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Early Years curriculum 

No AI was used during this assignment 


Section 1-compare and contrast two different play-based approaches, you should include a critical analysis of the curricula guidance (1500 words) 

[bookmark: _Int_iwrNw5vr][bookmark: _Int_MFJ8yLfA][bookmark: _Int_HhIpdFHZ][bookmark: _Int_IHoQ5tNw][bookmark: _Int_8kWMeIgo]During this section, the writer will compare and contrast two different play-based approaches which will also include a critical analysis of the curricula guidance. The foundation phase was introduced in September 2010, it is a curriculum which focuses on children ages three to seven living in wales, this curriculum was mandatory and enables children to learn in a creative and effective way as stated by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2015). Hwb.Gov.Wales (2015) Also suggest that this curriculum offers child led learning and play however it continues to offer  learning and play directed by practitioners, it is important for children to direct their own learning as it expands their knowledge and understanding while doing what they enjoy, as stated by Torrence,M.(2001) Montessori play theory childrens play is used as a distraction from adult led activities which play can also distract children from the adult made world, Montessori later suggests that the human imagination is powerful however true creativity is not formed  through play but its created through exploring and learning about the real world. The foundation phase allows children to learn through being indoors or outdoors with activities. As stated by  Thomas,F. and Harding,S. (2011) it is important for children to learn and play in the outdoors as it encourages children to take risks, it allows children to learn and understand about the environment and world around them, through playing and leanring in the outdoors it allows children to develop their gross and fine motor skills by using their physical, cognitive, emotional skills to gain confidence and self esteem through learning in the outdoors ,it is important for children to play indoors as it allows a balance for children, indoor and outdoor play are two different types of learning where children can express them selves. The foundation phase focuses on seven areas of learning as suggested by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2015). Throughout the foundation phase children are grouped into work groups through their abilities to learn which activities will be tailored to specific groups and needs. The foundation phase main focus is these seven areas of learning, it works to target specific areas and skills that are important for childrens development and knowledge, this ensures that the childrens main educational focus is being worked towards and that the children are achieving their goals, it is important for children to work independently and learn form their peers to direct their own leaning but it is also important that children have guided learning and development from having social interactions, it is important for practitioners to remember childrens learning is a process as well as a discovery of knowledge which is done as an independent journey suggested by Gowrie (N/D).  There are many benefits of the foundation phase for children one of which is the development of independence and self motivation this is what encourages the child as the children direct their own learning, child centred learning is important to children as they learn about themselves and things in the environment that they are interested in, suggested by Gov.Wales (2019) the foundation phase allows children to have the ability to make mistakes within their work or leanring as this wont effect the child as the foundation phase allows children to make a mistake and not have the fear of failure, the foundation phase encourages children to keep trying and exploring, this will develop children confidence, and self esteem which will then lead into a positive attitude of learning by looking at the positivity and good in their learning and development process.Gov.Wales (2019) further stated that through children being positive it will lead to effective communication skills, gain trust, and develop theior further problem-solving skills, it is important that children are free to express them selves through doing things that they enjoy such as art , dance, or music. Childrens self expression is important for a childs thinking and imagination development it encourages children to be creative and allows them to gain a better understanding and see the world in separate ways suggested by Gov.Wales (2024). 

[bookmark: _Int_fpA2BTdh]The curriculum for wales is a guidance for a curriculum for every three- to sixteen-year-old in wales. With it being introduced in September 2022 The curriculum for wales is a guidance to all schools in wales to develop and create their own curriculum to enable children to reach their targets and learn in diverse ways, as stated by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2024) the curriculum for wales focuses on helping children to reach the four purposes of the curriculum. The four purposes within the curriculum for wales is the beginning point for all a schools to then create a unique curriculum that suits them but with these four purposes in mind, these four purposes are  children who are ready to learn which create children who are capable leaners and ambitious learners, children who are ready to play while learning about life and work which will create creative contributors and enterprising learners, another purpose of for the children and schools to be ethical and to develop an understanding of the world around them, the last purpose is for children to be healthy and confident learners who are ready to fulfil their goals and dreams suggested by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2024). As seen through the curriculum it is important to group children with mixed abilities so that it boots children confidence and motivates children to learn together. As stated by Gov.Wales (2022) it is important for teachers to create and design a curriculum which is unique to every individual childs needs while putting the childs wellbeing and best interests first. As seen by the Donaldson’s review (2015) it is important that schools off support to teachers and pupils to organising leanring which will be based around skills or themes within the class Donaldson also suggests that for children to gain skills and competences it is important to have the approach to a subject based curriculum. As well as the four purposes there are areas of learning and experiences that also need to be explored and taught by practitioners such as literacy skills which is were children develop their listening, speaking, reading and writing welsh and English, another is the childrens numeracy skills where children will be using numbers everyday, digital skills where the children will learn how to use an iPad or computer in a safe way to complete work but the curriculum will also develop their knowledge on  how to be safe while online as suggested by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2022). 


