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Reflective Paper
My previous experiences with safeguarding are very limited and restricted to lessons for my health and social care course in sixth form. However, these lessons did not cover the subject to the same extent as the lectures I have just received. I was just taught the basics and how to detect that a child may need safeguarding. I was taught about some legislation and acts such as the Children Act 2004.  I only learnt about two case studies that link to safeguarding, Baby P and Daniel Pelka. In my setting experiences I was never told or given the information about their safeguarding policies which means that I would not have known the action(s) to take if I was concerned about a child in my care. Also, I did not experience an Estyn inspection (Estyn, no date) or a Care Inspectorate Wales (Care Inspectorate Wales, 2018) inspection whilst at a setting which might explain why I did not see any policies.  So, my knowledge about safeguarding is not very extensive. 
In my group discussion my colleagues and I played the roles of keyworker, manager of the setting, health visitor, social worker and child protection officer. I played the role of the keyworker – someone who has a very close relationship with the child and is trusted by them.  The UNCRC say in Article 19 (UNICEF, no date) that children should be protected from violence, abuse and neglect that they may receive from parents or caregivers. The keyworker would provide comfort to the child if they were upset, play and enjoy time with them and provide intimate bodily care (Pacey, 2016). All of these roles have to work together to make sure a child is safe from harm. As safeguarding is a big issue it would be difficult for just one person to try to sort things out if there was a problem. This is why multi-agency working is so important as it allows different professionals to contribute with their view as they do not all see the same things.  
Other professionals may also be involved in an initial child protection conference such as a doctor, dentist, family support worker, police officer or a parole officer if the mother is young. All these professions in Wales will follow the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 (Children in Wales, 2014).  The procedures comprise 5 parts. The first part contains definitions of abuse and neglect, provides a context for child protection work and describes the underlying principles. Part two concerns the procedure for what people should do if they are concerned that a child may be being abused or that there is a risk of abuse. This part is essential reading for all those working with or caring for children. The third part describes the procedures that are followed when a report of abuse of neglect of a child has been made. Part four provides information regarding the management of different types of abuse. The final part consists of the protocols which have been developed since 2002 by the All Wales Child Protection Procedures Review Group (Children in Wales, 2008). 
[bookmark: _Hlk5796121]All agencies have a different contribution to make towards safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children based on the functions which they have responsibilities for. The responsibilities of safeguarding can be divided into four types: individual, professional, organisational and multi-agency.  Individual responsibilities can be contained within jobs, professional responsibilities are determined by codes of conduct which are discipline specific. Organisational responsibilities have distinct lines of accountability through the organisation to senior management level.  Multi-agency responsibilities concern the way in which different bodies work together to safeguard children via the Local Safeguarding Children Board (Welsh Government, 2004).
The actions points that emerged from our discussion were for the social worker to make regular visits and try to get the family some sort of support. The protection officer to try to make contact with the father as he was absent. We felt that Mum should attend her appointment with the GP to help her with her postnatal depression. The nursery setting will keep an eye on the child’s attendance and his keyworker will make it a safe and comfortable environment where he will be able to express his concerns. The manger and keyworker of the setting play a big part in the child’s day to day life as he will go there five days a week. They can help to monitor his eating habits and also his hygiene. They will also notice changes in his behaviour as he has been in the setting since a young age. The setting would be a safe a familiar place where the child goes as part of his daily routine. However, he will probably only have seen the health visitor, social worker and child protection officer a few times although they will have seen him with his family in his home environment and may have some thoughts as to what may be wrong at home and how best to improve things for the child. We also looked at UNCRC to help decide what would be best for the children and what rights are important to include into our points (UNICEF, no date).
One of the more challenging aspects of this module is that the relevant legislation has changed so much through the years due to a number of high-profile cases such as that of Jasmine Beckford 1984 (The Guardian, 2019) and Victoria Climbié in 2000 (Laming, 2003).  One of the changes brought about was the introduction of Local Safeguarding Children Boards. In addition, practice itself has changed as a result of the Bichard Report (2002) (Bichard, 2004) which introduced the CRB check (now known as DBS) which has helped to protect many children from harm (Gov.uk, 2019). Something which has particularly surprised and shocked me is the amount of time (two years) it takes for an act to come into force. Another challenging aspect would be knowing just when to flag up concerns for a child as doing so may have an impact on the lives of the child and family that were referred to the social services. The concerns I may have could have just been a ‘one-off’ however I now know that there should be an extensive record of any concerns with the child before a referral is made to social services. 
Studying this module will impact my future practice as I am now more knowledgeable about safeguarding.  What I have learnt will shape the way I will work with young children in any early years setting I may be working in.  I now know exactly what to do if I have any concerns about a child in my care. I feel much more confident in my own knowledge of safeguarding and appreciate just how important it is.  I can understand how big an issue it is and how many people are involved in safeguarding – for example, a dinner lady at school will have important information regarding the children that she sees at mealtimes.  These ‘dinner ladies’ often act as playground supervisors and in that role, their information is of the utmost importance as they see how the child acts outside the classroom.  Safeguarding is clearly a crucial part of early years care.
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