12	al-Qaeda and Muslim Politics

The development of the ‘al-Qaeda’ entity(-ies), and its ‘religious-political’ agendas, forms part of the contemporary Muslim political equations – even though its messages are not universally accepted by Muslims or Islamic authorities, and even though many states with Muslim populations have specific agendas which seek to counter any influence of al-Qaeda within political and other discourse.  Al-Qaeda’s global nature, its application of communications technology (including the internet), and its amorphous cell-like structures mean that its political messages are not necessarily shaped in a conventional manner.  However, it has been influenced by a variety of historical figures and movements from the past, including several discussed elsewhere in this module, and it also impacts on the contemporary Muslim contexts discussed in this module.

Guided Reading

Within this module, in order to approach al-Qaeda’s political messages, a variety of selected reading is provided.  Suggestions for further reading can be obtained from Gary Bunt.  

Start your reading with:

Bruce Lawrence (editor) & James Howarth (translator), ‘Introduction’, Messages to the World: The Statements of Osama Bin Laden

_____. Osama bin Laden, 3-4.  

This provides an introduction to the influences on bin Laden, illustrated by translations of two speeches calling for ‘jihad’.  Then follow this up with an analysis of the contemporary Muslim political discourse emanating from al-Qaeda:

Gilles Kepel, The War for Muslim Minds, Ch.4
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