[bookmark: _Int_ONSTu5fl]After studying the foundation phase and the curriculum for wales it is visible to the reader that there are many benefits and boundaries to the both curriculums, the foundation phase states that play is a distraction for children from adult led activities however the curriculum for wales states that children decide how they want to learn and what they would like to learn which will encourage children and children would be more interested in learning that is created around them and what they enjoy. Both curriculums suggest that outdoor play is important for childrens wellbeing and development however the foundation phase is adult led in the outdoors and is quite structured around lessons or a theme where as the curriculum for wales is more structured in the way that children can have free play or direct their own leanring which can develop their physical development as well as knowledge and understanding of the world around them, the curriculum for wales further supports outdoor play with introducing forest school, this is a fun way for children to learn about the outdoors and play in a space that is enjoyable and free. As seen in the foundation phase it states that childrens learning is a process and their work to achieve their goals this is a barrier as all children are different and may achieve certain goals at different times to everyone else, the curriculum for wales supports this as the curriculum is based around the individual child and their needs, by focusing on this children can be independent and confident while learning about them selves and achieving their own goals. Through children working independently it allows them to work at their own pace and can create creative learners as stated by the foundation phase and the curriculum for wales. The curriculum for wales has an overall better structure to childrens development and learning as it is tailored to individual needs and interests  and children have more choices and opportunities, whereas the foundation phase is adult led, with adults being very involved with the children learning and play, which can effect childrens self confidence and independence to work alone or with other peers. Grouping children into work groups of specific colours and abilities was seen throughput the foundation phase which group work is important and can help with social interaction and communication development however is grouping children based on their ability and a certain colour really reaching every childs needs or as suggested with in the curriculum for wales to mix groups up with all different abilities so that children can learn from peers and develop new ways of learning which will help children to feel self aware and happy. 

Section 2- considering the concept of the unique child critically evaluate methods of assessment, progress tracking and age or stage related development models within play-based curricula (1500 words) 

