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ATLAS Model
ATLAS is an evidence-based practice model with the aim of introducing the best available evidence presented to better inform decisions made by individuals when it comes to scenarios that require critical thinking. It is also in the process of increasing the understanding and importance of evidence-based decisions within the public sector. 
This model is made up of four sections such as asking, testing, learning, and adapting and sharing any findings that could improve the way that individuals critically think to achieve the best results. The first section of ATLAS is asking, this suggests that individuals should ask challenging questions such as how to do things better and to reflect on the current process being made and to also make individuals question why they are doing things the way that they are and how to improve evidence-based decisions. This is also the stage where individuals should build a hypothesis based on the current evidence that is available to them (College Police UK.)
The second section of this model is testing, this is the stage where an individual will test their hypothesis that is currently in the making and will further build on this by testing and evaluating innovative ideas, approaches, and hypotheses to produce new evidence through new research and analysis that will help when making a critical decision based on evidence, this stage also allows individuals to critically review and appraise existing research or synthesis (College Police UK.) 
The third section of this model is learning, this allows individuals to consider whether any new or existing approaches have the desired effect that they have intended, this is also the stage which allows others to consider how the practices and policies will realistically and understanding the success and failure that have been introduced and polished to achieve maximum achievement when it comes to decision making (College Police UK.)
The fourth and final stage of this evidence-based method is adapting, this allows individuals to adapt to any current practices and policies based on the best available evidence and to also monitor implementation of any innovative approaches that may have been made by critically analysing the previous stages to allow asking any new questions that may have been discovered through the investigation (College Police UK.)
In conclusion, the ATLAS model allows individuals to ask challenging questions regarding evidence-based decisions, while also allowing the use of critical analysis of current or latest ideas that may help with reaching a challenging verdict. It also allows the adapting of practices and policies of the use of the best evidence that is available but most importantly, it allows for sharing the outcomes made with the service.  
ATLAS in the Colin Stagg Case
To further analyse the ATLAS model, we must apply this to the real-life case of Colin Stagg who was wrongfully accused of the murder of formal - model Rachel Nickell in 1992 in front of her son while out for a walk in Wimbledon common with her dog and son. Rachel was stabbed a total of 49 times and was also sexually assaulted (Christodoulou, 2018.) The police were adamant that Colin was indeed the murderer of Rachel which, unfortunately resulted in the murder of single parent Samantha Bisset and her four-year-old daughter Jazmine not to long after (Mullin, 2018.) 
Ask 
As previously mentioned, the first section of ATLAS is to ask challenging questions, reflect on current practices and to also build a hypothesis based on the questions and practices. Due to the immense media coverage of this crime, police were under a lot of pressure to quickly close the case by passing fair judgement on Nickell’s killer, they could not do this however, as the absence of potentially good evidence was apparent and so therefore, they had little to work with to bring that justice. They did however arrest 14 men in august of 1992 after interviewing a dozen of people that they believe could be in connection with this crime, although authorities had later released all 14 suspects as they did not have sufficient evidence (Weaver, 2008.)
In the same year, they had started to build a hypothesis, authorities had started to speculate that the killer responsible for the death of Rachel Nickell was into pornography which later prompted MPs to tougher obscenity laws. Although, police did not have forensic evidence they became certain that Stagg was guilty of this murder, because of this, authority had then reached out to forensic psychologist Paul Britton to create a profile of the killer, while also working together to create a ‘honey-trap’ for Colin Stagg (Weaver, 2008.) 
Test
The second part of ATLAS, which as previously mentioned is mostly used to test and evaluate innovative ideas, is also shown in the case of Rachel Nickell and Colin Stagg. With no outstanding evidence to determine who is responsible for the brutal murder of Nickell, they had confined in criminal profiler Paul Britton to create a profile of the killer in hopes of bringing Nickell’s killer to justice. Britton had later created a profile and described the individual as a ‘sexually repressed loner’ who also ‘lives on his own’ close to the scene of the crime, he will also ‘be in his twenties or thirties’ with an ‘interest into the occult and in knives’ (Adams, 2018) this description did in fact fit Colin Stagg.
