Script



Slide 1 (Narrative)

On Isla Nublar, a new park has just been built with genetically engineered dinosaurs. Tragedy strikes when one of the workers is killed by a velociraptor. The founder of the park, John Hammond, requests Paleontologist Dr. Alan Grant and his assistant, Dr. Ellie Sattler to come to the park and ensure that it is safe. Also joining them are Hammond's lawyer Donald Gennaro and chaos theorist Dr. Ian Malcolm. When they reach the island, they are amazed to discover that Hammond has created living dinosaurs. However, at the same time they all have their doubts. Later, Hammond's grandchildren Lex and Tim join the group in a tour of the park. Sattler leaves the tour to take care of an ill triceratops. Soon the power in the park is shut down by computer systems geek Dennis Nedry who wishes to steal embryos from the park to sell to a secret buyer. In the process, many dinosaurs escape their paddocks, including the deadly Tyrannosaurus Rex, who, during a thunderstorm, escapes his paddock and attacks the children, and eats Gennaro. Malcolm is injured, and Grant and the children are then lost in the park. Meanwhile, Hammond, Sattler and the rest of the operations team learn that Nedry (who in the meantime has been killed) has locked up the computer system to cover his tracks. They attempt to get power back in the park in order to escape the island. After shutting down the system, then restoring it, the group realizes that velociraptors are also on the loose and are now on the hunt for the visitors.






Slide 2 (Mise en Scene)

The director uses costume and props in this scene to show us the difference between the workers and who it is that is in charge. We know who is the one in charge just by the clothes he is wearing because he is wearing what looks like a zoo keepers’ outfit which is a cream kind of colour while everyone else is wearing orange hard hats and green body suits. They have also made sure that it was a lighter colour so that it would stand out more than the others who are in much darker clothes. It is not just what he is wearing that tells us he is in charge but also the fact that everyone else has what looks like long tasers or dart guns which are only used to stun whatever they shoot, while he is holding a shotgun which is obviously used to kill. This gives him the power and authority because he has a more powerful weapon there showing us that he is the most powerful out of all of them there.
It is not just the costumes and the props, it is also the sound. We hear the leaves on the trees rustling in such a way that you know its defiantly not the wind and something is there coming towards them.
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Slide 3 (The scene)

So Here is the scene that I will be talking to you about today. We will watch it all the way through and then I will talk to you about specific parts of the scene. 















Slide 4 (Opening Sequence)

Here we have the three titles that we are shown in the opening sequence. They have used a soundtrack that almost sounds like a dinosaur’s footsteps with the depth of the beat and also the time of silence we have between each beat. This builds up the tension in the viewer because it sounds as if it is a dinosaur’s walking. It makes you feel like something is going to happen as soon as the scene begins. The title sequence also reminds me very much of a horror movie kind of opening sequences. More specifically of ‘John Carpenter’s - Halloween’ from 1978, as in that title sequences even though they use a different sound track It still has a very similar look. Both title sequences have black backgrounds with red writing that come onto the screen really fast but fade off quite slowly. They also both end by fading from black where the first scene begins. This is another way that Spielberg built up the tension, he made the opening sequence feel as though it was a horror film from the title sequence.  


Slide 5 (Shot breakdown 1)

As you can see the first shot that we have is of the trees rustling but we aren’t told what it is and also are not given any clues. It then cuts to this shot of a close up of one of the workers. Here is sort of gives us clues as to what it could be coming towards us through the trees by looking at his face, we can tell that whatever it is, it is tall because of the direction that his eyes are looking, as you can see, they are looking up. Not only that but we can see that he is looking quite nervous and unprepared for what is to come, so from this we have a good reason to believe that it is a dinosaur coming through the trees as we already knew it was a dinosaur film coming into it. The scene then cuts back to the trees rustling just for a few seconds still not giving anything away. We then come to this shot here which is a medium close up of more workers and they are all looking in the same direction has the one we had a close up of before and again are all looking just as nervous and unprepared as him which gives you more reason again to believe that whatever it is, it is dangerous and the viewers mind would go straight to a dinosaur that is coming towards them from the trees and they are going to have to try and stop it. 


Slide 6 (Shot breakdown 2)


When this shot starts off it starts like the one at the top here where we have a medium shot with works all around him, which then turns into a gradual zoom into a medium close up of the person we can only assume is in charge as like I said in the slide before, before it even zoomed in we knew it was him we were focusing on because he is more lit up than the rest and is also the only face that we can see in the scene. He is in a different outfit to the others to show he is the one in charge and is also holding a much more powerful gun to the other workers. Not just that but if you look at the expression on his face, he doesn’t look nervous like the others, He seems a lot more relaxed, comfortable and prepared for whatever is coming out of the trees. Another thing is if you look closely you can see that the camera gives us a low angle shot which is used to make him seem more powerful because we are looking up at him. Whereas the others were all straight on at eye level to show that they don’t have any authority. Just from this simple shot you can learn a lot about the characters, we are told from this that he is a leader and is fearless. But also, just by looking at how prepared he looks it gives you the impression that he has done this before. 















Slide 7 (Shot breakdown 3)


The first picture here is the moment in which we find out what is was that was rustling in the trees and we see that is was just a forklift carrying a crate. Seeing the crate being lifted in releases some of the tension and makes the viewer relax thinking it is all over because we are led to believe that everyone is safe, and nothing has gone wrong. We then go into the establishing shot that we are normally used to seeing at the start, but I feel that with it being half way through the scene it helps build the tension because the viewer doesn’t really know where they are or what is going on which sort of makes the viewer feel a bit disorientated. The director leaves it up to the imagination of the viewer to figure it all out. Also having the establishing shot after releasing the tension solidifies the idea that the danger is over because the establishing shot is used to tell the viewer where they are and isn’t used to build any tension. 
Once the crate is put down, we are then told that there is in fact a dinosaur inside the crate, up until now the cuts have been relatively slow but here the cuts are a lot quicker which makes you feel something is going to happen. They single out the bloke in charge once again but this time from a Point of View shot of the Dinosaur. As you can tell to single him out the director uses a frame within a frame to make the viewer concentrate on just him and more importantly realise that he is who the dinosaur is focused on. This makes the viewer think that he is the one that the dinosaur will get if anything does happen.










Slide 8 (Shot breakdown 4)

This shot is one of my favourites because throughout the build-up of the scene we are led to believe that the humans are in charge and more specifically the guy with the shot gun is in charge, with the way he has been looking comfortable and in control for most of the scene unlike the other who have looked quite nervous and unprepared. But these two shots alone show that you can’t control dinosaurs and that the humans aren’t in charge. The moment when they look each other in the eyes you can see just from his eyes that he is no longer feeling comfortable in this situation and has lost the control he had over the situation with the sound of panic in the background from all the other workers and in fact now it is the dinosaur that is in control of the situation and is the most powerful in this scene.

The great thing about this scene being the opening scene to the movie is because the whole scene really and truly foreshadows the plot of the film. As we have seen in this scene, they have a dinosaur locked up and we are led to believe the humans are in control of everything, but the dinosaur manages to break free and causes chaos which is what happens in the overall film. So, this is in almost like a mini version of the film and is telling you how the film ends pretty much before it has even started. 