[bookmark: _Int_x5WeLrbH][bookmark: _Int_XfpQuIuI][bookmark: _Int_EqBEYb6x][bookmark: _Int_opmowtIp]During this second section the writer will define what is the term what is a unique child and will later evaluate what are assessment and why is it important, the writer will later study Wharton is progress tracking and models within play-based curriculum that is linked with childrens age and stage development. What is a unique child Gov.Wales (N/D) states that every child is unique and that all children develop at their own time and in their own individual way, children will have their own personality and temperament which will allow them to react differently to their surroundings and environment. As stated by the foundation phase (2015) every child is unique however the foundation phase focuses on the childs age and states what stage that child should be at , which doesn’t allow the child to be unique and independent it pushes children to reach stages when maybe they aren’t developmentally not there yet, where as Hwb.Gov.Wales (2022) ) states that every school is different and that there are no two schools the same which allows children to be independent and individual which allows children to be confident and comfortable to develop their own personalities. For children to be able to express themselves and to develop and learn it is important that children have a safety net of adults around them who they can trust as well as practitioners stepping back to allow the child to take control of their learning, teachers tv (2015) further supports this as they suggest that it is important for children to find their voice through feeling valued and supported within a positive community.  All children have different cultures and this needs to be a point to remember while assessing children, children may have a language barrier where they speak multiple languages or that English is not their first language, for children to be able to be assessed fairly is is important for practitioners to translate the assessment to meet the needs of every child so ensure that the assessments are done fairly, as stated by bornman et al., 2010:117 the wording from assessments can be seen and meant differently within different cultures and languages. In the uk there is an estimated 20% of children that either understand or speak at least two languages as stated by speech and language.org.uk (N/D). Language is a form of communication that connects everyone together, by understanding different languages it allows children to have a key understanding of the world around them, children can use languages to communicate and express them selves as well as using literature to expand their creativity and imagination. While children are undertaking assessments it is important for them to all feel comfortable and confident learners while understanding their belonging within society, education.govt.nz (2017)  states that the Te Whariki theory suggests that children should be have healthy minds and bodies which will enable children to sense their Value and belonging within their society which will enable them to become confident learners and communicators. However as seen by Dweck ( 2017 )  by grouping children from their ability children will pick up on their group even if children are grouped into colours or animals children will understand their ability which will damage their self esteem and low confidence, if children feel this way it will stick with that individual child forever, however if children are in mixed groups with children with all mixed abilities it will higher a child self esteem and will change a child’s mind set, this will allow the child to answer questions and take more risks. As suggested by Saleh, M., et al (2005) by children being in mixed ability groups throughout school it will build on a Childs motivation and encourage positivity towards their work. As stated by Healthcaresciences.cf.ac.uk (2017) 
[bookmark: _Int_9EOcXHv6][bookmark: _Int_XdUrCzH1][bookmark: _Int_XFwaZmN0][bookmark: _Int_Luc693g0][bookmark: _Int_gJBmkoUX][bookmark: _Int_BdI1zvn0]There are many purposes as to why assessments are important, one of which is to ensure student and staff are aware of and encourage changes and improvements within learning and teaching. Another important aspect of assessment is for every child to progress at their own pace and for practitioners to ensure they are supporting everyone to ensure the best possible outcome for the child suggested by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2022). Hwb.Gov.Wales (2022) later states that it is important for children to have support everyday and by doing assessments it will be able to help identify and later reflect on childrens learning progress which will later ensure that the child is receiving the best support to meet their needs. It is important for practitioners to involve parents within children’s processes, vygotsky theory of scaffolding and zone of proximal development is used to help assist children through work and activities to ensure they have the right steps to complete what is needed from the task, a practitioner could do this by undertaking a similar task to demonstrate the process or ask the child if there is any other ways to solve the problem, the scaffolding technique can be used effectively to improve children development within the classroom, however this will only work effectively if the practitioners are aware of the unique zone of proximal development for each child if the practitioner is unaware of this then the scaffolding technique wont be as effective for the child as suggested by structural leanring.com (2022). The importance of adult's involvement within children development is important and highlighted through vygotsky’s theory, as stated by Gowrie.com.au (N/D). Adults play a key role in the development of children, and it is important that parents are involved within childrens processes as well as the child, parents should be made aware of their child’s progress and that parents could encourage children to engage and participate with their development and knowledge in the house to help alongside practitioners with the childs process. As stated by Hwb.Gov.Wales (2017)  Within the foundation phase children’s assessments are based on age related topics such as at a specific age a child should do certain tasks or activities, the assessment categorises children into groups of their age and at what stage they are at which is included in specific detailed steps with the outcome of standardised progression. However the curriculum for wales has created new progression steps to ensure every child is progressing in their own way, this way of assessing is done through broad statements and is not linked to a childs age or school year it is done individually to each child to ensure they are developing and that practitioners can assess if the child may need any further support. Following Legislation.gov.uk (2021) they have created the curriculum and assessment act for wales to ensure that the curriculum is following the progression code unless this is followed the areas of progression will not develop fully or provide learners with what they need. Gov.wales (2021) states that the understanding the progression of learners is important and should be a key point within teaching, planning and assessments. Gov.wales (2021) further state that the learners will progress at their individual pace, children with ALN should have their progression evaluated by practitioners and professionals working with the child to create a variety of ways or tasks  through out the curriculum in which will allow learners to achieve and progress at different times and points throughout their learning process. It is important for practitioners to understand the meaning of progression and to ensure the curriculum reaches the learning experiences learners need to progress as well as adapting the approaches to assessment in ways to understand that progress is being made by all children at their own pace. By the child being at the centre of their learning it is important for practitioners to plan their pathways which will then enable them to observe the child and assess, by doing this it will create ambitious learners, creative contributors, Citizens that are informed and ethical , and individuals that are confident and healthy. Observation is an important way to see childrens progress, the key features of observations are notice, analyse, and respond, this will give the practitioners a clear view on the childs likes and dislikes as stated by westsussex.gov.uk (2021). Observations within childcare settings involve practitioners listening and watching as children play as they learn and explore, while undertaking the observation practitioners will be aware of children’s behaviours, expressions, and actions while they learn and play as suggested by gowriensw.com.au (N/D). Children will make new connections and turn learning and knowledge into new experiences, through increasing children’s effectiveness it will allow them to increase their knowledge deeper and fully understand development pathways and expand their skill, by a child developing these connections it will encourage the child to explore and make new connections by developing their physical development and ensuring their well being  is positive. There is no specific time a practitioner should observe a child but it is best to left them settle into their new space first, it is important for settings to contact parents to ensure they are aware of the observation that will be taking place, it is important for practitioners to ensure their observation covers the main areas of learning which are the numeracy and literacy of the child and to further observe the childs physical, social and emotional development. 





