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The rights of children in Wales are of maximum importance to the Welsh
Government, using the fundamental foundations of the UNCRC, The Welsh
Government continue to develop policy for the care and education of children in
Wales. (Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure, 2011). The Care
Inspectorate of Wales, (CIW) is the organisation responsible for the control and
education of quality-of-care standards, and the procedure to monitor and inform to
ensure best practice across the country. (Welsh Government, 2016)

Quality is a difficult thing to pinpoint according to Cottle and Alexander, (2012). The
term ‘Quality’ is defined in the Oxford Dictionary Online, (2023) as “the standard of
something”. However, it is clear through research that standards are not a universal
concept. To explore this, it is useful to look at examples of the term in different
contexts.

‘Quality of Healthcare’, the quality of care a person will expect to receive is unique to
their own situation. An example of this, is a person living with continued care and
support, affected by a disability or lifelong condition. Whereas someone managing a
short-term medical situation requiring care, will undoubtably have a separate set of
expectations. (NHS Providers, no date). When considering ‘Quality of life’, Ratcliffe,
et al. (2017). Describes the answers from both young people and old age pensioners
when asked how they viewed the phrase ‘quality of life’ — The results showed a vast
difference in where the groups placed importance of certain aspects of life, and how
the word ‘quality’ became a diverse notion.

Finally, ‘Quality engagement.” Can the measure for quality when considering children
entering a setting be compared? What about the children who use a different first
language than English? The expectations must be individual and specific to their
personal development and surrounding circumstances. (Castro, D. Espinosa, L &
Paez, M. 2011)

This common thread shows that quality must be generally measured and deduced
by the stakeholders and service users, using their levels of expected standards to
identify how effective or poor a service may be.

However, the variety of stakeholders — Parent’s/Carers, Local Authorities,
Governments, even the children directly affected by the service or setting, similarly
present a diverse variety of stances when considering levels of quality, which can
cause challenges when trying to meet and fulfil needs. (Cottle and Alexander, 2012).
Sylva, et al, (2010). and Wolf, (2021). Are among many to cite the work of Katz
(1993). Who identifies the vast differences in levels of quality expected between
stakeholders, such as parents and governmental policy developers in the early
years. Not only are there differences between stakeholder groups as expected, but
there are also high levels of divergent and conflicting opinions within the individual
groups (for example parents/carers), who uniquely class certain factors as more
essential, and prioritise them over others.

Regardless of these barriers surrounding quality and meeting the needs of
stakeholders, Early Years settings and providers are required by law to follow
regulated standards that must meet and surpass the ‘National Minimum Standards
for Regulated Childcare for children up to the age of 12 years. (Welsh Government,
2016).

Although, solely meeting legal requirements and adhering to policy driven qualitative
standards does not necessarily allow for quality provision. High quality is found in
positive, everyday interactions with well trained, passionate staff, an individual
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approach to child led care and education and a genuine response to stakeholder
concerns and feedback. (Hayes, et al. 2017)

The setting providing care has a responsibility to meet the regulated requirements
but also, to satisfy the needs of their stakeholders, they must use quality assurance
tools to identify areas of developmental needs required for their personal settings.
(Welsh Government, 2016)

This paper highlights some of the benefits of quality assurance in the early years,
and critically evaluates two professional development quality assurance tools which
reflect the importance of raising and obtaining high standards.

Over the years, there are countless sources of research that suggest children who
receive high quality care and education within their earliest years, display greater
developmental outcomes in areas such as general education, reading, writing, oracy
and numeracy. Along with promoting independence, more enhanced concentration
and strengthened individual qualities. (Welsh Government, 2014). Despite this
research, there have been noted inconsistencies in providing firm evidence of
improvements to language attainment following studies of Early Education and
Development, according to short term outcomes within the research of Melhuish and
Gardener, (2021). And Hong, S. et al. (2019)

Whilst not clearly or precisely indicated through research to date, many believe
future results will soon begin to show the impact and evidenced benéefits in children,
who have access to high quality childcare. (Welsh Government, 2022). Measuring
this ‘quality’ in the early years is done both internally and on an external level.
Quality assurance takes the form of Local Authority and Education board
Inspections, to identify areas of excellence and areas where revisions need to be
made to improve. (CIW, 2023) However, internal audits and evaluations to observe
and record progress are critical if settings wish to meet and exceed the national
minimum standards set by the Welsh government, Department for Education and
UNCRC. (Welsh Government, 2016).

