


Task 2

Individual Reflection Report

For coursework 1 – Implementation, we had a group project to create a python application including a rest API and creating a presentation for that application. In my group with Jacob, we decided to create an application using Spotify’s API to allow for searching of details about a specific artist. I believe we did well on the presentation, although most of my work was within the code for the application.

For this project, I was assigned to be the coding manager, ensuring that our code was up to standards, and ensure that the code was readable and efficient. I also was in charge of testing, where I made sure that everything worked as intended and reduced the number of errors as much as possible. While working on the application, the first struggle was understanding the API’s documentation, as I had never worked with APIs before. As the documentation could work for any language, integrating the API into python was a challenge, however, I was able to understand at least the basic commands and implement them into the application. Another of the challenges faced were debugging, as there were a large number of unintended interactions within the application, and while I had help during this process, with both of us working on some of the issues, it was largely down to me to fix these issues.

While this project did have a lot of successes, there were also a few things that personally I could have changed and done differently. For the successes, me and my colleague Jacob had very clear team communication and roles, ensuring that we had clear objectives in mind and being able to simultaneously work on both sides of the project without being blocked by the other. We managed to create a functional project that works as intended, including being able to search for a specific artist and have their albums and top songs listed. This granted me a huge confidence boost in my overall python knowledge as well as APIs, as it will now be easier to read API documentation and relate it to python. However, there were also some things that could’ve made our project better, and just including more functionality into the project. It would have been nice to integrate with the user’s profile in Spotify to give more personalised information about the bands/artists the user actually listens to. There was also a missed opportunity to include more accurate testing, such as including pytest into our application. However, it was a group project, and we had many successes working in a team resulting in great group collaboration, which helped in the development of the application.

In conclusion, the group part of the project was insightful into how a real-world team might work together, and helped develop my communication skills as well as my coding skills, which I am able to take and use in the real world. It would be great to be able to work in a group in the future to help further develop these skills.
