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This seminar will discuss and explain an advisory session for parents and guardians on a challenge young people face in today’s contemporary society. Young people today are faced with a host of challenging issues such as homelessness, substance misuse, mental health, a toxic childhood and also most recently the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Slide
Youth Employment UK (2022, p.7) recently reported 
The past three years have been traumatic for young people, COVID-19 and its continuing aftermath has acted both as a catalyst and as a suppressant for some of the biggest issues facing young people: accelerating social, emotional and mental health challenges and contributing to the growing fears and feelings of isolation from age 11 all the way to age 30.

					
(Youth Employment UK, 2022, p.7)


For the purpose of this seminar, the focus will be on the issue of Child Criminal Exploitation and more specifically due to time limitations, county lines exploitation. 
 During a recent training session on Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) by Dyfed Powys Police, Elias (2022) suggested county lines is escalating at an alarming rate throughout all parts of the country since the  Covid-19 pandemic and will possibly see more children and young people being recruited due to the cost of living crises here in the UK at present.  The National Youth Agency (2021, p.3) concede Elias’ thoughts commenting, “border controls through COVID-19 reduced drug-supply. Increased levels of unemployment, especially for young people impacted by the recession, has increased demand for county lines involvement”.

Parents and guardians need to be aware of what county lines is,  the signs to look out for that a child maybe being exploited and what to do next. This session will also explain how youth work can help to support young people from being criminally exploited or how to support them when they have.  
(Next slide)

The advisory session will include a PowerPoint presentation titled Trapped by the Line, which will visually help to highlight all-important information and a few of these slides will be shared with you today as examples.  

Firstly, it may prove beneficial to explain to the parents and guardians what youth work is briefly before moving on to the topic of county lines.  This will ensure that the parents and guardians have a knowledge of what youth work is when we discuss how youth work can support young people. So how will be explain what youth work is? (next slide).

In Wales, youth work is guided by many policies, acts, strategies and frameworks.  These are just a few that guide our work. However, for parents and guardians to understand what youth work is the advisory session will focus on ,The Principles and Purposes of Youth Work in Wales, which underpins the key principles of youth work and  The National Occupational Standards for Youth Work (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019) which guides the delivery and standards that must be met.  

So how will we describe what is youth work?  (next slide)
Next slide – read out from slide

Non-formal education refers to structured sometimes-accredited qualifications, which take place outside of the formal educational classroom setting that develops the skills of the learners (Coombes and Ahmed, 1974; Jeffs and Smith 1990).  Informal education refers to the unplanned education received by a learner that happens to come from incidental conversations and teachings from everyday life, however Jeffs and Smith (2010, p.7) view informal learning “the education flowing from learning projects undertaken by ourselves”.

Next slide
 Youth Work in Wales Review Group (2022) state Youth Work is delivered in many different settings, centre-based, Street/detached, outreach, residential work, targeted provision for specific groups in a variety of environments such as school, GP practices, YJT for reparation work and of course most recently Virtual when the Covid-19 pandemic hit.

Youth work in Wales has a value base that respects young people and offers opportunities in accordance with the five pillars of youth work defined by Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2022. 
After this slide during the advisory session hard copies of the Principles and Purpose document would be given to parents/guardians.
Delivering good and purposeful Youth Work is fundamentally down to the relationship between youth workers and young people.  As Youth Work is based on a voluntary participation basis, it is extremely important to work in accordance with The National Occupational Standards for Youth Work to “initiate, build and maintain relationships with young people (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019).  Skinner (2010, p.43) states that “the desire to connect with other people is a fundamental skill for youth workers”.  Blacker (2010, p.17) goes further and declares 
Our ability to build and sustain appropriate, effective and valuable relationships with young people is at the heart of youth work practice.  How we relate to those we work with and the content of those relationships is our main concern.
			
						(Blacker, 2010, p.17)

Now that the parents and guardians would have had a brief introduction to Youth Work, the advisory session on the issue of County lines will continue, it will start with definitions of what it is and signs to look out for. 
So how do we explain Child Criminal Exploitation to parents and guardians?   (next slide)


So how do we explain Child Criminal Exploitation to parents and guardians?   (next slide)
So know parents know what CCE is let’s explain County lines (Next slide)
At this point, an activity with parents would be carried out.  Images of different faces of all aged children, different clothes, and accessories they may wear/carry etc. and they will be asked to make up an image of a child/young person who they think may be a target by gangs for recruitment.  After discussion why they have chosen that image we will go to the next slide to see who is correct.  (next slide).
Recruiters are getting clever, historically young people most likely to be targeted were children or young people from inner cities, children homes, poor economic background, unstable family life and pupils excluded from mainstream school.  It is now shifting and recruiters are now targeting different people according to The National Youth Agency (2021) Read from slide.
As Youth Workers, we know that any young person is at risk of being targeted by gangs for county lines purposes and this has been shared with the parents.  

