1 x News / current affairs summary (1000 words)  25%
a summary of a current subject of debate within your chosen discipline.
(The referencing end notes got split for some reason there is some at the end of the first page and some at the end of the essay and I can’t fix it, really sorry about that but it is there and easy to see despite this error)

On the 15th of July 2023 an article by Ella Hutcherson was released which explained that there was new evidence regarding human habitation in Oregon which dated back to at least 18,000 years ago![footnoteRef:1] [1:  Archaeologists find new evidence in Southern Oregon that suggests human habitation 18,000 years ago - OPB] 

Research done by the University of Oregon Archaeological field school on findings at the Rimrock Draw Rockshelter in Oregon revealed the evidence of human and animal cohabitation 18,250 years ago. This makes it one of the oldest known sites of human life in North America. The university of Oregon has been working on this site since 2011 which shows how long an archaeological dig can take place and despite in being 12 years of work even in 2023 new information that can change the landscape of research can suddenly be found. The finding of this key information only further adds to the debate of how human habitation differs between countries and how quickly they developed over a period of time. If a group of humans 18,000 years ago knew how to farm and look after livestock, it makes you wonder how long that group of people had been together and how did it end. [footnoteRef:2] [2: University of Oregon (uoregon.edu) (they did the research so here is credit)] 

A UO staff archaeologist by the name of Patrick O’grady said they found telling in evidence back in 2012 through camel tooth enamel fragments while also finding human made tools which were all buried under ash created by the eruption of Mt. St. Helens around 15,000 years ago. He said “So we’ve got volcanic ash, we’ve got the camelops tooth enamel, and then underneath those we have a beautiful orange stone tool made out of a fine-grained agate. that was unmistakable as having been crafted by humans.” [footnoteRef:3] Mr O’grady explained that they conducted a radiocarbon dating test on the camel tooth enamel back in 2018 but the recent test in 2023 was very similar which helped identify that it was from around 18,250 years ago. This Evidence helped find one of the oldest known sites of human habitation in North America and has made Rimrock Draw Rockshelter one of the oldest sites to hold human occupation in North America’s known history. [3:  Patrick O’grady archaeological staff member of university of Oregon] 

The field school was working in partnership with the Bureau of land management since 2011 which allowed them to work on this site and make this huge discovery. The Bureau of land management governs land all over America with each state having its own division due to the massive number of acres in America. The Oregon division itself covers 16.1 million acres[footnoteRef:4] of land in the pacific northwest which shows the size of America and Oregon by itself. The reason for mentioning the size of Oregon and the Bureau of land management is too give credit to them for allowing the work done by the archaeologists but also to show the significance of the find. There is no map with X that mark the spot for these discoveries and often very little evidence of where to dig especially when you go back as far as 18,250 years ago but despite the odds they managed to find a small area in 16 million acres of land which changed the landscape of known human history in North America and painted a picture of how smart these ‘primitive’ humans were being able to control livestock and create tools that are similar to ones we use today just not as advanced or sturdy.   [4:  https://www.blm.gov/oregon-washington] 

Previously before this find by the university of Oregon they actually found 14 projectile points in Idaho which at the time were deemed to be the oldest North American artifacts they hand found. This discovery was also by the university of Oregon in January 2023 but was under Anthropology professor Loren Davis. This discovery moved back North American history by 3000 years with these sharp pointed tools being carbon dated at around 15,800 years ago. Loren Davis was quoted saying[footnoteRef:5] “The age of the bone shows us the timing of when these stone chips were discarded,” Davis said. “We scrape the sediment away to try and reveal things that were buried. So it’s a careful process. We try to find things larger than a dime or bigger in the ground as we work. And that’s why it takes us 10 years to get this stuff done.” Once again archaeology is shown as a slow careful process but despite that work was done over a decade to make this discovery which helps slowly build a vision and timeline of history in North America by the Native Americans.  [5:  Earliest stone point artifacts found in Idaho, tribes say deep knowledge could help Americans’ survival - OPB] 

The future of archaeology is bright as with the evidence of these two discoveries it shows us that even if it’s been multiple millennials there is always knew discoveries to be made sometimes hidden in already known places while others are hidden in a random patch of dirt in a place that would be deemed as just being empty. But despite the low odds the university of Oregon has shown that with patience and hard work even discoveries that would be harder to find than a needle in a haystack can be found, and humanities foundations can be researched even when it is buried under dirt and volcanic ash. 
The university of Oregon will continue to do it’s work as will other archaeological groups as they comb the earth for more evidence of previous human life and try to build a picture for us modern humans on the lives of our ancestors all over the world as they also try to discover the beginning of humanity on this planet. 
