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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

[bookmark: _Hlk179039846][bookmark: _Hlk173708501]A child at risk is defined as a child who is undergoing or is susceptible to abuse, neglect, or considerable harm as stated in Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014.  It has core principles that prompted the Local Authority (LA) to form various teams. There are Early Help Hubs: for Early Intervention to prevent harm before it happens and Family Well-being Team: works in Partnership with multi-agencies focused on children’s developmental needs. The LA takes a Person-Centred Approach focused on Co-production to ensure children have Voice and Control over service provision according to Social Care Wales [SCW], (2017).  
 
[bookmark: _Hlk174687655]The West Glamorgan Safeguarding Board was formed to promote Wales Safeguarding Procedures, (2019) which offer advice, training, practice reviews and adopt a Welsh context approach in accordance with Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011. The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children [NSPCC], (2023) states the body responds promptly to safeguarding concerns. The LA dubs safeguarding children as everybody’s business and duty to report together with the need to recognise and respond to abuse in line with the obligation set out in sections 126-130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. Most importantly, practitioners identify indicators of a child at risk based on what they hear, smell or see. The [NSPCC], (2023) affirms that a child at risk exhibits signs of distrusting adults including concealing injuries. Physical abuse relates to intentionally inflicting harm not limited to hitting cutting or burning which initiated the Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment (Wales) Act 2020. Wales Safeguarding Procedures, (2019) states types of abuse is non-exhaustive it includes neglect, trafficking, domestic violence, financial, psychological, sexual, physical or emotional abuse. The indicators are also not limited to non-explanatory injuries, bruising, cuts, burns or unexplained falls [SCIE], 2024).

Given the above, there are other pertinent legal frameworks, policies and procedures for safeguarding children. A Child Commissioner Wales, (2022) was appointed to champion the legal framework to promote and protect children’s rights. Wales Safeguarding Procedures, (2019) sets out child abuse and neglect, characterising the inability to undertake parenting responsibilities to meet a child’s developmental needs (Gray, 2001). Chapter 47 of the Children Act 1989 declares that it is the LA's responsibility to investigate suspicion of significant harm. Proportionate information is gathered sufficiently to inform decision-making. (Reamer, 2016) states that this mirrors Kantian’s philosophy of deontology anything that entails a clear set of rules so as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights [UDHR], (1948). 

[bookmark: _Hlk175597349]The LA’s Contextual, Missing, Exploited & Trafficked Team (CMET) was set up to take a contextual approach to safeguarding. A Child Disability Team works with moderate to severe disabilities of children (Disability Discrimination Act 1995).  Additionally, another Looked After Children team was formed which sought to identify interventions as per Part 6 of Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and Article 19 of the United Nations Convention Rights of Children [UNCRC], (1989). It promotes equality and Anti-Discriminatory Practice enshrined in the Equality Act, 2010. The LA established a Domestic Abuse hub that works collaboratively with the police to curb gender-based Violence Against Women Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 2015 resulting in Adverse Childhood Experiences. Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 stipulates that it is illegal intentional practice to cut off parts of female genitals for purposes that are not medically approved. 

(Word Count 549)







Graduate Certificate in Consolidation of Social Work Practice Cohort 22 (1908273. Anywhere Chisango).       18


image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




