SJIE 5003 – Social inclusion in practise
Choose a group/ individual within society and education being at risk of exclusion. Use the literature and theory to critically analyse whether policy translates into good practise in education.


  The group in which the writer has chosen to discuss is gypsy travellers. Children in the gypsy traveller community, often either stay in one place or move around. Not all gypsy travellers live in a caravan some live in homes but follow the same culture as gypsy travellers. Many children are dual registered to schools. The equality act 2010 explains “to anticipate the needs of incoming pupils from a new group, such as traveller children.” This shows that every school is going to accommodate the gypsy traveller community in their establishment. In 2017 children from the traveller community had one of the highest rates of school exclusions. School are tackling the areas that they are abused in, racial abuse and bulling. Due to this and the traveller background many don’t do GCSE’s. House of commons shows “In 2017, 22% of pupils from Irish Traveller backgrounds and 11% from Gypsy and Roma backgrounds attained GCSEs in English and Maths at grade 4/C or above, compared to 64% of pupils nationally.” This data shows that in recent years the rates of travellers completing their GCSE’s is much lower than any other group. This may not always be because of their discrimination; a lot of traveller children following in their parent’s steps and support the family I their business. This can make a child feel like they don’t belong in society. Children in a traveller community often find it difficult in social situations with other children. Poverty is one of the most difficult thing for families. Many children receive free school meals. Traveller children would have the opportunity for their children to receive free school meals but their parents don’t accept it. The LSE explains “RGT children do not benefit from free school meals, because parents are too proud to claim benefits, or, in the case of EU mobile Roma, face barriers to claiming them.” These children may be missing out on a warm cooked meal. In the policy every child can receive free school meals but the parent must consent to it. 
Estyn wrote a report in 2011 explaining some of the changes they had asked for schools to make regarding gypsy travellers. These changes were asked to be made in 2005 and the 2011 report explains what’s been done. “Only one of the five recommendations made in the 2005 Estyn report on ‘The Education of Gypsy Traveller Learners’ has been addressed.” In the writer’s opinion this demonstrates that there aren’t the correct policies put in place at schools for these children to get accepted. The policy should explain the child’s needs and how the school is going to insure school attendance for students. Insuring that their culture is included in the policy and how a child may emotionally change due to this.  For a child to successfully learn the school would need to have good relationship with the parent. The child will always go to the parent with their worries and its key for schools to work alongside the parents to ensure they get the best out of school that possible, this will also help the school in keeping their attendance as they will be able to support the parent which will ensure that students attendance will stay.  Estyn promote school to have a policy “However, it is recommended that anti-bullying, anti-racism and equal opportunities policies and strategies take account of the particular needs of these pupils and make specific reference to how these will be met.” Estyn clearly show that for inclusive reason the policy regarding travellers with come under the anti-bullying policy. Not every school will need to have a different policy, it could be a generic policy for all schools regarding travellers in the community. Each school has a different process on a child being excluded, Estyn explains “Only a few schools make additional arrangements to avoid the exclusion of Gypsy Traveller pupils.”  Multi-agency support, some school have a multi-agency support to help the child who have been excluded or in the process of being excluded. 
A child’s learning and development can vary from back ground and subject. In wales for key stage 3 in 2006-2008 we had 110,634 students and 121 of those students are from a traveller background.  In mathematics the percentage from a traveller background was 57.4% in comparison to the rest of wales being 71.5%.  in the writer’s eyes, she sees this as an indicator to show that how low data is for traveller students in high school. 
Social skills with other is a part of life. But many find it difficult, travellers are among many groups who struggle to socialise with other groups in society. In Estyn’s report they have written some good practise from a school, “In Swansea, pupils have had their awareness of trailer safety improved through links with the local fire service. They are also taken swimming by their teacher and are taught to cook and take part in sponsored events such as Sport Relief. Such projects have a beneficial impact on pupils’ wider skills.” The writer understands what good practise this is and how it should be written into a part of the policy to demonstrate to other school that this is good inclusion and you are teaching the children life skill that they will be able to use in the school and out of the school. 
Homework is part of the school process and getting traveller groups to stay afterschool is very difficult.  Many schools have come up with different ideas but Cardiff have a unique one that helps both the teacher and the students “In Cardiff, the traveller education service runs a homework club on a designated Gypsy Traveller site and this is well attended and impacts positively on pupils’ attainment in school.”
The writer has put her view on this by explaining about the different opportunities that’s children from a traveller background would get. These children are no different to others yet the school’s policy says something different. By the research the writer has put in. it seems that each school is different when it comes to the ways in which they deal with traveller children. 