However, as professionals with training on this issue we have learnt that some people may be more susceptible to being targeted due to their background.  
Next slide
Maslow’s (1943) Hierarchy of needs illustrates the five levels of an individual’s needs, which will dictate a person’s life behaviour. Maslow (1943) suggests that an individual cannot move through the stages until each stage has been met.  As Youth Workers, we know our young people and have spent time initiating, building and maintaining relationships with them (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019).  We know our young people and have to acknowledge that sometimes there may be reasons why they will struggle to successfully move through the levels.  For instance, LAC will have their first level of needs met and will progress on to stage two, but their life experience may prevent them from achieving the second level possibly due to lack of feeling secure after different placements.  This will impact on their ability to move through the levels to achieve self-actualisation.  Research by (Coomber and Moyle, 2012; NCA, 2017; Sturrock and Holmes, 2015; Windle and Briggs, 2015) have all identified vulnerable people are more susceptible to exploitation. 
Vulnerable young people with welfare needs, looked after children and children of parents or caregivers with mental health issues and, people experiencing alcohol or drug dependency. What we know as ACES. 
ACES slide (Explain)
Windle, J., Moyle, L., & Coomber, R. (2020) acknowledge there is a theme running through many young people’s immersion in county lines, and that “many of those recruited in county lines have already experienced a range of ACEs at home or in care”.
Read out next slide (ACES) 
So why does having experienced ACES make you more vulnerable to being exploited?
Next slide

We know our young people and if they do not have a positive trusted adult in their life then we can be the positive role model and consistent in their life. Scanlon, Williams, Walsh and Rose (2020, p.13) acknowledge some young people are without “positive adult role models, and as a result have perceived lack of control over their future”.  This is something as youth workers we need to be mindful of at all times.

Therefore, after defining county lines we will then look to advise parents/guardians on signs to look out for that their child may be involved.  
Signs to look out for slide
Talk about slang slide and hand out slang dictionary to parents.

Next, we will look to inform parents of the county lines operations, risks for the young people involved and some relevant statistics, using the following slides. (Read out slides)


So let us look at some very recent statistics
Next slide
In the week running from 3rd – 9th October 2022.  The Metropolitan Police (2022) facilitated “County Lines Intensification Week” across the country.  In just one borough in London the seven-day operation resulted in the following
Slide
There is some serious figures there and if you think that is not happening in Wales or even Pembrokeshire, read on.  During the county lines intensification week that run from 7th March to 13th March, Dyfed Powys Police, (2022, n.p) reported………
Slide
We also need to explain to parents/guardians that the children and young people are victims and not criminals. Slide 
Hudek (2018, p.15) also recognises this and declares, “some children will not seek help, while others feel unable to access help for fear of repercussions from their exploiters”. 
(The Children’s Society, 2018, n.p) also highlight “those that do come to the attention of services, county lines involvement can be perceived as a lifestyle choice which conceals their right to safeguarding until they are 18 years of age”.

So next, we need to advise parents and guardians on how youth work can support young people from County lines exploitation.

There are two areas that youth work can help support young people. Firstly prevention and secondly the support young people who have been criminally exploited.   
Prevention
Open access youth provisions such as youth clubs and drop in sessions can offer safe spaces for young people, opportunities to meet, and socialise with their peers. The National Youth Agency (2021, p.6) report that young people are “vulnerable and prey to gangs, without a safe space in their communities, among friends with trusted adults”.   Outreach Youth Workers can also go to where young people are known to gather and deliver diversionary activities in the hope to engage and build relationships with the young people.  However MOPAC (2020, p.12) advise to “stay ‘one step ahead’ as gangs and local dealers adapt their business model, to recruit and exploit other young people, requires the safety-net of open-access youth services”.



Information sessions
Youth workers can educate young people using non-formal learning techniques on the risks of county lines and Child Criminal exploitation.  This will in accordance with The National Occupational Standards for Youth Work “enable young people to access information to make knowledgeable decisions and will help young people to safeguard their own welfare” (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019, p.7).  Youth workers can also work in partnership with other agencies such as the Police to deliver information awareness sessions for members of the community on the signs of CCE and where to take any intelligence or concerns.

Raising well-being and resilience
Dickinson (2019, n.p) comments that young people with poor mental health is a risk factor in “increasing the likelihood children and young people being drawn into gangs or being criminally exploited”.  NHS (2022, n.p) states, “evidence suggests there are five steps to improve mental health and well-being”.  Youth Work can offer young people a wide range of activities to help raise their well-being. Researchers Sonneveld, Rijinders, Metz, Regenmortal and Schalk (2020, p.9) report “multi methodic Youth Work does contribute to the expansion of social networks for young people, developing life skills, strengthens school and employment opportunities and improves health and well-being”.  By offering learning opportunities, a safe space, becoming integrated within their communities and all the other things mentioned previously, can help raise young people’s wellbeing and resilience and help to protect them from becoming a victim of CCE. 

So next, we can inform the parents/carers on how Youth Work can help to support young people who have become victim to CCE.  

Read off slide
The advisory session will conclude with asking the parents or guardians if they have any further questions.  A leaflet I produced with the key information from the presentation will be handed out with links for further reading and support helpline numbers.  A copy of Pembrokeshire Youth’s Community team leaflet will also be distributed so parents and carers can read further information on what youth work offers and locations on youth clubs in the county as well as Pembrokeshire County Councils safeguarding card, which provides contact numbers and information on reporting of any concerns.  I have also produced a business card with a QR code on which if the parents scan will bring up links for videos on young people’s stories of county lines involvement. 

I hope that has given you a good understanding of what the parent and guardian workshop will look like.  Thank you for listening. Do you have any questions?
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