
 THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF BRANDING



SO WHAT IS AN ‘ARTIST BRAND’

AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

A brand identity is a condensed representation of everything an artist 
stands for. 

By creating a ‘brand’ an artist can become instantly recognisable, 
target their specific audience and create a sense of loyalty with their 
listeners. 

A brand is a set of values. it should be cohesive throughout the public 
image, incorporating key elements of genre, persona and image based 
on a foundation of core beliefs. 

Building an artist brand creates a recognisable identity which affiliates 
with the target audience sector.



DAVID BOWIE
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NO MATTER THE PERSONA, IT IS ALWAYS DAVID BOWIE AT THE 
CORE…



THE SAME PRINCIPALS APPLY TO PRODUCERS….



WHAT IS  YOUR 
AUTHENTICITY?

WHY SHOULD ANYONE BE LISTENING?

IT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WINNING AND LOSING!



 THE AUTHENTIC PERSON:
▸ The authentic person experiences reality by knowing, being and 

becoming credible and responsive. 

▸ Embraces uniqueness in themselves and others. 

▸ Is  true to their-self and does not create pretence to manipulate 
the perceptions of others. 

▸ Does not wear a mask to conform to perceived ideals. 

▸ Listens to others  and evaluates but forms their own conclusions. 

▸ Does not play the victim but takes responsibility for themselves 
and their actions.



WHO ARE YOU?
Summarise in one short paragraph….



QUESTIONS TO ANSWER….?

▸ What is your gift to the audience?  

▸ What is your goal as an artist? 

▸ What have been your key influences? 

▸ Do you feel more inspired to write when you are happy or sad?  

▸ Do you prefer to observe or engage with the world around you? 

▸ What is the mood of your music? 

▸ What makes you unique? 

▸ Is there a storyline to your current single/album?



20 QUESTIONS TO DEFINE YOU!
HEAVEN OR HELL 
SUNRISE OR SUNSET 
SUMMER OR WINTER 
WEDDING OR FUNERAL 
LAUGH OR CRY 
TOGETHER OR ALONE 
FREEDOM OR OPPRESSION 
PEACE OR WAR 
ANGELS OR DEMONS 
RAINBOW OR STORM

STONES OR FEATHERS 
URBAN OR NATURE 
LEAD OR FOLLOW 
THUNDER OR RAIN 
HEARTBREAK OR LOVE 
FIGHT OR PLAY 
SMASH OR HOLD 
RUN OR STROLL 
SWIM OR FLY 
ACTIVIST OR PACIFIST 



MAPPING

STRONG (red) SOFT (pink)

URBAN, LEAD, THUNDER, SMASH,  
HEARTBREAK, ACTIVIST FEATHER, REASON, PLAY, WALK,

LIGHT (yellow) DARK (blue)

TOGETHER, FREEDOM
FUNERAL, CRY, HELL, SUNSET, 
WINTER, FUNERAL, CRY, WAR, 

DEMONS, STORM



COLOUR PSYCHOLOGY



ARTIST PROFILE

CRAWFORD MACK



MUSIC STYLE AND INFLUENCES 

• Folk and Jazz 

• Indie and Blues 

• Celtic Cynicism  

• Storytelling 

• Personal Experience

“NEEDING THAT LYRIC TO EXIST”

“A MEETING POINT OF DIFFERENT TRADITIONS”



IMAGE - ETHOS- MOOD

• Image - Cool, strong, 
uncompromising, soulful, 
powerful   

• Ethos - Self reflection, 
observer, melancholic  

• Mood - Dark, balance of 
soft and strong, sadness.

“CONFIDENCE IN VULNERABILITY”



COLOUR REFERENCES -
NEUTRAL, EARTH-TONES, BLUES, GREENS:  REPRESENTING 
STRENGTH AND KEY MOOD ELEMENTS, MEDIUM CONTRAST



ARTISTIC INFLUENCES
HARD EDGED, HIGH CONTRAST, STRONG 
LINES, GRAPHIC 



STYLE REFERENCE
CLEAN CUT, TAILORED, BEATNIK, STRONG, 
SLIGHT RETRO VIBE



www.ellehalley.co.uk 

info@ellehalley.co.uk 

07540 293672 

instagram - @ellehalley @ellehalleyimagemaker 

facebook - Elle-Halley Image Maker

http://www.ellehalley.co.uk
mailto:info@ellehalley.co.uk


NEGATIVE NANCY



AMPLIFY DOT



PEARL FISH



 EXERCISE - STEP BY STEP - IN PAIRS

CREATING AN ARTIST PROFILE

1. What is your gift to your audience? 

2. Ask the questions. 

3. Image, ethos, mood. 

4. Mood boards - style, typography, artistic inspiration. 

5. Colour palette. 

6. Shooting style.