Observation is required by law to assess and inform, providing unique child led
support towards development within the early years. (Welsh Government. 2014)
However, Bradbury, (2014) expresses concern that while observation is a known
critical tool in collecting information in the Early Years, it cannot always be a true,
evidenced reflection of learning and development due to its restrictions, thus leading
to incorrect data collection.

Agreeing, Macblain and Gray, (2016). Discuss how observation can be misleading
and cite the work of Bandura (1997), and Colvered and Hodgkin, (2011) who while
recognising the benefits of observation of children, foresee some of the limitations
and obstacles. For example, children who model and imitate expected behaviours or
the behaviours of their peers through lack of understanding or lack of confidence in
their own capabilities. The Department for Education, (2021). State that practitioners
must observe children in their care daily and reflect on the observations they make,
while considering the additional observations from parents and care givers outside of
school, and services related to the children in the wider community, to build a clearer
picture of the child’s personal developing journey.

In Wales, programmes, observation tools and screening documents are continuing to
be developed to aid internal quality assurance in the Early Years. Following the
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Covid Pandemic and in the wake of the country’s financial crisis, poverty is a
significant problem affecting families everywhere. (Bevan foundation, 2020).
Focusing on these challenges, Welsh Government (2022) devised a program to
support the health and development of children in Wales. The partnership
programme links services and communities to realise improved outcomes holistically
through structured surveillance.

Another quality assurance method introduced is The Early Years Wales, Childcare
Awareness toolkit (Early Years Wales, 2022). ‘Quality-For-All’, assisting services and
settings to improve their delivered quality through reflection, assessment and review,
meeting and exceeding the Welsh Governments policies in place.

Through extensive research into the benefits of assessing and assuring high quality
engagement and interaction, the development of Early Years Rating Scales have
been created. Siraj, Kingston, & Melhuish, (2015). have collectively created scales to
enhance and monitor outcomes of early years provision and identify and improve the
use of sustained shared thinking. The Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional
Well-being Scale ((SSTEW)) was created to build and monitor consistency when
assuring quality service is being provided within the formative years, through adult
behaviours and exploring the emotional well-being in children. (Hoare, no date).
Additionally, the (ECERS) and (ITERS) scales provide a tool to create a pedagogical
approach to reflection, and improve the provision sustained by enabling adults and
the environment. (Howard, et al. 2018)

