SJSI6022	1501136	Assignment 2
Choose 3 images of one group at risk of exclusion and critically reflect upon these representations and how they might be interpreted by society.
During this portfolio, three images will be explored regarding their differences and similarities. The focus will be discussing differences from each picture and at the end, compare all three pictures to find similarities. There will be discussions on how society views each picture. Policies and theories will be discussed such as the Same Sex Marriage Law 2013, The Civil Partnership Act 2014 and the Queer Theory. The three images that have been chosen are same sex families. The reason for choosing same sex families is that society views them differently to ‘norm’ families within society and are at risk of exclusion due to society’s opinions and is also important for others in society to see that same sex families are just like any other family in society and is equally important to treat them the same as anyone else. The Office for National Statistics defines family as this, ‘a family is a married, civil partnered or cohabiting couple with or without children, or a lone parent, with at least one child, who live at the same address’ (ONS, 2017). 
Image 1: Lesbian family 
A family in this context are a lesbian family. There are two Caucasian women with 2 sons and a dog. The family are sitting on a couch looking happy. The family look clean and healthy and well loved. In the picture, the family have a dog which will help the children learn about responsibility and how to care for a pet. 
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										(Parenting.com, 2018)
Within society, lesbian families are victims to discrimination and stigma. As homosexuality was illegal in Britain until 1963, lesbians found it difficult to come out and as society deemed two women living together as acceptable, those who were lesbians would use this as an excuse, so they would not face the stigma and hate within society (Quam, 1993 cited in Brown, K, 2010). Statistics from 2015 show from ONS that the happiness of those who had come out as gay and lesbians were low, and the rate of anxiety was much higher. These statistics show that the quality of life of gays and lesbians was low due to discrimination and harassment in public services such as health and service access, employment and education (ONS, 2015).  
Many people will see lesbian families different to each other. Take grandparents for example, their childhood and the view of the world will be completely different to young people today as they were raised into a world where lesbians were not of the norm and as stated there may have been many in society but due to hate and stigma they chose not to come out and grandparents would never have experienced lesbians and families. If we look at young people today, they have grown up into a society where there are many lesbian families living in the same street as them maybe and lesbians and lesbian families are now shown on television series, programmes etc. Television shows such as Friends, Pobol Y Cwm and many more. Therefore, views on lesbian families will be different due to factors such as the era an individual was raised in, different countries with different laws and how society deems lesbian families to others in good and bad ways. 
In terms of this image, a lesbian family is good for society as it shows others in society that they are not different to other families and they are also promoting equality. Lesbian families are showing that they have the same experiences as heterosexual families and that if other lesbian couples would like to start a family and are worried or scared about discrimination and their child’s future then they will be able to look at other lesbian families in society and follow their footsteps. 
On the other hand, others in society will see lesbian families as not a traditional family as their views may be religious because it states in the Bible that God put one man and one woman on the earth to reproduce and that’s how it should always be. Other people views may be because they are homophobic and do not understand enough to judge same sex families. If people in society respected and accepted same sex families, then society will be more equal and happier without the discrimination and hate crime and the stigma that lesbian families face. 
It is also unfair on the children in lesbian families as they may face bullying in school from other children whose families haven’t told them to respect everyone no matter their sexual orientation. According to Green, boys in school draw more on insults rather than girls and would use terms such as ‘gay boy’ and ‘faggot’. (Green, L, 2010). Many children will also bully other children in school just because they have two mums. For the children who have two mums, they see it has having a family and two mums but other children who have a mum and dad will see society differently. Therefore, lesbian families are important in today’s society as they show other lesbians who want a family in society that they can have a family and by coming out and doing this shows they are not afraid of the discrimination and that society should treat everyone as equal no matter their sex, race, sexual orientation and so on.
Image 2: Black gay family
In this picture below, it shows a black family consisting of two fathers, one son and a dog. This family look happy and the two fathers seem successful by the clothes both are wearing. The child looks joyful holding the dog. 
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In society, black gay families are also the subject of discrimination and racism. According to a survey in 2011, there were 15% of black same sex families with children living in the UK compared to same sex couples with no children at 4% in the UK (Gov.UK, 2011). 
Due to discrimination and racism, black families may feel that they are being socially excluded from society due to gay families not being the traditional family. However, families within society today is expanding and society are starting to accept all types of families which is showing that society is becoming more accepting but in terms of same sex families’ black gay families do suffer from discriminatory abuse from certain individuals in society who still do not accept same sex families into society. According to Dillon, homosexuality is still being stigmatized in America especially among blacks. A survey taken in America shows that blacks (39%) are less likely to be accepted for same sex marriage than whites (50%). The figures are considerably high for blacks at 39% but those in America who did not favour same sex relationships was at 25% which is much lower. However, from the 1970’s to today, a lot has changed in terms of acceptance. You would not be classed as deviant or be criminalised if you come out as gay whereas in today’s society, many will accept while others will still not accept it, but it is a big step forward from the 1970’s and 80’s (Dillon, M, 2014). 
