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Assessment 1
Archival Exercise
This essay will identify a range of archival resources and unpublished materials relating to Edward [Edward of Woodstock; known as the Black Prince],prince of Wales and of Aquitaine. To a student with a limited knowledge of this period in history it is first necessary to gain a chronological understanding of the major events in the life of this historical figure. Drawing on previous experience, the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography provides a good starting point from which to identify details of historical significance.[footnoteRef:1] The entries also provide a bibliography that can be researched for further information, such as the types of sources used by the authors, which can be found in their footnotes and introductions.[footnoteRef:2] This information can be investigated in more detail by using of the many online search catalogues that are available from organisations such as the National Archives Discovery database.[footnoteRef:3] When conducting archival searches it is important to use the contemporary reference for the person that was most common during their own lifetime, for example Edward the Black Prince was not known by this nickname until the Tudor period, therefore, he should be referred to as Edward, prince of Wales.[footnoteRef:4] Whilst this process may sound a straightforward form of archival research, the reality is far more exhaustive and can involve a frustrating number of failed searches before making a breakthrough. Due to current government restrictions on movement of people, the findings of this essay are based solely on internet research.   [1:  Oxford University Press, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2020 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/?url=%2Fview%2F10.1093%2Fref%3Aodnb%2F9780198614128.001.0001%2Fodnb-9780198614128-e-8523%3Bjsessionid%3DC90E81CBB483E0AEAA22158A43C2DCF1>[Accessed 4 November 2020].]  [2:  R. Barber, Edward [Edward of Woodstock; known as the Black Prince], prince of Wales and of Aquitaine, 2004 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-8523>[Accessed 16 October 2020]. pp. 1-17.]  [3:  HM Government, The National Archives, 2020 <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/?CR=B17642>  [Accessed 20 October 2020].]  [4:  R. Barber, 2004.] 

Perhaps one of the most famous accounts of the exploits of Edward, prince of Wales, concerns his involvement in the Battle of Crécy, 1346, at the tender age of sixteen. His exploits were recorded in The Chronicle of Geoffrey le Baker, the original of which can be found in the Bodleian Library.[footnoteRef:5] According to Richard Barber, the well-connected fourteenth century chronicler’s writings drew from “eyewitness accounts of the fighting as well as detailed notes of routes taken by the armies which must come from official records”.[footnoteRef:6] In addition, the chronicle ends in 1356, which Barber believes would indicate that this account provides “a very contemporary voice”, assuming it was written in a short period of time after the events took place. [footnoteRef:7]  [5:  Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. Bodley, 761.]  [6:  R. Barber, Edward III and the Triumph of England: The Battle of Crécy and the Company of the Garter (London: Penguin, 2013) p. 32.]  [7:  Ibid.] 

In keeping with the theme of Edward’s martial deeds and his portrayal as a chivalric knight is the account of the English victory over the French at the Battle of Poitiers, 1356, recorded by the French chronicler Jean Froissart.[footnoteRef:8] Although only twenty years old at the time of the battle, he “claims to have been a clerc de la chambre of Queen Philippa”, which would have given him access to first hand oral accounts from knights at the English court who took part in the battle.[footnoteRef:9] Furthermore, Barber argues that Froissart’s work is “closer to that of a journalist than orthodox historian” and he was writing at a time when personal memory was held in much higher esteem than that of a modern historian, albeit Froissart may have employed a certain degree of poetic license in his verse.[footnoteRef:10]  [8:  Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale de France, Ms-5187-5190.]  [9:  M. Jones, Froissart, Jean, 2004 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-50195>[Accessed 5 November 2020]. p. 2.]  [10:  Barber, Edward III and the Triumph of England, p. 23.] 