The (SSTEW) Scale is built up of 14 elemental processes, then divided into five
areas of assessment, developing confidence, well-being, language and
communication, critical thinking and assessment of learning. These areas are then
rated in a scale from 1-7. 1 being ‘Inadequate’ and 7 being ‘Excellent’. (Howard, et
al. 2018). (Hoare, no date). and (Siraj, Kingston, & Melhuish, 2015). An example of
the scale under the subscale of how supporting critical thinking is measured, is set
out in statements which identify the level of attainment the setting has reached. An
‘inadequate’ statement refers to ‘Staff showing little understanding’ of a concept in
one of the core learning aims set out by the Welsh Government. A midpoint in the
scale which lies between minimal and good, would evidence ‘Staff encouraging
children to make connections’ to these concepts, and at the height of the scale at
number 7, the ‘Staff would model’ behaviour in problem solving to encourage the
children to actively explore the concepts. (Yr Athrofa, no date). These assessments
are completed by highly trained and qualified staff who undergo training and are
moderated to provide inter-rater integrity. However, the scale can be used internally
for self-evaluation purposes. (Howard, et al. 2018). The outcomes of the (SSTEW)
scale assessment inform practitioners and develop techniques in interaction and
engagement. Follow up assessments are completed, and a base-line score is given
to settings to reflect upon with feedback. (Siraj, Kingston, & Melhuish, 2015). At the
end of the (SSTEW) assessment there is a section devoted to self-reflection
progression steps, which highlights areas for professional development, planning
and enhanced provision to ensure the stakeholders are happy with the child
development outcomes. While the (SSTEW) Scale is a useful tool to assess staff
provision, it comes with some limitations. It must be used alongside other tools to
assess the environment etc, as it only looks at the impact of emotional well-being
through adult interaction. (Siraj, Kingston, & Melhuish, 2015). Another area of
limitations that may affect the outcomes of the (SSTEW) analyses are highlighted in
a research project carried out by Macdonald, Gealy, & Tinney, (2021). Who identify
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unavoidable inconsistencies in staffing and the management of early years settings
across Wales that will evidently create different outcomes, potentially leading to
difficulties in assessing under a universal bracket. Although, in addition to this,
Wieduwilt, Lehrl, and Anders. (2023). Refer to the evaluation tool as reliable, even
though it is advisable to continue to find ways to improve it. (Hoare, no date).

A second tool used in quality assurance in Early Years is the ‘Quality Counts’
Approach (NDNA, no date). This Framework has been created by the National Day
Nursery Association with the foundations developed on the UNCRC and best
practice in the Early Years Sector. (NDNA, no date) The Framework aims to identify
and improve areas of provision in settings through staff evaluation and reflection.
The main purpose of the assurance tool is to encourage every member of the
setting, to take part and make improvements consistently across the service,
demonstrating and evidencing areas of need and areas of improved outcomes. With
access to almost 100 Self-Evaluation templates, Online and in-person audits with
feedback and progression steps, and support from the industries professionals,
settings can improve upon the quality of service their children and families receive
under 4 areas of reflection, ‘Play and Learning’, ‘Health, Safety and Well-being’,
‘Leadership and Management’ and ‘Workforce’.

NDNA (no date) promise to raise outcomes for the setting in preparation for their
Government led inspection processes, however, this service and
certification/accreditation comes at a cost of £1125.00 for a basic package.

Sadly, these types of specialised quality assurance packages and accreditations are
expensive and unaffordable for settings in the lowest supported areas, making them
inaccessible to those who would benefit greatly from the information they offer.
(Brennan, D. and Adamson, E., 2014). (Fenech, M. 2013).

In conclusion, Quality assurance in the Early Years is an integral way to identify
areas of excellence, but also areas that need improvement, and set goals to strive
towards surpassing the expectations of legislation and service users/stake-holders.
(Eisenstadt, 2010). While quality, as discussed in this written work, does not fall
under a universal concept, universally politicians, services, parents/carers and
children alike expect a certain standard of what is important to them. Reaching and
exceeding standards no matter how personal and unique to the circumstances of the
setting or stakeholder can only improve the outcomes for better provision and ensure
best practice, in turn supporting the development of the children in the setting in line
with the four purposes set out by the Welsh Government, (2022)

References

Bandura A (1997) Self-efficacy: ‘The Exercise of Control’. Freeman: New York, USA

Bevan Foundation (2020). Poverty in Wales: ‘What does the latest data say?’
Available at: https://www.bevanfoundation.org/views/poverty-in-wales-what-does-
the-latest-data-say/ (Accessed: 29 March 2023)

Bradbury, A. (2014). Early childhood assessment: ‘observation, teacher ‘knowledge’
and the production of attainment data in early years setting’. Comparative Education.
50:3, 322-339, DOI: 10.1080/03050068.2014.921371 Available at:


https://www.bevanfoundation.org/views/poverty-in-wales-what-does-the-latest-data-say/
https://www.bevanfoundation.org/views/poverty-in-wales-what-does-the-latest-data-say/

