Epic

Seminar 2: In this seminar we will analyse in detail the final book of the Iliad, book 24.

Discussion topics:

Does the final book of the Iliad provide us with a sense of closure?

What is the relationship between this book and the very first book of the epic?

How does Homer use the literary techniques of suspense, foreshadowing, and
dramatic irony?

How are the two protagonists (Priam and Achilles) characterised?

How does the book deal with the ethical themes of mercy, respect, and pity and the
heroic values.

What is the role of the gods at the beginning of the episode and the role of Hermes as
a guide?

The importance of the supplication and the ‘father-son’ themes.

The use of a typical scene: the visitor’s / hospitality scene
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