In the 1970’s, if an individual had come out as gay, they would be hospitalized and taken to a mental institution as people in society during that time thought being gay meant that you were ill. At this time, gay people found it difficult to come out and often hid their sexual orientation. They would live a double life where they would marry a woman to hide their sexuality and in a way be a part of society and not be excluded. According to Green, gay men invented their own language called ‘Polari’ where they would use body codes to tell each other whether they were gay or not (Green, L, 2010). Brown states too that due to gay men enduring medical interventions and prosecution, gay men suffered many feelings of stigma and shame. Due to homophobia in the 1970’s and in today’s society many gay men feel ashamed and have a low self-esteem due to society not accepting (Brown, K, 2010). 
Through a constructionist view on homosexuality, they see it as an identity choice rather than a ‘biologically predetermined natural state’. In other words, those who are gay learn how to be gay through labels and how society views them. From this society will view gays as different and not ‘normal’ like others within society. Therefore, social constructionism believes that the way gays view society is to join into the social labels that society already perceives them as but by doing this many in society will view gays differently and not who they are actually are (Dillon, M, 2014). 
Image 3: Modern Family TV Show - Mitchell, Cameron and new born daughter 
This picture below shows one family from the tv show Modern Family which aired in 2009 in America. The show is one big family and how they manage day to day lives as a family. In this picture below shows Mitchell and Cameron who in the show have adopted an Asian little girl. The tagline for the show is ‘completing one big -- straight, gay, multicultural, traditional -- happy family’. In the show, you see Cameron and Mitchell adjusting to becoming fathers (IMDB, 2009). 
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                                                                                                         (The Wall Street Journal, 2010) 
Within the show, Cameron and Mitchell’s characters try to play all the stereotypes that gay people receive in society. As the show is set in America, the stereotypes that America see gay men as are very feminine and flamboyant, they like Broadway musicals and go to gay clubs. Therefore, within the show these two characters portray all stereotypes that gay men have and prove society wrong by saying that not all gay people act feminine and presume that they all like musicals as each gay person is different which is what they go to say in the show. This show is very good in telling society that it is possible to have a family no matter the sexuality and to ignore all the stereotypes that others in society have portrayed gay people as. 
Within the tv show, Mitchell the one holding the baby in the picture is frightened to come out to his father and uncomfortable when around him. Mitchell also got a job as a lawyer in the show to show his father that he is not gay and that he has ‘masculine’ job. This is important to show on television because many men and boys who want to come will tell their mother, or they would already know due to ‘mother instincts’ and would be scared to tell the father due to his reaction of hearing the words ‘I’m gay’. By portraying this in the show can help others in society come out to their family as they have seen on the show that it can be hard, but the end result will make them feel much better. Many young boys ‘come out’ on social media such as YouTube. Some have their parents in the video or they will phone their parents in the video to tell them that they are gay and most often the parents are relived and others are shocked by what they hear but the parents comfort them by saying that there is nothing wrong with being gay and that the parents still love them the same (TV Critics, 2014 cited by Harris, M et al). 
This show is very important for society as it shows the family portraying all stereotypes within society and use them for comedic humour and to tell society that not all gay families and men are like this. By doing this can put the pressure off other gay men and families who are scared to come out into society because of the stereotypes and discriminatory abuse. This show is a positive way to show the true side of being gay and being a gay family living in America where gay marriage was not legalised in some states. The legalisation of same sex marriages will be discussed in the next section. Therefore, this show is praised by many in America, the UK and in other countries where the show is broadcast as it shows society and the media that they are wrong about gay families and not all of them fall into the stereotypes that they perceive them as. 
In 2013, same sex marriage become law in the UK with the first same sex wedding to be held in 2014. This law allowed same sex couples to marry in civil ceremonies, religious ceremonies where that religious organization is for same sex marriages and the premises has been registered to perform same sex marriages (Gov.uk, 2013). One place where same sex couples cannot get married is within an Anglican church. 
