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The first and foremost source of Islamic law are the verses of the Quran and these are unanimously accepted as being of divine origin and therefore authentic. The Quran does not, however, contain any comprehensive set of legal codes. In fact, of the 6600 verses in the Quran, only 10% pertain to legal or ritual rules and these also include morality and ethics, Esmaelli et al. (2017). The verses that directly establish legal principles are less than 100 and these include verses relating to criminal law (hudud & qisas), inheritance, wills, marriage and divorce, the law governing war, payment of zakat, property law and hunting. The rest of the verses are concerned with rituals relating to prayer, hajj and fasting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the time of the Prophet states had been established both in Medina and Mecca where the legal system was based on the limited legal verses, the practice and sayings (Sunnah) of the Prophet and the existing customary laws of the tribes. It was after the end of the period of the Righteous Caliphs (633–661AD) that Muslim jurists began to study and divide Islamic Sources of Law into groups. These sources were put into two groups; those sources that were agreed upon and those that were disputed. The agreed upon sources of Islamic Law include the following, Hersi (2009).
	i)	Quran
	ii)	Sunnah
	iii)	Ijma	(Consensus)
	iv)	Qiyas	(Analogy)




The disputed sources include;
	i)	Istishan		(Juristic Preference)
	ii)	Qawl As-Sahabi	(Opinion of the Companion of the Prophet)
	iii)	Istishab-Ul-Hal	(Presumption of Continuity)
	iv)	Maslaha Marsala	(Jurisprudential Interest)
	v)	Urf			(Custom)

It was the formation of the Madhabs, legal schools, that helped to develop the science of Fiqh to some degrees. It provided the intellectual and systematic methodology in which laws could be deduced from the various sources. Although today, there are only four Madhabs remaining, but they all had been instrumental in the clarification and application of Sharia. No one Madhab can claim to represent Islam or Islamic Law in its entirety, Phillips (2007). In the six centuries after the end of the Abbasid period 1258 CE, after the declaration by scholars to close the doors of Ijtehad, Islam fell into the dark ages. Fanatical and blind following (Taqleed) of the Madhabs prevailed leading to sectarianism, a problem that still persists to this day. In spite of this there have been many remarkable number of outstanding scholars who have made significant contributions in the development of Islamic Law such as ibn-Qayyim, ibn-Taymiyya, ibn-Kathir and ibn-Abdur Rahman of the Indian sub-continent, Phillips (2007). 

During the last two decades there has been a tremendous interest by Islamic intellectuals to re-interpret and reform the textual sources of Islamic law using such methods as empiricism and hermeneutics to revive Islamic public law for the modern age. Mousavi (2009) describes the works of four prominent scholars; Kamali (2003),  Sulayman (1997), Alwani (1991) & Zayd (2006) who have proposed new methods and approaches in the understanding of and updating Islamic Law for the modern world.
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