2107703
ECEY6011

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/03050068.2014.9213717?needAccess
=true&role=button (Accessed: 29 March 2023)

Brennan, D. and Adamson, E., (2014). Financing the future: ‘An equitable and
sustainable approach to early childhood education and care. Sydney, NSW: Social
Policy Research Centre, University of New South Wales’. Available at:
https://childcarecanada.org/sites/default/files/Financing (Accessed: 30 March 2023)

Campbell-Barr, V. and Leeson, C., (2016). Quality and Leadership in the Early
Years: ‘Research, Theory and Practice’. 55 City Road, London: SAGE Publications
Ltd. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473972414 [Accessed 30 Mar 2023].

Care Inspectorate Wales, (2023). Joint inspection case studies with Estyn. Available
at: https://www.careinspectorate.wales/joint-inspection-case-studies-estyn
(Accessed: 29 March 2023)

Castro, D. Espinosa, L & Paez, M. (2011). Defining and measuring quality early
childhood practices that promote dual language learners' development and learning.
Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281333493 (Accessed: 26
March 2023)

Colverd S, Hodgkin B (2011) ‘Developing Emotional Intelligence in the Primary
School’. Routledge: London

CQI/IRCA, (2023). What is Quality? Available at: https://www.quality.org/what-quality
(Accessed: 25 March 2023)

Department for Education, (2021). Statutory framework for the early years foundation
stage: ‘Setting the standards for learning, development and care for children from
birth to five’. Available at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/974907/EYFS _framework - March_2021.pdf (Accessed: 28 March
2023)

Dr. Lilian G. Katz (1993). Multiple perspectives on the quality of early childhood
programmes, European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 1:2, 5-9, DOI:
10.1080/13502939385207411

Early Years Wales, (2022). Quality Assurance: ‘Quality-for-All’ Available at:
https://www.cwlwm.org.uk/childcare-organisation/early-years-wales (Accessed: 28
March 2023)

Early Years Wales, (No date). Quality for All (QfA) ‘Early Years Wales’ childcare
quality assurance scheme’. Available at: https://www.earlyyears.wales/en/quality-for-
all (Accessed: 23 March 2023)

EISENSTADT, N., (2010). Early Childhood Matters: ‘Evidence from the Effective
Pre-School and Primary Education Project.. Children & Society, 24(5), pp. 427-428.
Available at: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1099-
0860.2010.00308.x (Accessed: 31 March 2023)



https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/03050068.2014.921371?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/03050068.2014.921371?needAccess=true&role=button
https://childcarecanada.org/sites/default/files/Financing
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473972414
https://www.careinspectorate.wales/joint-inspection-case-studies-estyn
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281333493
https://www.quality.org/what-quality
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://www.cwlwm.org.uk/childcare-organisation/early-years-wales
https://www.earlyyears.wales/en/quality-for-all
https://www.earlyyears.wales/en/quality-for-all
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1099-0860.2010.00308.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1099-0860.2010.00308.x

2107703
ECEY6011

Fenech, M. (2013). Quality Early Childhood Education for my Child or for all
Children? ‘Parents as Activists for Equitable, High-Quality Early Childhood Education
in Australia’. Australasian Journal of Early Childhood, 38(4),9298. Available at:
https://doi.org/10.1177/183693911303800413 (Accessed: 29 March 2023)

Hayes, Ndéirin, et al. (2017). Introducing Bronfenbrenner : A Guide for Practitioners
and Students in Early Years Education, Taylor & Francis Group, ProQuest Ebook
Central, Available at:
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/detail.action?doclD=4825055
(Accessed: 22 March 2023)

Hoare, P. (no date). Tower Hamlets. ‘Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional
Well-being scales’. Available at:
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-
Years/Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well being scales Presentatio
n.pdf (Accessed: 29 March 2023)

