	Task Breakdown

	1.
	Remember that an essay is not a formal report with set headings and rigid structure, but a thoughtful discussion of key themes, set out in three stages:

· Introduction: Where you introduce the topic, and give a brief summary of the key points of your discussion, any relevant examples that will be brought up and a brief explanation of the structure of your assignment
· Main Body: This will follow the structure set out in your introduction. Here you will discuss evidence and information found in your research that is specifically relevant to answering the question that has been set. Here you will use critical analysis and evaluation to compare and contrast information and show how it answers the question.
· Conclusion: This section summarises and synthesises the key points of your argument. Here you will reinforce the key points made in your discussion and draw together the themes discussed into a final thesis.


	2.
	Read widely around the subject matter. Lectures and tutorials are a spring board for your own independent research, not an end in themselves.  Remember to check the Generic Marking Criteria to see how marks will be allocated.


	3.
	Use these assignments to explore and clarify your understanding of the theories and discussion you have decided to concentrate on.

Students are required to take a critical perspective, to compare and contrast, to analyse and to evaluate. This is not a descriptive task or an opportunity to list all the things you have learned, but a chance to decide what information is relevant to this question, what implications each theory has on understanding the module topic, how they might complement each other and how they might highlight flaws.


	4.
	Work should be presented clearly using Arial size 12 font and double spaced. This will make it your work clearer and easier to proof-read before final submission.