After discovering this, the investigators decided to create a ‘honey-trap’ alongside Britton in hopes to get Stagg to confess to the murder. This became known as ‘Operation Ezdell.’ This operation included an undercover female officer who decided to go with the aliases ‘Lizzie James.’ Lizzie’s role in this operation was to gather information from Stagg but most importantly to get a confession out of him so that they could arrest him with the murder of Nickell’s, to do this Lizzie had to appear to develop a romantic interest in Stagg by meeting up regularly, exchanging letters that include sexual fantasies and by also having phone conversations (Crime+Investigation.) 
This led to Stagg eventually trusting Lizzie and revealed violent fantasies of his but never entertained the idea of murder (Crime+Investigation.) Although, no new evidence was found through this operation nor did investigators review and appraise existing research as they focused on forcing a confession from Stagg. 
Learn
The third section of ATLAS is to question whether new existing approaches have the desired effects that are needed, how practices and policies work in the real world, but most importantly it is to ensure the understanding of success and failure. Regarding new existing approaches, in this case the only approach taken was the honey-trap that was set up to achieve a confession from Colin. Although, this approach did not work in the way that authorities had hoped for, because Colin Stagg remained adamant that he was in fact innocent and did not commit this crime (Cohen, 1994.) 
Although in August of 1993, the operation was a success because Colin Stagg was charged with the murder of Rachel Nickell in the Wimbledon magistrate's court after more than 500 suspects were eventually interviewed by the police and out of the 500 suspects, 32 were arrested and released (Weaver, 2008.) However, investigators where heavily criticized during the trail of Colin in September of 1994 in relation to their honey trap by Mr Justice Ognall and had ruled that they had in fact shown “excessive zeal” (O’Sullivan, 2018), Mr Justice Ognall had also condemned the trap as a “deceptive conduct of the grossest kind” (Weaver, 2008) and refused to use the evidence that was gathered through this operation in court and therefore cleared Stagg of the murder of Rachel Nickell.
Due to this, police could no longer pin the blame on Stagg, and so as a result had understood the failure of their honey-trap and so, this resulted in Scotland Yard then taken over Rachel’s case where they had followed the evidence that they had to enable that the real offender, who was later identified as Robert Napper, who was originally part of the 500 suspects that police had initially interviewed in relation to the case, was arrested and trailed for the young mothers murder and brought to justice. 
Adapt
The final part of ATLAS is to have the ability to adapt current and new policies that are based on the best available evidence while also monitoring new implementation of novel approaches and to start asking new questions based on new or current policies. This is also shown in the case of Rachel Nickell and Samantha Bisset and her four-year-old daughter and how police had adapted to the current situation to create new leads that had later resulted in the arrest of the then 42-year-old Napper, 16 years after his attack on Nickell in 2008. Authorities were faced with new outstanding evidence by linking fingerprints that were linked to the murders of Samantha and her daughter in 1995 which resulted in the arrest of Napper (Myall, 2018.) 
One of the rapes that Robert was suspected of committing had a chilling resemblance to the attack that was carried out on Rachel, but it was not until nine years later, and with the help of advanced DNA technology that had linked Robert to Rachel’s murder and a new investigation was launched had ended in his conviction (Myall, 2018) This new lead can be linked to ATLAS as this resulted in implementing a newer approach based on hard evidence. 
Police had found evidence of red paint flakes that had matched a toolbox that Napper had in possession at his home and had only confessed to admitting the murder of Rachel when he was faced with the scientific evidence that had linked him to the crime (Myall, 2018.)
Conclusion
To conclude, the use of the ATLAS model is a sufficient and easy method to help aid the use of critical thinking when it comes to forming a decision based on the best available evidence as it provides the individual to form a sound and realistic conclusion based on varies methods, hypotheses and analysis while also considering any obstacles such as policies and laws within society that may present themselves to ensure a realistic approach. 
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