Hong, S. et al. (2019). ECE quality indicators and child outcomes: ‘Analyses of six
large child care studies’. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Volume 49, Pages
202-217, ISSN 0885-2006, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2019.06.009. Available
at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0885200619300948
(Accessed: 30 March 2023)

Howard, S. et al. (2018). Measuring interactional quality in pre-school settings:
‘introduction and validation of the Sustained SharedThinking and Emotional
Wellbeing (SSTEW) scale, Early Child Development and Care’,
DOI:10.1080/03004430.2018.1511549Available at:
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2018.1511549 (Accessed: 01 April 2023)

Kathy Sylva et al. (2010). Early Childhood Matters: ‘Evidence From the Effective Pre-
school and Primary Education Project’. London: Routledge. Available at:
https://search-ebscohost-

com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nle bk&AN=301256&site=ehost
-live (Accessed: 1 April 2023).

MACBLAIN, S. and GRAY, C., (2016). Pioneers: ‘Bandura and Bronfenbrenner
explained’. EYE, 18(1), pp. 38-44. https://doi.org/10.12968/eyed.2016.18.1.38
Available at:
https://www.magonlinelibrary.com/doi/epub/10.12968/eyed.2016.18.1.38 (Accessed:
30 March 2023)

Macdonald, N. Gealy, A. & Tinney, G (2021). ‘Exploring the effect of an attachment
intervention in areas of multiple deprivation on adult—child interaction and the
implications for children's social, emotional and behavioural development’, Early
Child Development and Care, 191:5, 670-684, DOI:
10.1080/03004430.2019.1641704 Available at:
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03004430.2019.1641704?scroll=top&n
eedAccess=true&role=tab (Accessed: 25 March 2023)



https://doi.org/10.1177/183693911303800413
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/detail.action?docID=4825055
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-Years/Sustained_Shared_Thinking_and_Emotional_Well_being_scales_Presentation.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-Years/Sustained_Shared_Thinking_and_Emotional_Well_being_scales_Presentation.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Children-and-families-services/Early-Years/Sustained_Shared_Thinking_and_Emotional_Well_being_scales_Presentation.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2019.06.009
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0885200619300948
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2018.1511549
https://search-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=301256&site=ehost-live
https://search-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=301256&site=ehost-live
https://search-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=301256&site=ehost-live
https://www.magonlinelibrary.com/doi/epub/10.12968/eyed.2016.18.1.38
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03004430.2019.1641704?scroll=top&needAccess=true&role=tab
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03004430.2019.1641704?scroll=top&needAccess=true&role=tab

2107703
ECEY6011

Melhuish, E. and Gardener, J. (2021). Study of Early Education and Development
(SEED): ‘Impact Study on Early Education Use and Child Outcomes up to age four
years Research Brief’ September 2018: revised November 2021. Available at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1034451/SEED-Age_4 RESEARCH BRIEF.pdf (Accessed: 23
March 2023)

Michelle Cottle & Elise Alexander (2012). Quality in early years settings:
‘government, research and practitioners’ perspectives’, British Educational Research
Journal, 38:4, 635-654, DOI: 10.1080/01411926.2011.571661 Available at:
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/01411926.2011.571661 (Accessed:
25 March 2023).

NDNA (no date) Quality Counts — ‘NDNA's Quality Improvement Scheme’. Available
at: https://www.qualitycounts.org.uk/ (Accessed: 30 March 2023)

NHS Providers, (no date). Getting it Right for Everyone: ‘What makes high quality
care? Available at: https://nhsproviders.org/getting-it-right-for-everyone/what-makes-
high-quality-care (Accessed: 25 March 2023)

Ratcliffe, J. et al. (2017). Does one size fit all? Assessing the preferences of older
and younger people for attributes of quality of life. Qual Life Res 26, 299-309
Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11136-016-1391-6 (Accessed 25 March 2023)

