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 E-Portfolio

Adventure filmmaking involves more than just the use of a camera and a beautiful location. It also requires storytelling, risk-taking, and a deep understanding of the subject itself. This E-Portfolio showcases the development of my skills and understanding throughout the journey of my course, where I learn to balance technical skills with narrative creativity. From research, pre-production planning to post-production creating and edits. Each piece included here will show the lessons I learn, the challenges I face, and the growth I’ll experience as a student and filmmaker. 

Critical review of a photographer/filmmaker -
I have decided to choose both a photographer / Filmmaker for this task, that being Niklas Waller. Niklas is a 28-Year-old Freelance photographer / Filmmaker based in Östersund, Sweden. He specializes in telling stories through both his moving and still images. His portfolio is full of a variety of action shots and videos, mainly showing his passion for mountain bikes. Straight away I can relate to Niklas due to my interest in action sports such as mountain biking. I originally found Niklas from Instagram over a year ago after a post from Red Bull including some of his shots from a race, including a tag of his account.
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This shot is from Niklas’ collection called ‘Connection I & II’.
This shot was found while researching Niklas’ official website - https://www.niklaswallner.com/portfolio/photography. His portfolio is truly amazing, and it was difficult to pick a single image to choose for this task. I chose this photo as I am a fan of silhouette photography, and I feel there is a lot I can critique about this shot. For example, the main standout for me is the bikers themselves. That is where my eyes get drawn to straight away. The composition of the shot is perfect, too. From the silhouette and shadows of the hills to the lake being lit from the sun's reflection, moving on to the golden hour of light mixed with the clouds in the sky. I feel the ‘rule of thirds’ has been used here. One improvement that this shot could have made is the ‘burnt’ reflection from the sun on the lake. This can also be accounted for the patches in the clouds as well. 

 
How I would implement this into my own work is by taking inspiration from all the colours used in the golden hour, lighting and the subject / model themselves to create my own version with this kind of shot. Being in Wales, I am surrounded by a significant amount of beautiful scenery. I could convince one of my biking mates to model my own version to make my vision and ideas come to life. Creating my own portfolio with a section dedicated to action shots, and the subject/model itself. By recognizing the highlights of the shot and all the improvements above and making sure to apply what I have been educated by, I feel as though I can capture a variety of amazing shots myself.














Professional development plan - 
	What is my big goal?
	What are my small goals?
	When do I need to achieve this?
	What obstacles might get in the way?
	How Can I improve my chances of meeting my goal
	Here can I go for support?
	[bookmark: _Int_ihdLcCFx]Review – How am I doing?)

	Camera Operating
	Learn important features on my camera (Lumix G9) that will enhance my work.

Master basic settings such as Aperture, ISO and Shutter.
	At the end of this calendar year.
	Possible accident involving damage to the camera.
	Practical work with the camera. Take it on photoshoots, research the features that the G9 has, and practice using them.
	Lecturers / Staff, other students, internet / research.
	

	Editing
	Use different software such as Adobe, Davinci resolve, etc. 
Learn basic editing skills such as keyboard shortcuts, cutting, adding zooms, and building foundations.
	At the end of this academic year.
	Indecisiveness, I may struggle to choose one software. 

	Practice with different software and find out which one appeals to me. 
I can do additional learning in my free time, such as tutorials.
	Lecturers / Staff, other students, internet / research.

	

	Story Telling
	Learn to build strong stories. Create scenes that keep the engagement of the audience. 
	Gain a basic understanding by the end of this academic year.
	Lack of confidence. I may not believe my stories are convincing enough to tell.
The plot itself could become unclear, predictable, or overly complex.
	Practice starting to tell stories with ideas such as short films or clips.
	Lecturers / Staff, other students, internet / research.

	

	Networking
	Going to events / talks. Making myself known by starting conversations. Collect contact details and reach out. Build a presence online, allowing others to reach out to you.
	Gain network experience and build multiple connections by the end of my degree (3 Years).
	A lack of confidence may stop me from having conversations. 
I may find it difficult to grow a social media platform.
	Research, learn about questions to ask for a specific event. Be active on social media, try to keep content fresh but consistent.
	Lecturers / staff and other students.
	

	Sound / Audio
	Understand and study microphones. Learn about differences in audio levels. Perform sound tests and gain knowledge on the strengths and weaknesses of each test.
	Gain a basic understanding by the end of this academic year.

	Improper setups could lead to poor listening experience. 


	Practice and research my key technical skills.
   
	Lecturers / Staff, other students, internet / research.

	



AI Experiments and critical review - 
For my AI experiment, I have chosen to use ChatGPT. My goal for this experiment is to figure out if AI could benefit me in finding a suitable location, including mountains, for a photoshoot. To begin, I asked ChatGPT a simple and clear question - ‘Could you list the most scenic mountains the UK has to offer?’ 
From this starting question, ChatGPT managed to give a detailed and well-formatted response. The format was a mix of all 4 countries in the UK, and for each country, ChatGPT mentioned what the best mountains in each country were. This also includes details about features, height, terrains and accessibility for each mountain mentioned.
After reading what ChatGPT had in response to my original question, I wanted a more appropriate response relating to photography, which leads me back to my Goal of this experiment. ‘Which of these listed locations would be the best for photography?’
Based on this question, I have recommendations that I am much more pleased with. For example, ChatGPT proposed which mountains in Wales are the best to photograph and included the reasons and features for its list, considering the iconic shapes, dramatic scenery and textures of the mountains. Considering I have been to all these locations in person for photoshoots in the past, I agree with the information ChatGPT recommended. 
Conclusion -
[bookmark: _Int_BszPZEHK]After my short experience with this experiment on AI, my overall conclusion is that AI as a tool can be beneficial. I have learned that AI works alongside you, given the right prompts. For example, when you enter a prompt, AI asks you to ‘clarify’ so it can help you achieve the correct goal with information. Personally, I like the idea of AI and what it can offer. I will consider practicing more with the available tools and see how they can assist me with future project planning and ideas. Although I do like the idea of the assistance that AI offers, I do not intend to use the tools to benefit my theory work. I believe using it to help with project planning is an acceptable use of the tool. But not doing the entire workload for you. In my opinion, this would impact the level of learning that you would otherwise gain from working with your mind.







