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Introduction

Today, religious studies have encompassed Islamic Studies as a new field of study within its spectrum, Islamic study from the viewpoints of the westerners has been empowered heavily with rivalry between the Muslims and the western world since the eighteenth century. Also, the rivalry was also influenced by the advent of the colonial administrations. However, during the 20th century, the newly emerging paradigm has attempted to detach the new trend from the existing historical field by the Muslim and Western scholars exploring to achieve the unfound intellectual boundary.

The academic approaches to the study of Islam have been identified to have its major defects and one of these defects is the inability to combine the delineated sets of Islam with how Islam is established and understood by the researchers in this field. In other words, there is a confusion between the understanding of what is known as historical Islam and the understanding of the faith for Muslims. This tendency was actually illustrated in the sayings of a noted Sufi scholar: The container is often mistaken for the content by the people, imagine a car travelling along a path without a driver and but with or without passengers, the car is expected not to move of course, but people might be wondering of the appearance of the car out from nowhere if it the car has no driver but with passengers, there should be the people’s suggestions of why not one of the passengers take up the car and move it to their destinations. And if all the passengers are drivers the next question the comes up will be who can be the perfect driver?

An approach to the teaching of Islam within the context and Islamic points of view as illustrated in the metaphorical expression above, the drivers are referred to as the prophets, the messengers, the Islamic scholars and the Priest. The regular followers of the Islamic faith are the passengers, the vehicle itself is the religion of Islam and the manual script that needs to be referred to for driving this car is the holy book of revelation: Al Quran.








Donner’s Four Approaches to the Study of the Origins of Islam

Studying Islamic studies in Universities, Professor Fred Donner of the University of Chicago has describes with detail analysis four different approaches focusing on the historical background of the origin of Islam from the period of 610 to 660 BCE. The four approaches are:

Descriptive approach: simply narrates and concurred with the actual sketch of Islamic histories as related by the Muslim scholars and established the fact that:
a) The holy Quran was a compilation and documentary source of the life of prophet Muhammed and the prophets before him as well as the book of governance during his era and after
b) The written documents set down in the Islamic chronicles were all facts and reliable, and 
c) The literature of the hadith was referred to as the theological aggregation was not related to the early history sketching.

During the empire of the Arabs, the descriptive approach of studying Islam was applied by Glubb, this was indicated when he was narrating the story of the birth of Prophet Muhammed and the story of the revelation of Quran to prophet Muhammed by Angel Jibril, according to the tradition. Glubb’s narrative found was reproduces during this time uncritically within the Muslims chronicles with reference to the tribal leadership contest between the tribes of Umayya and Hashim. All of these narrations were consistent of the descriptive approach.

Source critical approach: formation of this approach was as a result of the abundance of newly discoveries of sources which was formulated as methods of filtering contradictory sources of narratives and accounting for it. According to Professor Donner, the assumptions of this approach is laid down as follows:
a) The authenticity of the early available accounts of sources that contained factual information and then later reticulated with untrusted information
b) Information provided through the non-Islamic sources to be taken as an independent account with which the Muslim sources can be contrasted for authentic and reliable result.
c) Little reference to be made to the literature of hadith traditions in the study of sketching of Islamic history because of its nature of religious interest.
d) Huge emphasis to be laid on the Quran for it’s the documentary evidence that can be referred to for early history of Islamic origin.

Watt’s ‘Muhammad at Mecca’, applied the source critical approach when questioning the credibility of prominence of prophet Muhammad’s ancestral or whether it was later exaggerated. Watt also was critical of the text that was written under the Abbasids presented Umayyads in a negative picture. Watt’s approach reflected the source critical approach, but he was mindful of the contemporary unauthentic sources which might have meshed with the actual and factual historical sources.

Tradition-Critical Approach:  many new concepts were developed in the source critical approach and the recognition of verbal transmission of narratives led to the formation of Tradition-critical approach. This approach was first developed in the study of the literature of hadith by Goldziher. This approach identified the traditional accounts to be an outcome of the evolution over the time and reflecting on the social, religious and political factors which emerged at the later time as described by the accounts.  

Tradition-critical approach identifies the larger parts of the traditional literature of Muslim that might be fabricated but also assumes the containment of the core historical fact that is attached to this literature and which can be found through thorough research. This approach was used by Uri Rubin to examine the annunciations of different stories found from different sources such as the Shi’i sources. Two sides of the story of Abu-Bakr was cited by Rubin where the non-Shi’i believed in the early submission of Abu-Bakr to faith and Rubin concluded that these were revealed from later interpolations. This analysis of Rubin shows that his assumption of the traditional Muslim accounts based on theological factors were subject of gradual development.

Skeptical Approach: In this approach, traditional sources are assumed to have gone through evolution and that all other remaining historical facts are not true ignoring the fact their consideration could reveal the actuality of events which actually unfold. This approach is also of the assumption that Quranic verses have been canonized and that he life of Prophet Muhammad was originally attached to the Quran forming exegesis. This approach was criticised and referred to by Donner as implausible. Crone 1987, in her book ‘Trade and the rise of Islam’ applied the sceptical approach when she completely denied the story that narrated that prophet Muhammad traded in Syria. Crone’s knowledge of biblical criticism might have influenced her Islamic sources approach. Crone and Cook in their book ‘Hagarism’ have both denied the existence of prophet Muhammad but later withdrawn the sceptical argument and confirmed his existence and the existence of Quranic texts.

Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]Islamic studies’ programmes have had a longstanding nature within the western universities’ setting and regardless of this, the study itself, its disciplinary boundaries and methods are still questionable today. The Donner’s approaches were chosen in this assignment with the intent of focusing on the western methodologies of the study and hoping to go beyond Eurocentric approach in order to deduce the provisions of the subject of the origin of Islam to analyse its long-time history thereby establishing the truth and the facts of the literature of the studies. 
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