An analysis of Roman attitudes towards prostitution and its role in the Pompeian economy. 
This paper will prove that despite the contemporary literature condemning prostitution, it was a profession that prevailed over ‘Roman sensibilities’ and played a role in the economy that allowed the city of Pompeii to flourish. This paper offers an extensive exploration into the importance of prostitution in the Pompeian economy which has not yet been fully explored in modern scholarship. Despite an increased interest into the topic of prostitution in the ancient world, modern scholarship seems to focus on only the ancient societal attitude towards the profession without linking that part to economy. With so much evidence coming out from Pompeii, which could not have been altered by excessive cultural change over the imperial period due to the results of the eruption, this paper will focus on the Pompeian economy.   
This paper will take the form of two parts. The first part will be an analysis of Roman attitudes towards prostitution using the works of authors such as Martial, Juvenal, Catullus and Suetonius. This section is relevant as it will aid to the analysis of prostitution within the city. With understanding the Roman attitude towards prostitution, we are able to explore prostitution in many lights; discovering whether it was a profession recognised and sanctioned by law or tolerated legally as a necessary evil. The aim of this opening section is to prove that the overt Roman attitude towards prostitution was that while it was considered a profession, it was not seen in a positive light and was in fact a perversion. This part of the paper will also feature a section on methodology which will explore the problematic nature of genre and the issues which arise from hyperbole. This section will also address the issues which arise when attempting to understand literary references to sexually active women and whether the women are prostitutes or whether the author is, for want of a better term, ‘slut shaming’ those women. 
The second part of this paper will discuss the role of prostitution in the Pompeian economy with a focus on the ways in which it may have affected trade, the circulation of coinage, and the ‘tourist’ industry of Pompeii. This part of the paper will refer heavily to the epigraphic evidence and frescoes which can be found at bath houses, known brothels, and taverns throughout the city. Also, through using a model of the hypothetical economic impact made by prostitution in Pompeii ranging from the highest to the lowest potential financial contributions, this part will aim to to prove that; although literature presents prostitution as a perversion and immoral, it played a rather large role in maintaining the stability of the Pompeian economy and was indeed a lucrative profession. 
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