It’s made aware that children that are in traveller families find it harder to settle in when coming to a new school. In the policy there is no notification of this and this will become a barrier for any child whether they are coming from a traveller background or not.  The school and the teachers should have measures in place from the policy to ensure all children have a way of settling in to their new school environment. This could be by pairing them up with another child in their class or doing get to know activities in which the child to become more relaxed and start to make friends.  Traveller children have it harder than most as they don’t have the same lifestyle as other children in their school. This will mean that there may be a likelihood that they would get socially excluded. Children tend to play with the children that are in their area which means that traveller children generally play with other traveller children in their neighbourhood.
It’s not only children that will get excluded but families. If a parent doesn’t like the fact that there is a traveller child in their class they may be more likely not to allow them into their child’s birthday party and may not allow the parents. Traveller families may be more inclined not to attend school events such as Christmas shows parent’s evenings. This may be because of other parents, but most traveller parents feel very strongly about their roots and the way in which they are brought up. 
Social exclusion is not something the school can always deal with as it’s out of their premise. The school often encourage children to play outside of school and explain that it’s good for their social behaviour especially in younger children as this is how they develop. This is how they learn to communicate and share ideas and to introduce and make other friends. The policy doesn’t particularly translate to the social exclusion in and out of school. 
Health and education go along side each other in terms of a way a child develops. Not only is education and social exclusion an issue but the child’s health and wellbeing plays a big part in the way they behave and the education that they will get. All children in all areas can suffer with any illness, Mentally and physically. For children from a traveller background this can be very difficult as the health care system can be different for them.  If a child is dealing with an illness or disability it can be very hard for them to familiarise new places. A child may just get settled in a new place and then must move this can cause much distress and can also been exclusion as the child will have to start in a new educational establishment and if they deal with a disability they may struggle to socially interact with other which could cause social exclusion in their neighbourhood. The writer didn’t notice any information in the policy regarding illness and disability for a traveller child.  
Many travellers see education as an important thing to have for a young person. Which is why it doesn’t add up the fact that attendance rates in schools are so low. In high school the attendance rates are lower than in primary, this could be because many traveller families run businesses and when the child hits high school they are needed more in the family business. Not all traveller children in the same community go to the same school. This could have affected the children that have issues with social exclusion as their friends from the community could be hanging around with their friends from school. 
Ethnicity come into part of a traveller life. As there are many different traveller groups and all have a different way of living and the understanding of what a traveller is. Most traveller group are from a white ethnicity; these travellers are the Irish travellers. This can exclude children in different ways, socially this can be very difficult and children may struggle to make friends. Educationally there are policies put in place to ensure that exclusion doesn’t happen because of their ethnicity. 
Many establishments are concentrating on the children between the ages of 0 and 18. Ensuring that they get an education and trying to raise their attendance in schools even if they move schools several times within the academic year. it is key for figures that they get these children and young people to come out with GCSE’s and even A-levels if possible. But the ways in which to get the traveller children to stay in school is difficult and is yet to find a positive way of reinforcement within schools and communities. The schools are now aiming at parents to encourage children to attend school. This starts with children starting in nursery or reception years and once on-board parents are more likely to help the school. All though not all parents attend school events such as school fairs and parent evening. Some schools have found ways around this by insuring they meet with traveller parents at a separate time when the parent feels more comfortable to attend school. Some schools my even visit the home and discuss the children there in a setting the parent is comfortable in. the writer feels this is good and bad as it helps the parent but might be unconformable for the teacher to visit the traveller community and home. But this is a positive as it shows that the school are willing to try with travellers to encourage children to attend school and to develop in academic subjects. Not only could the teacher attend on their own but the teaching assistant could come with them as a support. Some children may be able to have extra support if struggling by the teaching assistant to ensure that they are doing well and understanding what is needed and if not, how can the teaching assistant help them. 
The policy is one thing but how does each school deliver to the policy and ensure that they don’t exclude children. If children are excluded, has the school ensured that they have done everything in their power to ensure the child isn’t excluded.  Regarding the policy schools need to ensure that if travellers move from one school to the next how do they ensure that the same support is going to be given to the child in their new school. Ensuring that the work that they were doing in their previous school is still followed through in their next school and delivered to the standard of the previous school. If the child has difficulties that each school work together to ensure that the child get the same consistency through each move. Each school will have a different way of supporting the child but if they have the child in mind all should move smoothly. 
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