Examples of your photographic work -
My portfolio so far is a mix of action shots and landscapes. All of this comes under photography as it is what I’m natural at. Although I have begun to improve my videography and intend to add a section dedicated to this to my website and portfolio in the future. P
 Photos I liked - 
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All 3 of these photographs capture fire spinning performances shot outdoors in the late evening. Using a 0.5 - 2 second shutter speed, an aperture of f12-16, and 100-200 ISO, I aimed to balance exposure and sharpness while allowing the flames and sparks movement to form dynamic trails. The long exposure from the camera captures the rhythm of the light, allowing these photos to take place. Out of all the photos I captured and edited, these 3 are the standouts to me. The 2 that visibly features the model I like simply because of the placement of the model. You then have a ring of sparks erupting from the center, creating what seems like a halo frozen in time.
The second shot is my personal favorite of the whole photo shoot. The way the performer moved around the flames created a fire-spirit effect when captured with long exposure. The image feels alive and elemental. The flamed loops have a sense of rhythm to them, while the randomness of the sparks adds an unpredictable edge to the shot.

Before and after -
  [image: ][image: ]
This chosen shot is a good example of the power of editing. For example, the original raw image is more exposed overall, allowing the surroundings to be more visible, creating background noise. While the edited version has significantly reduced exposure, darkening the background noise near to black, which allows the fire to stand out more dramatically. This technique is what I applied to most of my chosen shots. I also use the cropped tool to allow the fire to fill up a 3rd of the shot. The rule of thirds was applied here. The lighting scale I used to lower the exposure was; Exposure decreased to –0.5, contrast increased to +25, shadows decreased to –50 and blacks decreased to –30. I then added saturation to the image, increasing this by +20 and increasing the luminance by +10 to allow the fire to appear more visually warm, which I believe I succeeded well with. 



What went wrong -
[image: ]
This is my chosen shot to explain what can go wrong while shooting with long exposure. The first mistake here was the lack of stability from the camera. From what I can remember, during this shot I accidentally knocked on the tripod. This is noticeable by the performer's legs appearing blurred and ghostly.
The second issue with this shot was the camera settings themselves. I originally intended to have the aperture set anywhere from f12-16. But by some mistake I had the aperture on f5.6. This causes a problem straight away as the camera will take in too much light. You can notice this issue by the over exposed fire trail included in the shot. Also, the background itself appears to be too bright.

Website link - Kian Roberts







SWOT -
	Strengths 
Pressure
Creativity
Creating opportunities 
Problem Solving

	Weaknesses
Concentration
Lack of editing skills
Lack of camera knowledge 


	Opportunities 
Events
Photoshoots
Locations
	Threats
Weather
Relying on others
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Niklas Wallner (2025), Portfolio, Connection I & II [online] available at: https://www.niklaswallner.com/ , (Accessed: 04 October 2025)
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Which of these listed locations would be the best for photography?

Great question — if you're after landscape photography, the UK mountains offer incredibly diverse moods,
textures, and atmospheres. Here's a focused list of the most photogenic of those mountains, based on
dramatic scenery, light conditions, iconic shapes, and overall impact in a photograph.

#z Top UK Mountains for Photography
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Could you list the most scenic mountains the UK has to offer?

Absolutely! The UK may not have the towering peaks of the Alps or Rockies, but it more than makes up for it
with dramatic landscapes, rich history, and breathtaking views. Here's a list of some of the most scenic
mountains in the UK, spanning Scotland, England, Wales, and Northern Ireland:

Scotland — Wild & Majestic
1. Ben Nevis (1,345m) — Highest in the UK
o Near Fort William, it's not just tall, but also offers sweeping views of the Highlands.
o The CMD (Carn Mor Dearg) Aréte route is especially scenic for experienced hikers.
2. Buachaille Etive Mér  fcon of Glen Coe
o Astriking pyramidal peak, often photographed from the A82.
o Classic Highland scenery: rugged, remote, and dramatic.
3. Suilven — The “Sugarloaf* of the Northwest
«  Remote and otherworldly, Suilven rises steeply from the wilds of Assynt.
o Accessible only after a long walk in, but totally worth it.
4. Liathach — Mighty Torridon Giant
« One of the most dramatic ridges in Scotland with sheer flanks and airy scrambles.
« Located in the Torridon area of the Northwest Highlands.
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Wales — Mythical & Misty Moods

5. Tryfan (Snowdonia)
 Whyit's photogenic:
« Iconic, jagged profile — looks like a mountain should.
o Often caught in mist or golden hour light.
o Bestviews: From Liyn Ogwen or nearby summits.

6. Snowdon via Crib Goch
 Whyit's photogenic:

o Sharp ridges, lakes below, often cloud inversion above.

o Excellent shots from the Pyg Track or summit at sunrise.

7. Cadair Idris
 Whyit's photogenic:
o Aglacial cirque with a lake in the middle — very atmospheric.
o Great compositions from the summit looking over Livn Cau.
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