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We count bones in archaeology as it helps us to understand the population makeup and how physical characteristics can change and develop from these past populations. Helps us to understand how within society what animals’ people would be slaughtering for food as bones can have butchery marks which meant that the animal died to be eaten. Furthermore, if it was human remains found this means lots of information can be found from this one body. It can tell you about diet and population movement. Being able to count bones also helps us understand what an area could have been known for. If an area has masses of sheep, it could be suggested that their trade could have been wool, if they have cows’ farmers would be getting milk and leather, and paper from cows. This helps us understand why they would have a lot of one animal. 
Counting bones can be done in many ways, one of the ways that is used to count bones is by using NISP. NISP stands for the number of identified specimens. Specimens includes every bone that’s fully intact and can identify and bone fragments that is able to be identified to a species that you have will have to counted. If you have a Ovis tibia and a bone fragment that is identified also as an Ovis tibia you have 2 Ovis bones, which means NISP is 2. O’Connor in the “Archaeology of Animal Bones” talk about how NISP methods and how this way of counting are “valid” if they are describing the sample on the bench, “NISP methods are only valid if they are limited to describing the sample on the bench, rather than the death assemblage from which it was derived, or the original living community”. This argument about NISP method is very fair as you are only looking at what is in front you and you can make assumptions when they could be from two animals of the same species. 
MNI is then used to count the minimum number of individuals, because we have 2 Ovis tibia bones this means the minimum number of animals, we have is 1, unless it is obvious such as two left Ovis tibias or we have an Ovis tibia, and a Sus tibia would then mean the MNI is 2 because we have two separate animals. Furthermore, if one bone is then identified as juvenile, which can be told from the bones themselves because we see bones that have not fused yet which means they are younger, this then also means that the MNI is 2. If the bones are found in the same context, we assume they belong to the same animals unless it is obvious, they are different. This means this can help us know that there’s animal bones that either have not been found or been moved from its original position, which can tell us about hunter gatherer societies. 
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