Writing in a similar vein was the Chandos Herald in his chronicle which contains an eye witness account of the Battle of Najera, 1367, the sole highlight of Edward’s Spanish Campaign on behalf of Don Pedro of Castile.[footnoteRef:11] Sir John Chandos “played a leading role” in Edward’s Spanish Campaign and Barber states that the account of his herald “is largely borne out by other sources”.[footnoteRef:12] Compiled c.1385 some nine years after the death of Edward, the chronicle provides a “very accurate” record of names which Barber claims “is our best source” for the events of the campaign from a military perspective. [11:  London, Senate House Library Archives, GB 96 MS 1.]  [12:  R. Barber, Chandos, Sir John, 2004
 < https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-5110?rskey=zrgz2T&result=2>[Accessed 6 November 2020]. p. 2.] 

Whilst the above chronicles were selected for their reputations as being the foremost contemporary accounts of their respective events, perhaps the most exciting primary source from the author’s perspective is an account of the Battle of Najera, written by Edward, prince of Wales to his wife, princess Joan of Kent, two days after the battle.[footnoteRef:13] It is believed that a number of contemporary accounts of the battle draw on the details of the prince’s letter in what has been described by Edward and A.E. Prince as suggesting the existence of a rudimentary “propaganda machine” operating during the reign of Edward III.[footnoteRef:14] It is Barber’s belief that this letter is the “most personal” of its’ kind to be circulated and can be considered “the only time that we get any glimpse of the prince’s character from his own hand”.[footnoteRef:15]  [13:  London, National Archives, SC 1/42/33.]  [14:  A.E. and Edward Prince, ‘A Letter of Edward the Black Prince Describing the Battle of Nájera in 1367’, The English Historical Review, 41(163) (1926), pp. 415-418.]  [15:   R. Barber, Edward III and the Triumph of England: The Battle of Crécy and the Company of the Garter (London Penguin, 2013) pp. 34-35.] 

Edward’s letter to his wife prompted the author to delve further into the circumstances surrounding their marriage, leading to the discovery of a royal grant for the foundation of 2 chantries in Canterbury Cathedral as a consequence of the dispensation of their marriage.[footnoteRef:16] Adopted by the queen, Philippa of Hainault, following her father’s execution for treason, Joan was brought up in the royal household and it is likely that she and Edward spent a lot of time in each other’s company when growing up.[footnoteRef:17] In addition, they were cousins which raised the issue of consanguinity although the couple were granted papal dispensation to marry on 3 September 1361.[footnoteRef:18]  [16:  Canterbury, Canterbury Cathedral Archives, CCA-DCc-ChAnt/C/145.]  [17:  R. Barber, Joan, suo jure countess of Kent, and princess of Wales and
of Aquitaine [called the Fair Maid of Kent],
<https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-14823>[Accessed 6 November 2020]. pp. 1-2.]  [18:  R. Barber, Joan, suo jure countess of Kent, and princess of Wales and
of Aquitaine [called the Fair Maid of Kent], Ibid.] 

Perhaps rather fittingly, the final source in this essay is the will of Edward the Black Prince which set out his wishes regarding his tomb and inscription at Canterbury Cathedral.[footnoteRef:19] His desire to be buried in the cathedral is believed to have derived from the fact he was cared for by a Prior at Christ Church Priory as a young boy.[footnoteRef:20] Edward made his will at Westminster Palace on 7 June 1376 and was laid to rest on 5 October.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  London, Lambeth Palace Archives, Reg. Sudbury, f. 90.]  [20:  Canterbury Cathedral, Black Prince’s Achievements, 2016 <https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/whats-on/news/2016/02/10/black-princes-achievements/>[Accessed 6 November 2020].]  [21:  R. Barber, Edward [Edward of Woodstock; known as the Black Prince], p. 14.] 

During this essay, the author has attempted to identify archival resources that reflect key moments in the life of Edward the Black Prince. The author has researched a wide range of chronicles relating to this period and selected those which are deemed to have been written by people who were best placed or connected to record the events listed along with resources that offers an insight into Edward, the man, as well as hero of military and chivalric legend.
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