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[bookmark: _Toc149828313]Introduction
The main objective of this study is to elaborate on the importance of research skills in academic careers along with defining the research skill itself. Apart from that, different strategies of reach will also be described within this study along with elaborating their use in academic career as well. Furthermore, this study will also a discussion about the importance and role of research skills in the future in the personal as well as professional career development of an individual. 
This discussion about research skills and their various aspects has been taken from a journal called ‘Research Methods for Business Students, fifth edition’ written by Mark Saunders, Philip Lewis and Adian Thornhill.  
[bookmark: _Toc149828314]Defining Research skills and its importance in academic career
Research skills can be described as the ability of an individual to provide answers to any given question by collecting the right and appropriate information about the topic reviewing them as well as analysing the factors and the information to support the solution in an effective way. Research skill is one of the most important skills to have in an academic career to effectively gain insights and knowledge about different topics and to enhance the quality of education (Allison et al. 2016). 
The importance of research skills is directly related to the advancement of the academic career of any individual where research skills not only allow a person to develop the capability to find information about different topics but also engage an individual with learning and improving some core skills of academic career like being attentive and focusing to details, problem-solving as well as effective time management as well. This feature in developing research skills allows students to acquire an overall development of skills for their academic career which is highly beneficial for the further persuasion of academic career. Skills like note-taking, critical thinking, attention to detail as well and time management are essential abilities to have in the academic career of a student to acquire quality learning as well as enhance the academic performance which can be possible through learning and acquiring research skills (Thomas, 2004).
Apart from these factors, acquiring good research skills also helps to expand the knowledge of the students by giving them access to the latest information that makes them updated as well as informative in their academic career. Besides this, research skills enhance the credibility of the students in a good manner as well. Being informative through acquiring research skills allows a student to build opinions and ideas through gaining the right and detailed information about something which helps to build a rationalistic approach within a student as well. Furthermore, research skills also help to develop new and innovative ideas along with enhancing the curiosity to acquire knowledge and information about various topics which enhances the performance of the students in their academic careers as well (Indeed, 2023).             
[bookmark: _Toc149828315]Elaborating different research strategies and their applications
There are various types of research strategies which are used by researchers or academic individuals to effectively collect data about any specific topic and to develop solutions with reliable sources of information. Some commonly used research strategies are surveys, experiments, archival research, case studies etc. Following these research strategies, researchers need to be capable of accessing various sources of information over the internet as well as from libraries and in the form of human interviews.
Experiment:
The experiment strategy of research is done within a controlled environment where the researcher engages to measure the outcome of the topic or purpose by incorporating willing participants randomly and doing experiments based on multiple simulations. Conducting this type of research allows the researcher to find appreciated data about the topic or subject that is being researched by collecting first-hand data through interviewing people or acquiring insights from experiments. This type of research needs to use data from reliable sources involving human opinions and observations along with accessing relative journals and theories (Saunders et al. 2016).    
Case study:
A case study is another popular strategy of research where researchers select different participants randomly along with making a group of multiple participants where the researcher questions each participant and notes their opinions for further analysis. Within this type of research, a researcher is directly involved with the source of information rather than collecting data from secondary sources internet articles and journals  (Saunders et al. 2016).   
Secondary research:
The secondary research method is a very popular form or strategy to research where a researcher involves finding data about the research topic by accessing different journals, scholarly articles, and reviews through accessing internet platforms as well as books and published research articles from libraries as well. Following this type of research strategy, a researcher is highly dependable on his or her research skills where the researcher has to find the information from reliable sources through using research skills (Indeed, 2023).
All of these research strategies are followed in academic institutions where acquiring good research skills allows students to apply these strategies in their education in an effective way to enhance their quality of knowledge.      
[bookmark: _Toc149828316]Discussing the role of research skills in personal and professional development
Personal Development:
Acquiring research skills is highly beneficial in the personal development of an individual where each individual can build new skills as well as develop different perspectives and opinions on different aspects more logically and rationally. Acquiring research skills engages a person to develop new and innovative ideas in bringing solutions to a problem. Having this quality allows a  person to face any type of problem in their personal life and to overcome it in a sustainable way. Besides this, research skills allow a person to develop a curious attitude towards life which enhances the capability of being open towards learning from any different situation of life and being positive as well. Acquiring research skills also helps individuals to increase their reach to people as well as to relevant knowledge of the present time which provides a person with a better perspective of the present time and to build a strategy to improve accordingly (Indeed, 2023).
 For Example, becoming a student in any university, there are a large number of projects and assignments like case studies and dissertations which can not be completed without having good research skills. Harvard University, which is one of the most popular education institutes all around the world considers research skills as the essential factor to pursue their courses which is declared in their Conduct of Courses (Harvard, 2023).
   
Professional Development: 
Besides personal development, research skills also play a huge role in the development of the professional career of an individual as well. Acquiring research skills engages an individual in developing awareness of present-day scenarios along with building opinions according to the information and facts which ultimately leads to creating a better perspective in solving issues in working life with an informative and knowledge-based approach. Besides this, generating innovative ideas is another aspect of having research skills for an individual which allows him to come up with new and unique solutions for different workplace issues (MacPhail et al.2019). Pursuing an effective professional career it is very important for an individual to manage time effectively to perform efficiently whereas acquiring research skills allows an individual to develop time management skills as well.  These are the reasons which make research skills an essential factor for a professional career.
For Example, A professional Writer must acquire good research skills to pursue his or her career and each book and journal needs to be contained with reliable information to make them approachable and attractive (Linkedin, 2023).        
[bookmark: _Toc149828317]Conclusion
This study concludes that research skills are one of the most important and valuable skills to have in academic as well as in the professional career of an individual which not only helps to expand knowledge but also helps to develop certain skills which are essential for personal as well as for professional development of that individual. Research skills also allow an individual to develop perspective and opinion about the present time depending on information and insights which helps to create a logical and rationalistic approach within an individual as well. There are various different strategies of research like experimental, secondary research, and case study which are widely used in different educational institutes and can be acquired through learning research skills.    
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