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Five Possible Causes of
Unanticipated Consequences

Robert K. Merton 1936
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Self-defeating prophecy

(Fear of some consequence drives people to find solutions before the problem occurs, thus the
non-occurrence of the problem is not anticipated.)
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The burden of staring at a smartphone

Effective weight on the spine as forward tilt increases
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Or should the title be




The
Unintended Consequences
of
mankind




A teacher becomes the student;
anger becomes acceptance;
cancer research becomes a cure for baldness;
a painting becomes a film.




A teacher becomes the student;
anger becomes acceptance;
cancer research becomes a cure for baldness;
a painting becomes a film.

For good or bad, our lives, our work and our art are filled with
‘Unintended Consequences’.