Section 3- write a blog suitable for professional publication (for example: nursery world, small talk) linked to considerations needed when implemented a play- based curriculum/curricula changes (1000 words) 

Digital learning in the digital world 

[bookmark: _Int_vERH3qXc][bookmark: _Int_5cs4LmwW][bookmark: _Int_Nzvuz3Nn][bookmark: _Int_UTtAQUzL][bookmark: _Int_bG4Laz1i][bookmark: _Int_IVwjfl62]During this section I will be discussing digital learning and the barriers it causes within schools and the impact it has on children health and well being . Digital learning is a great skill for children to develop during their time at school. Personally, I believe that by children having iPads in school it will develop their knowledge on how to be safe online as well as being used as good and effective tools for learning as most resources for childrens day to day learning is online which is also easily accessible for children, which can be further included in their independent learning. iPads can be educational for children as there are many ways to learn such as games or books. Another way that I have seen schools using iPads is that a child is in charge of taking pictures of their friends and peers doing work within the classroom and work stations, it is a form of responsibility as that is their job for the day, it encourages children to be responsible and respectful of the iPad and learn that it can be used in a different way other than playing games. Through children learning and completing tasks on an iPad it reduces the amount of paper that is used when printing off multiple task, it has its effects on the environment and that way the children don’t loose or miss place their work on their way home or when they get home, it is quick and easy for parents to sing into the childs online account and access their work from home. Through working online it can develop childrens fine and gross motor skills as they will be learning to type on the key board or draw a picture with their finger which will help children be independent and help practitioners to create new ways of teaching and learning, although iPads are a fun way of learning, children may use iPads to communicate with each other or learn new languages, or iPads could be used to translate certain words or task for children who don’t speak English as their first language, Children with ALN benefit from iPads as it can be used as a way to communicate or express themselves, as we are moving into a more inclusive curriculum it is important to include multiple ways of learning which can be used by all children which will allow them to be creative and develop while they are learning. iPads could be used as an individual task or used as group tasks where children can learn from their peers and give children the opportunity for what they would like to learn. It will be key for schools to ensure that all staff have effective training on how they will set work and tasks on the iPads as well as teaching about online safety which can later be passed on to the children. As stated by simplysunshine.com.au (N/D) learning through technology can be engaging, fun and interactive for children, children can retain information better from learning from educational videos and games. Through learning from technology, it allows children to develop what they have learned from an online game or video and put it into practice within their classroom such as turn taking or emotions suggested bymembers.learnovatecentre.org (2013). Through using iPads in schools, it will develop children’s critical thinking skills and can improve writing and creativity which will later develop their focus and concentration on task suggested by helperbird.com (2020). Although the use of iPads and technology is beneficial for work within the class room it still comes with certain issues, one of these is that children and getting as much physical activity as they should be which can effect their physical development, as stated by cpd online.co.uk (2024) if children lay or sit in front of a screen for a long period of time it will increase the chance of increasing weight gain or obesity within children as they are not getting enough exercise. This can be seen as children spend a lot of time on technology while at home and don’t exercise or go out with friends as much as they used to so by using technology within schools it is taking away their old school learning style of being independent and creative as well as learning to hold a pen to be able to write on paper, this is supported by the guardian.com (2018) which states that the number of children who are struggling to hold a pen or pencil is on the increase, with children using touchscreen’s excessively it is stopping childrens finger muscles from developing correctly. By children spending to much time on technology it can have negative effects on children’s mental health, stated by NHS children’s health (2023) technology can have negative effects on a childs well being and mental health, technology can also affect children’s behaviour and emotions it is important that children receive information on how to be safe online and for children to understand the right amount of time that should be spent online. From using a screen at a young age it will have life long effects on the child such as short attention span, social skills and communication, from a child being in front of a school for just two hours of  the day it can have a negative impact on the childs emotional development and behaviour issues as stated by Newcastle hospital.nhs.uk (2023). There is a concern for children within schools while using technology as there is a lack of resources and teaching staff to ensure everyone stays safe while online suggested by tpea.ac.uk (2021). This now concludes my blog on digital learning in the digital world and the impact it has on childrens health and wellbeing, and the barriers schools are facing to ensure children learn the skills they need while being safe and keeping active. 
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