[image: A close up of black text

Description automatically generated]

Charlotte Palmer 
2404336 
Global Sustainable Tourism 
BMTP5023
Deborah Jenkins 
Word Count: 1897


















Sustainable Tourism in context: A critical Evaluation of Regional Practices,  Polices, and the Role of CSR
Climate change is having detrimental impact worldwide, create significant issues for environment, economy, and the infrastructure. However, islands around the world are seeing the most impacts from reduced coastlines through the rising sea levels, extreme weathers like storms, dry and wet periods and a change in temperature. This creates more issues for ecosystems such as wildlife, coral reef, tropical rainforests as well as decrease in vegetation and food supplies for animals, marine life and mammals (Mahapatra, 2023). 
Islands have been significantly affected by climate change. This essay will go into more depth in specific islands around the world that has been affected, how they have overcome these challenged and what they have put in place to battle this on-going issue. It will look at the “Climate-induced loss and damage and cultural loss in Maldives” (Suhail, 2023) case study to get a better understanding from the Maldives perspective. The sustainable tourism challenges within Bali and Thailand, including the community-based tourism, CBT,  in rural Fiji. 
CBT refers to the community lead model that allows countries to decide how they will develop tourism for their country ensuring they benefit both socially and economically, ultimately investing it back into the countries infostructure (Barker). Sustainable tourism challenges on islands, sustainable framework in practice while also looking at the culture preservation in the Maldives and the culture identity and tourism in the Caribbean. The application of sustainable frameworks, critical evaluations of CSR approaches. CRS stands for central reservation system, a booking platform that collates information to sell a package holiday while giving like updates and changes as they happen to generate more sales.

Bali is a located in the Lesser Sunda Islands which is in Southeast Asia (Oliver, 2023) with a population of over 4 million people (Siahaan, 2024) and brings in over 16 million tourists, both domestic and international each year (Adams, 2025). Tourist come from all over the world to visit major hotspots however, Bail is trying to make this as sustainable as possible following the Tri Hita Karana philosophy. This belief enforces the balance of community and the harmony with God (Discovery Kartika Plaza Hotel, 2024) for sustainable development and to preserve the environment. Another approach they try to follow is the Subak Irrigation System, which is a UNESCO system that looks at traditional, spiritual and cooperative methods of leading water for rice paddies (Carlsson, 2022). This demonstrates the sustainable and traditional farming techniques used throughout the community. However, Bali also faces detrimental issues with tourism hotspots, with trying to keep up to speed with the constant flow of tourism and a loss of culture, especially in places like Penglipuran Village (Pandit, 2025). Penglipuran Village focuses on trying to preserve the natural beauties and has a deep connection with nature and sustainability, with locations like the Bamboo Forest brings in lots of tourists each year. However, this does pose an issue with the increase of visitors, this is creating larger footfall to this destination which is slowly starting to deteriorate the location.
Similarly enough Thailand faces similar issues with significant social impacts like a shift from traditional customs verses modern way of life that is having a negative impact on life for locals as tourism takes over. This is creating a limitation to recourses and a strain on the infrastructure with more tourists taking up facilities and creating an increase in waste (Suprapa Somnuxpong and Nutchapon Chiarasumran, 2024). With the increase in tourism to the destination it is creating more money for the economy. However, this also comes with an increase of crime rates, of scams, pickpocketing and theft (Strangio, 2025). 
Fiji is a known destination for community-based tourism as it empowers communities (Gibson, 2015) and is becoming a trend for young backpackers as a more sustainable adventure. This has been done by companies like Think Pacific who work with communities in Fiji to send individuals to help with conservation projects that aim to promote and protect these locations. This is done by including various sustainable development goals, SDGs, for each project. United Nations has pledged to support “peace and prosperity for people and the planet” (United Nations, 2015) by 2030 by identifying 17 goals in which to impact to world as a whole in becoming sustainable.
  
Since 2015 Hawaii has welcomed a huge increase of tourism to the location with approximately 8-9 million per year (Road Genius, 2023) making it a highly popular destination. This has created environmental vulnerabilities such as increase tourism which has led to a strain in resources and creating high levels of pollution (U.S. Department of the Interior, 2023). Although, Hawaii relies heavily on the money that comes in from tourists and contributes to approximately a quarter of the economy (Road Genius, 2023). This has its limitations when it comes to non-peak seasons, creating a rising cost on everyday items making it a costly destination. This can ultimately make it less appealing for tourists to visit which will ultimately increase inflation for locals. Hawaii is not only trying to preserve heritage they are also trying to reenforce the native language, upholding the core values and traditional practises to uphold sustainable farming (Murdock, 2025). This is now becoming a trend by fully immersing tourists into cultural experiences that both educate and emphasises the importances of traditions and heritage.

