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Research Question (1 sentence max.)To what extent can the negative stereotypes surrounding female sex workers influence their status as victims of sexual violence.




Literature Review (700 words max.)
Using a review of peer- reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 






Recently, investigations into rape and sexual violence have revealed worrying findings about juries’ reluctance to convict some defendants of rape, (YouGov, 2018). 
Some people believe that the more sexual partners a woman has, the less harm they experience from rape, (Schwarz, 2018). 
Sex works are left feeling defenceless and more vulnerable to violence because of new laws being passed, they’re also feeling as though they are unable to report any abuse they face, (Owen, 2017).
“…misinformed claims like these have exacerbated stigma and discrimination, increased vulnerability to violence and abuse, and violated sex workers’ human rights…” (NSWP, 2014).
Between June 2017 and May 2019 there were 20 people who were reported to be sex workers that attended Saint Mary's SARC for a forensic medical examination, their case notes were retrospectively analysed and compared to a control data set of similar size from the same time. Notable findings include 19 of the 20 sex workers were female, 13 were described as white British, and 19 were single. The sex worker population had higher rates of mental health difficulties; children no longer under their care and substance abuse issues compared to the control group. (Manning; Majeed-Ariss; White, 2020)
Misconception: Sex work is an act of gender-based violence by men towards women, (The Equality Institute, 2020). This myth perpetrates harmful stereotypes that sex workers (and women) are victims, without agency or a will of their own. 
“Misinformation is one of the reasons there aren’t enough resources in the field. A lot of [abolitionist] narrative is about sex workers not having agency. At the level of organisations, that sort of narrative on them translate into [the belief that sex workers] cannot run their own organisations or advocate for themselves.” (NSWP, 2014)
Fundamental feminists and abolitionist groups frequently characterise sex workers as survivors of childhood sexual abuse who are ‘blinded’ by their own oppression. (NSWP, 2014)
Globally, it is reported that sex workers have between a 45-75% chance of experiencing sexual violence, studies from the US confirm high rates of violence towards sex workers, often from law enforcement. (Swift, 2022).
Rosie Campbell and Hilary Kinnell argue that sex workers suffering from violence on the streets suffer prejudicial attitudes in the criminal justice system. The data suggests that men who murder sex workers frequently have a past history of violence against sex workers and others. It is therefore hugely important that crimes of violence against sex workers are investigated with the utmost diligence, and that the criminal justice system, and the public who make up juries, treat these crimes with the seriousness they deserve. (Campbell; Kinnell, 2001). 
The victimisation of female sex workers is not taken seriously enough despite the evidence that suggests that they are more vulnerable in becoming a victim of sexual violence.
“I wouldn’t call the cops if I was being bashed to death.” (Stardust; Treloar; Cama; Kim, 2021)


Method (500 words max.)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.The aim of this study is to uncover how different types of victims of sexual violence are treated by law enforcement and the attitudes towards the crime depending on who the person who has fallen victim to sexual violence; and the impacts that these attitudes have on the said victims and their treatment, especially victims that have been or are currently sex workers I also have the aim of determining whether the misconceptions and myths around sex work have anything to do with the lack of support and justice the victims receive and gain more of an understanding about why crimes of a sexual nature are so difficult to prosecute.


Objective(s): Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims.1. To identify the existing stereotypes surrounding women who work in the sex industry. 
2. Consider the negative connotations associated with different stereotypes of sex workers when they are victimised.
3. Reflect on what is already being done to address the negative stereotypes and propose recommendations on how the misconceptions of female sex workers can be improved to provide equal treatment as victims.


Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach?For this study, I will be collecting data by conducting a survey to help me determine the misconceptions of sex workers and how they are treated as victims/survivors. To do so, I will be asking my participants questions that will lead me to understand what negative connotations come with sex work and how the public perceive them as victims. By conducting this survey, I will be trying to understand how educated my participants are on the laws of consent and the impacts of sexual violence. With my data along with data that I have looked into from a survey conducted by the government, it should be easy for me to understand these misconceptions and how they might have an effect on how women in the sex industry are treated after falling victim to a perpetrator; and how their treatment by the law enforcement to better safeguard them and offer them the support that they are entitled to. I plan on comparing data that I collect with studies from the government and other organisations to get a more precise idea of how much knowledge people have on how misconceptions can have a negative effect on the way people are perceived and treated.





Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method.
If possible, I aim to collect answers from a range of people from all ages, races, gender, religions, and backgrounds. I would like to have around 50 participants, so that I can assess the understanding of misconceptions based on different age categories and gender to further determine whether age and gender effects how we feel different people should be treated; and to further understand whether different age brackets have a similar level of knowledge/education on the laws of consent. I would also like to consider the opinions and misconceptions that the participants have on sex workers and sexual violence against them, however for ethical reasons not all the questions in the survey are compulsory. For the participants, the only personal details I will be asking from them will be their age, gender, and religion – it is their choice whether they choose to give me these details or not. 










Ethics: Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.
When conducting a survey, it is vital to consider the ethical principles to ensure safety and privacy of all participants. This means I should disclose to my participants the risks and benefits of the survey before they decide to participate, (Sudman, 1998). I must respect that not everyone will be willing to participate in my survey, especially as the topic can be very sensitive and may be triggering for some people.
Confidentiality: To make sure that my survey is confidential I will not be asking for names of the participants and the information/data that is collected from the survey will not be used for anything other than my study; and none of my research will be discussed outside of my study. 
Anonymity: The survey is to be anonymous; I will not be collecting any details that would disclose who has taken part. Sometimes, participants are reluctant to take part in surveys that are not anonymous because they don’t want people to know who they are, or what their opinions/ knowledge they have. 
Questions/Language: All my questions will be closed, and I will ensure that none of the language used is hard for any of the participants to understand. I will not be using any language that causes offence or any acronyms that some participants may find hard to understand. I must consider how my questions may make the participants feel, and of course I will make sure to have a trigger warning and ‘skip question’ button for questions that I think some people may find hard to answer. 
Before the survey starts, there will be a note stating that if a participant doesn’t feel they can answer my questions or wouldn’t feel comfortable taking part then they are able to close the survey without completing it. I do not wish to make anyone uncomfortable and will only ask people to participate if they are ready and comfortable to do so.


















	
Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
The data collected from my survey will be carefully compared to the survey conducted by YouGov (2018) to perceive the attitudes of the public towards sexual consent. Once I have done a comparison, I will be easy for me to determine the level of understanding that people have about what consent is and how it works, and if there should possibly be more education on the laws of consent. With this research, I should find the issues that juries might face in the process of prosecuting a perpetrator, and potentially put forward a proposal of educating juries more so they better recognize the impacts of sexual violence towards victims/survivors. 









Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events. 




















Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max.)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e., could your findings influence practice, policy, or training?).
I hope to find out what the main issues are with reporting and prosecuting these cases and whether female sex workers face a different treatment by the justice system because of misconceptions around their work. By understanding what issues, the victims/survivors face when reporting a crime and then finding a potential solution to the issues, I believe that more victims will come forward with allegations and reports instead of letting perpetrators get away with their crimes because their victims are too scared to come forward or believe that they won’t have the support of justice that they need and deserve.
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