers” This has led to failing individuals who have suffered from sexual and domestic abuse. Whenever or not the police understand what powers they have, it is important that officers are aware of these powers as it could make a difference between gathering valuable evidence or losing it. 
The officer must also make sure that they have personal protection equipment before going onto the scene then as this is vital for evidence as the officers may contribute to the loss of evidence due to cross contamination. This would leave the police with very little to analyse as they can no longer effectively evaluate the evidence which is important as it would place them with a much more difficult position when trying to determine who the suspect is. 
Also, the officer at the scene must ensure they inform any colleagues nearby to the location of the scene and make the control room aware that an incident has happened. This is important as this ensures the control room is ready to send more support to the location if needed. This also allows the officer to have more support when it comes to controlling the scene and start the cordoning off process. 
Another reason why it is important for the officer to report the incident is to get support from and assistance from the senior officer or from specialist units like CIC. 
The officer must also ensure they get the maximum amount of information as possible. To do this the officer must clearly and loudly when first arriving onto the scene take control and ask all present people what happened. This is important as if the officer Is not quick enough then any potential witnesses or suspects may vacate the area. Therefore, its critical for the officer to have their body cams on so that they can analyse the footage later. This is important as the officer might have missed crucial information said by a witness or didn’t notice an individual flee from the scene.
It has been shown however, that cases have been failing due to evidence not being disclosed. Victims have been reluctant to share information with officers which has resulted in cases falling through. Ephgrave (2018) told the BBC that “for too long to disclose evidence” This is important, if new evidence is not disclosed then the case has a much high chance of falling through. Like the case of Oliver Meres who was accused of sexual assault, had found a diary which supported his case which led to his case being dropped. 
An officer must also be aware of any hazards or risks on the scene. This could be chemicals, weapons or unstable surfaces. This is important as it allows the officer to ensure no one else can be hurt at the scene. They must also be aware of poor lighting as this can also cause further harm as if an individual isn't careful then they could slip on a pool of blood or body fluids which have been left at the scene. However, these are not the only hazards an officer should make a note of as victims may also become a hazard if they are in distress and may be panicking or intoxicated. The officer must take time to calm the victim, witnesses or suspects at the scene. 

Taking control of the area is also important as the officer could now control people and keep them away from any evidence. This could be blood, DNA or fingerprints which has been left on the scene. Not only is this important however but the officer can now preserve any injured individuals by making sure they are safe.
The first responding officer must then control the scene by identifying witnesses. This could be using onlookers to help with information or discarding onlookers if they do not appear to be useful. For example, asking someone if they have seen anyone at the scene and they respond by telling the officer they have just turned up to see what happened. This is important as the officer needs to have the bare minimum of people on the scene as possible. Therefore, cording off the scene is important as this would allow the officer to set up an area to determine how wide the crime scene is. This is important as it gives the forensic team an area to work with, as well as it prevents civilians from walking onto the scene. 
In order to be effective when talking to the witnesses and victims. The police must build a rapport. This is a part of the checklist action to ensure the safety of vulnerable people and victims. When done right, the police can be effective as a good rapport could ensure witness cooperation while making them feel safe and comfortable.  
If the officer had made the first account of the scene by recording, then they should review the footage before making a statement or use it as evidence. This is important as the footage must be relevant to the crime and the case. This ensures that future material is on the same lines as the first account so that building a case around the evidence can run more smoothly. 
In conclusion the first responding officer has many different reasonability's which has been proven to work as well as fail the victims when collecting and protecting the evidence, the rate it takes an officer to disclose evidence has been proven to be far too long which has led to cases being dropped. As well as the police not exercising their powers when they arrive at a scene. This has also led to a failure of not being able to gather evidence as officers have been unable to gather evidence by either being denied access to a property or not being able to get information from the victim or witnesses. However, the procedure does work in practice as it gives the first responding officer guidelines to follow when they first arrive on the scene. 









Part B: Analyse the methods of practice for the recovery and examination of forensic evidence
Forensics is arguably one of the most important science when It is prevalent to catch a criminal or find evidence to place a suspect at a scene of a crime. As it was said by Kirk (1902-1970) Wherever he steps, whatever he touches, whatever he leaves, even unconsciously, will serve as a witness against him.” Every footprint we make and everything we touch leaves a trail back to original source. This assignment will look at the importance of keeping forensic evidence preserved by critically evaluating the methods of practice set for recovering forensic evidence. As well as looking into the legislations, procedures, recovery and examination. 
Forensics is important as it can be used to prove and disclose an individual at a scene which would help the police narrow down suspects or potential witnesses. It can also link an already suspected person to a scene furthering along the investigation. Forensics may also be used to verify witnesses' statements placing them at the scene as well as revving the sequence of events which happened at the scene to match the statement. 
However, it is important to understand how forensic experts recognise what kind of forensic evidence that are looking for. This can be separated into three groups which consists of evidence. First you have physical evidence which consists of weapons, tools and sharp objects. Secondly you would have body materials which are narrowed down as bodily fluids like flehm or materials like hair. Lastly you would have impressions which can be essentially brought down to fingerprints, bullet holes and tyre tracks. Not only does this help with evidence but forensic science can also identify which tool was used by the dent on the damaged area. The can spot this by using tool mark analyse forensic experts can differentiate between the different pattern and marks that are left on the heads of tools.  
Therefore, it is very important to understand what kind of protective measures the forensic team and the police look for when entering a crime scene. Normally the forensic team would follow the principle of exchange. This principle is important as the forensic team would need to be aware that they are in danger of contaminating evidence as when someone enters the crime scene, they are bringing in DNA and taking it away. The forensic team would have to be critical on how they approach the scene by wearing PPE, double layer gloves and coverings for their feet. This is critical as they do not want to contaminate any fingerprints, footprints, DNA or fibres.
This is ensured by the streamlined forensic reporting process which was created for forensic members to comply with criminal procedure rules. These rules are broken down into three parts with part 1 ensuring that justice is delivered while being respectful to both the defendant and the victim. Part 2 makes sure the rules are complied with and part 3 is how the management if the case should be present when it comes to court. These rules are essential for the forensic team as they must be followed and remembered when gathering evidence so there is no neglect in the duties of the forensic officers. 