After looking at the “Climate-Induced Loss and Damage and Cultural Loss in Maldives: A case study” . The Maldives is made up of over one thousand small islands surrounded by sea and marine life, which is home to the 7th largest reef system in the world, making is a key attraction for many of its tourists. However, this makes it extremely acceptable for climate change with increase water levels, reduce shorelines, and degradation to heritage. This can be seen in the reduction of coral reef and biodiversity, a threat to fresh water from sources such as ground and rain water. With a decline to marine life, it directly impacts local livelihood and culture (Suhail, 2023a).

The United Nations has aim to stop poverty, improve quality of life to everyone and protect our plant, the agender was created implemented in 2015 and has set 17 goals to reach in 15 years. The 17 goals are:
· Ending poverty everywhere
· Zero hunger 
· Good health and wellbeing for all ages 
· Inclusive education to promote lifelong learning 
· Gender equality 
· Clean water
· Affordable energy 
· Economic growth 
· Resilient and innovative infrastructure in industry 
· Reduce inequality 
· Making communities safe 
· Being responsible for the consumption and production of natural recourses 
· Respond to climate action 
· Conserve marine recourses 
· Protect and restore eco systems on land 
· Bio diversity loss 
· Promoting peace among all 
· Strengthen global partnership for sustainable development goals
(United Nations, 2015)
The Caribbean is implementing this by ploughing recourses into projects that tackle climate control, boosts the local economy through public and private partnerships, such as renewable energy ideas though natural recourses like wind solo and tidal (EN, 2024). The UN Multi-Country Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework, MSDCF, provides guidelines on national and regional frameworks for the Caribbean (Un.org, 2024). The world agency united nations world tourism nation promotes countries to build economic growth, sustained development, and eco-friendly promoting tourisum in the sustainable developmental goals, SDGs (CARIBBEAN SUSTAINABLE TOURISM POLICY AND DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, 2020). The UNWTO stands for United Nations World Tourism Organisation has gone through it’s own rebranding in 2024 to UN Tourism to show an approach that can change according to the person, system, process or mechanic of change (Untourism.int, 2024) The Caribbean is promoting the importance of climate change, improved economies, upgrading digital transformations and individual regional expectations (Worldbank.org, 2025)

CSP ensures businesses take responsibilities and accountabilities for their contribution to the UN Tourism goals. It investigates more depth on how they impact the environment and is categorised into four main responsibilities, environmental, ethical, philanthropic and economic (imd, 2024). These goals were set out to minimise the harm done to our planet in the morally and ethically correct way (Stobierski, 2021). Companies are able to implement the goals through having dedicated teams, publishing figures directly linking them to the progress they have made, adhering to the standards of the Global guidelines such as the UN Global Compact (Unesco.org, 2025). When we look at tourism basic provision, accommodation for tourist, there is several ways they can support the global guidelines. This can include focusing on energy efficiency, increasing recycling, and reducing unnecessarily heating and lighting. By having a dedicated teach and department who solely woks on environmental practices helps to reduce its blueprint for the company and prevents green washing. Supporting communities’ engagements like local football teams and fundraising, donating to much needed charities and organisations. Sourcing products and produce locally can help to reduce the companies carbon footprint and promoting sustainability. 
However, some CSR approaches can be financially challenging for smaller businesses with start-up costs increasing and for bigger businesses taking longer to see its impacts on the environment. This can lead to potential greenwashing by promising change when this is less likely due to high costs and inflation. This then creates the augment of goods vs probability, as traditional methods are cheaper, easier to sources and reliable for short term use. Where the CRS approach takes time, money and adaptation in order to see the bigger change and end result (GSC Blog Administrator, 2025). This may cause an issue for returning customs, if they are reliant on what they know and expect the company to provide, by making change can create more worry due to change. With rising costs in inflation by having a more sustainable product/ service will be a bigger cost due origin. This can leader to customers not wanting to spend as much money on the same products if its sustainable, due to the cost of living.

To conclude the world global organisation has a duty to preserve the planet for both the plant and future generations to come. Each island that has been looked at has a part to play in keep the CRS approaches maintained and sustained, while also linking each practice to at least one of the sustainable development goals in their duty to reach the global goal by 2030. This is a pledge to reduce their environmental impacts, carbon footprint in a world of global change. Countries are having to make huge decisions on what changes are necessary for their organisations and hotels in order to see and experience change world-wide. Whilst maintaining economic growth for the country to be able to fund such significant changes which are both sustainable and long term, if all countries can make significant change, we can impact climate change and reverse the aging impact of the world ensuring we maintain islands and not loss their beauties and heritage due to Global warming effects that impacts our future world 
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