Siraj, |, Kingston, D, & Melhuish, E. (2015). Assessing Quality in Early Childhood
Education and Care: ‘Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-Being
(SSTEW) Scale for 2-5-year-olds Provision’, Institute of Education Press (IOE
Press), London. Available from: ProQuest Ebook Central. Available at:
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action?doclD=3563913
(Accessed: 30 March 2023)

Siraj, |, Kingston, D., & Melhuish, E. (2015). Assessing quality in early childhood
education and care: ‘Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being (SSTEW)
Scale for 2-5 Year-olds provision’. London: IOE Press. Available at:
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action?doclD=3563913
(Accessed: 21 March 2023)

Welsh Government (2014). Flying start-Annex. Available at:
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/flying-start-childcare-
quidance.pdf (Accessed: 27 March 2023).

Welsh Government (2014a). Flying Start Annex — ‘Quality Childcare Guidance’.
Welsh Government: Cardiff. Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-
communities/people/children-and-young-people/parenting-support-
guidance/help/flyingstart/?lang=en [Accessed: 11/1/18].

Welsh Government (2016). National Minimum Standards for Regulated Childcare for
children up to the age of 12 years. Available at:
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/633174/mod_resource/content/1/NMS.pdf?
redirect=1 (Accessed:15th March 2023)



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1034451/SEED-Age_4_RESEARCH_BRIEF.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1034451/SEED-Age_4_RESEARCH_BRIEF.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/01411926.2011.571661
https://www.qualitycounts.org.uk/
https://nhsproviders.org/getting-it-right-for-everyone/what-makes-high-quality-care
https://nhsproviders.org/getting-it-right-for-everyone/what-makes-high-quality-care
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11136-016-1391-6
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action?docID=3563913
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action?docID=3563913
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/flying-start-childcare-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/flying-start-childcare-guidance.pdf
http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/parenting-support-guidance/help/flyingstart/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/parenting-support-guidance/help/flyingstart/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/parenting-support-guidance/help/flyingstart/?lang=en
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/633174/mod_resource/content/1/NMS.pdf?redirect=1
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/633174/mod_resource/content/1/NMS.pdf?redirect=1

2107703
ECEY6011

Welsh Government, (2022). A curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery
settings. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/b1801d78-38c3-4320-9818-
d9996c¢21aef8/220914-a-curriculum-for-funded-non-maintained-nursery-settings.pdf
(Accessed: 30 March 2023)

Welsh Government, (2022). Children's rights in Wales. Available at:
https://www.gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales (Accessed: 21 March 2023)

Welsh Government, (2023). ‘An overview of the Healthy Child Wales Programme’.
Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/an-
overview-of-the-healthy-child-wales-programme.pdf (Accessed: 20 March 2023)

Wieduwilt, N. Lehrl, S. and Anders, Y. (2023). Preschool teachers: ‘Language-
related pedagogical beliefs and their relation to observed classroom quality’, Early
Childhood Research Quarterly, Volume 62, Pages 175-185, ISSN 0885-2006,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2022.08.001.Available at:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0885200622000801 (Accessed:
01 April 2023)

Wolf, K (2021). Stakeholders’ opinions of quality in Norwegian kindergartens, Early
Years, 41:4, 336-352, DOI: 10.1080/09575146.2018.1547686 Available at:
(https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/09575146.2018.1547686?needAcces
s=true&role=button Accessed: 24 March 2023).

Yr Athrofa (No Date). Leadership for systems of quality: ‘Lecture 3. Sustained
Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being’. Available at:
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=10815 (Accessed: March 2023)



https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/b1801d78-38c3-4320-9818-d9996c21aef8/220914-a-curriculum-for-funded-non-maintained-nursery-settings.pdf
https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/b1801d78-38c3-4320-9818-d9996c21aef8/220914-a-curriculum-for-funded-non-maintained-nursery-settings.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/an-overview-of-the-healthy-child-wales-programme.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/an-overview-of-the-healthy-child-wales-programme.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0885200622000801
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/09575146.2018.1547686?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/09575146.2018.1547686?needAccess=true&role=button
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=10815