This is further emphasized by the forensics code of practice by setting guidelines for those who turn up on scene. It ensures the practitioners to follow a standardised procedure which aids them when retrieving evidence as well as what sort of training an individual should have before going on scene. It follows a wide range of procedures for different scenarios, for example in a case of a scene of collision then the forensic officers should record the scene, take speed estimations and conduct a vehicle analyse. It is important that the forensic team has different procedures for different scenarios as the gathering of evidence will be different at each crime scene.
Although, having the right procedure is prevalent when collecting forensic evidence. It is salient that the correct method of evidence gathering is practiced as this is a vital part of the prosecution process. Therefore, packaging and preserving evidence so that it can be identified later in court is paramount because if it was to become contaminated or not correctly placed away then it becomes useless as evidence. One example of when evidence was not correctly preserved is the case of Arizona v Youngblood (1988) Bernstine (1990) states “Davids underwear and T-shirt was not refrigerated” This is important as this was a sexual assault case where bodily fluids is vital to confirming the offender actions. The stains on the T-shirt and underwear could have been used as evidence against the offender. However, the failure to refrigerate the clothing allowed the stains to go stail and evidence was lost. 
Another procedure which is vital to evidence gathering for the forensic team is how they chain evidence in order to confirm the sequence of events that a victim had stated. This is important as evidence can become irrelevant along the chain as the investigation procedures. Also, if the evidence isn't correctly labelled or has not been catalogued away correctly where it is easy to distinguish then the evidence can easily become lost within the chain. One example of where evidence was easily lost was with the failure of the Asheville police department. The departments evidence room was unorganised which was the result in the loss of criminal evidence which arguably would have helped the officers prosecute countless offenders. This is important as all the evidence within the room would have become irrelevant as they wouldn't have been able to determine where a chain of evidence or ends. It was also stated that impressions, physical evidence and body materials were also never found within the room as the cataloguing system was not implemented correctly. 
Furthermore, to completely ensure that the forensic evidence is properly secured. The officer should make copies of the evidence like photographs, sketches and recording the scene in order to preserve it exactly the way it was found. This is important so that those who wasn’t at the crime scene can review the scene without being there. They can also provide insight to what happened by giving their opinions on what the scene looks like. This also helps as it prides evidence on where impressionable physical or bodily evidence was found. This is important as it proves the relevance of the evidence which was found at the scene. 

This is important as Stole (2012) states “one of the central questions in a trial is if the defendant did it or not” This is important as forensic evidence isn’t arguably straight forward as the evidence can lead to so many different possibilities. Therefore, it is vital that the chain of evidence is straight forward enough that an estimation can be made. The physical evidence collected at the scene and the interrupted chain of evidence would then be analysed for the forensic expert in order to piece together the puzzle and ensure they haven't got any irrelevant evidence and that it would make sense at court. This is called the interpretation process which if done correctly would help convict an offender. 
The evidence would then be sent to court so that it can be ready to be used in support in a case. The evidence would then be placed into exhibits which the principle is it is a document to be used as evidence. The officer has the power at common law to retrain and use of evidence as long as it is lawfully acquired.  The prosecutor is then trusted with the evidence and have the responsibility to ensure there is no damage to the evidence or tamping. To cooperate with the defence in order to allow them access to the exhibits, as well as, showing the exhibits at court. 
In conclusion forensics has a wide variety of procedures and protocol which ensures its members to correctly and safely recover forensic evidence without much trouble. These procedures are also important for the examination of forensic evidence as without these procedures put in place then convicting a criminal would become very difficult. Therefore, when approaching a crime scene, the officer should record the scene in any way possible this helps with recovery of evidence by showing where the evidence was found. This shows the identification of physical, bodily and impressionable evidence. It also helps if the officer follows the forensic codes of practice to ensure they are prepared for what kind of process they need to for the evidence. This evidence needs to be packed away correctly in order to avoid contamination as well as catalogued within the system so that the officers do not lose the evidence and ruin the chain. This is important as if the officers lose the chain of evidence then it makes the exhibits, they have prepared irrelevant as they won't have the evidence there to convict. Furthermore, forensics experts should take care when examining evidence. Wearing gloves and PPE helps prevent contamination and provides a more accurate reading of DNA. 
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