Within America, statistics show that in 2013, 60% of Americans said that homosexuality should be accepted in society and over 51% wanted same sex marriages to be legalised.  From this you can see that America and UK are now accepting same sex relationships and favouring same sex marriages. In the US Military, they had a ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy where gay soldiers had to keep their sexuality hidden even though certain states had legalised same sex marriages and receive the same benefits as heterosexual couples. States such as New York, Iowa, California, Washington and much more. Other countries also legalised same sex marriages in places such as Wales, England and the Republic of Ireland, France, Belgium, Canada, Spain and much more (Dillon, M, 2014). As you can see, there are a wide range of countries that have legalized gay marriage which is big step in the right direction for gay couples and society as it shows that society is becoming more accepting. However, there are still resistance to gay equality in society due the way gay people are perceived in the news and media by political views such as UKIP and in religion as many religions strongly believe that it should be one man and one woman (Green, L, 2010).  
In 2004, the Civil Partnership Act of 2004 was passed where same sex couples had the same employment and benefit rights as heterosexual couples. Without this act, many gay and lesbians had financial issues especially with older lesbians (single women over 65+) being among the poorest in UK according to Brown. This was due to low income and part time employment along with the gender pay gap that women have been at a disadvantage with. (Brown, K, 2010). 
According to Heath cited in Green, those living in residential care who are gay or lesbian, their partners are restricted to visiting rights as they are not deemed as family and that older gay men are excluded from the ‘gay community as they are too old to be clubbing in gay clubs and seen to be out at their age. With some in society discriminating gay and lesbians because of their sexuality, there are also those who are gay and are discriminating other gay people because of their age (Green, L, 2010). As discussed in the first image, because of how older generations were raised, older men and women would not ‘come out’ due to the ‘coming out’ in their era would result in criminalization and being gay was also seen as deviant which affected their mental health as the shame and embarrassment would lead to a low quality of life and loneliness (ONS, 2015).  Hopefully, with society being more accepting, it will help others who want to come out as laws such as the Equality Act 2010, Same Sex Marriage Act 2013, etc are there to support each and every individual with coming out. 
Within society, sexuality is notable in every aspect such as employment, culture and so on. A theorist named Steven Seidman proposed the ‘queering of social theory’. He believed that there was much more to sexuality. In other words, when we socialise we learn languages, symbols and words. We know what goes with what such as salt and pepper and what food it should go on, but queer theorists argue this by saying that there is more than one salt and pepper and different varieties and that there is more than one shade of blue. They believe that the way politics and society have viewed gays and lesbians is all wrong and the term sexuality has changed its true meaning due to the media and society itself. 
What the theorists are trying to say is that they way culture and institutional places are viewing gays and lesbians by stating they are an unequal and stating the bad stuff is going about the wrong way and that the media and the political views should focus on the fluidity of all sexuality and make everyone equal rather than focus on the bad points all the time which hopefully will show society that the way they are perceiving gays and lesbians to the rest of society and the world is completely incorrect (Dillon, M, 2014). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding same sex families, they can now adopt and foster children which is a big achievement. In the UK in 2013 ‘there were around 20,000 dependent children living in a same sex couple families’ (NewFamilySocial, 2013). This shows that society is accepting same sex families adopting and fostering children as they should be allowed to have the same rights as any other family. However, some in society may see how being in a same sex family might impact the children as they grow older. 
The positives of children living in a same sex family is that they are role models for children who may be gay, it increases equality in society for children to be raised in and the love is more important than worrying about the child’s impact in society. As well as, teaching the children resilience so the parents can provide a positive environment for children as they grow up (Crouch, S, et al, 2017). On the other hand, some may see the negatives as having cultural and social barriers as many culture and religions are still in belief of one man and one woman as well as lack of gender balance. 
Children in same sex families are no different to other families as they will teach their children right from wrong and will prepare the children for the stigma and discrimination that their parents face like any other family. The positives certainly rule out the negatives due to the future generations being more understanding than previous generations due to different eras and the fact that there is much more being done by young people in society today. There are gay and lesbian parades and the introduction to the LGBTQ flag and parties that they do to raise awareness on equality and rights. 
Therefore, by looking at the three images that have been chosen, each picture had their differences in ways that society view them and there were good and bad points, but as discussed society is becoming more accepting to a range of issues such as the gender pay gap, same sex marriages and families, more equality. However, throughout history gays and lesbians have been through an ordeal to gain equality and been through a lot of discriminatory abuse and hate crime. Which is why all three images represent that it is achievable to become a same sex family and by ignoring the stereotypes and raising more equality will achieve remarkable things and hopefully make society more accepting in years to come.  
“You see, the dreamers need the realists to keep them from soaring too close to the sun. And the realists? Well, without the dreamers, they might not ever get off the ground” (Cameron - Modern Family, 2009).
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