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[bookmark: _Int_8EriJgMX]Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence based policing.
[bookmark: _Int_tTnD9Q6R][bookmark: _Int_7ZtFdBPe][bookmark: _Int_R8ShSJ0F][bookmark: _Int_aBIKBdA9][bookmark: _Int_tQPw2YsE]In order to inform and question policing policies, practices, and judgements, the best available evidence must be employed. Anyone who works in law enforcement are able to use an evidence based policing strategy. It can be supported by collaboration with academics and other partners. The best accessible evidence will employ relevant research techniques and sources for the query in question. If other evidence has been collected and documented carefully and transparently in situations when there is little to no official study, it may be considered to be the best available. (College of policing, 2023). Within this essay I will define and discuss the core ideas of evidence-based policing, exploring the criminological theories which underpin its use. I will explain body worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence-based policing and discussing the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras whilst evaluating the use of their evidence in regard to street crime and anti-social behaviour.
The concept of evidence-based policing simply says that police practices should be based upon scientific evidence about what works best (Sherman, 1998). Using thorough scientific research to direct the creation and execution of police practises, policies, and initiatives is one of the fundamental principles of evidence-based policing. Using objective facts and analysis to guide decisions about how to best prevent crime, maintain order, and enhance public safety is emphasised in this strategy. Evidence-based policing promotes the use of research techniques to assess the influence of policing operations on crime and disorder while also bridging the gap between research and practises that have been shown to be beneficial through empirical research. (Coffey, 2020). 
Evidence-based policing is informed by a range of criminological theories that help explain the cause of crime and identify effective strategies for preventing and reducing it. Some of the key theories that underpin evidence-based policing are: 1. Rational choice theory. This theory suggests that people analyse the probable risks and rewards of their choices and base their judgements on a cost-benefit analysis. By raising the perceived costs of illegal activities, rational choice theory can be utilised to better understand criminal behaviour and create deterrent methods. (Cornish, 2017) 2. Community Policing theory. To prevent and reduce crime, this approach emphasises the value of partnerships and cooperation between law enforcement and members of the community. Building trust and collaboration between law enforcement and the community people is a goal of community policing techniques, which also seek to encourage a shared obligation to uphold public safety. (Goldstein, 1977) 3. Social learning theory. According to this notion, people pick up new skills through watching others and imitating their actions. The social learning theory can be utilised to comprehend how criminal behaviour develops and how it might be stopped by providing supportive social environments and positive role models.(McLeoed, 2023) In general, evidence-based policing utilises a variety of criminological theories to create strategies and tactics that are supported by empirical data and customised to the unique requirements and situations of the communities they serve.
[bookmark: _Int_0up9x7b4][bookmark: _Int_JeCmtJvw][bookmark: _Int_7R6Y1baf][bookmark: _Int_eEx80wVg][bookmark: _Int_Mp5ghUdQ][bookmark: _Int_FfRKRJLD]Police officers can record their contacts with members of the public by wearing small, portable cameras on their bodies. Body worn cameras are typically made to record audio and video of police-citizen interactions and can be fixed to an officer's uniform or equipment, such as a helmet or chest harness. The idea behind the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing is that they can increase transparency and credibility in interactions between law enforcement and the general public, as well as foster a stronger sense of trust between the two. Additionally, body worn cameras can be a useful piece of evidence as the camera acts as an independent witness. (Met police) There are many strengths to wearing body worn cameras such as: Out of the 30 studies, 22 report actions taken in response to complaints about the police. When compared to the control groups without body worn cameras, there was a significant reduction of 16.6% in those wearing them (college of policing, 2021). Another strength despite the fact that mounted police cameras can not record every detail an officer observes, the footage from these cameras can greatly improve our understanding of an incident. Juries may find it challenging to comprehend or interpret police reports, particularly in complex situations. Many of those uncertainties are eliminated by video evidence. People behave better when they are aware that they are being watched, which is another advantage. Additionally, people who are aware that they are being filmed are less likely to behave aggressively because the video eliminates any chance for them to defend their actions. A positive for the officer wearing the body warn cameras is that they are relatively unobtrusive, the cameras are small and lightweight and can be mounted in a variety of locations on an officer's body (Erstad, 2016). While body cameras have advantages, they also have drawbacks, such as privacy issues. Body-worn cameras can record private or sensitive information about people, including their names, whereabouts, and conversations. These are worries about how this data is kept, accessed, and used as well as the possibility that it will be abused or leaked. (Bureau of justice assistance, 2015). Concerns have also been raised related to the potential impact of body cameras on police-community interactions. The perception that certain people's privacy is being infringed or that they are unfairly being watched could weaken community support for the police. This can make it more challenging for police personnel to carry out their duties successfully and preserve public order. While body worn cameras can encourage police officers to act more professionally and use less force, there are concerns that they may also have unintended consequences. The impact on police behaviour is also questioned. For instance, some officers can become overly guarded or reluctant to act out of concern that their deeds will be scrutinised, which might impair their capacity to do their duties successfully (white, 2014).  The use of body cameras by police personnel is subject to a number of ethical restrictions. Some of these restrictions are as follows: Consent, body worn cameras may be filming people who have not given their explicit agreement to be filmed, which raises legal and ethical issues concerning the use of such recordings. Transparency and accountability. Despite the fact that using body worn cameras can improve accountability and openness in police encounters, there are worries that they may not always be used properly or consistently, and that the public may not always have access to the material. Data security. Body worn cameras frequently capture sensitive material that may contain personally identifying information, which raises questions about how such data should be stored, accessed, and secured. Through cautious policies and procedures around the use and storage of body camera footage, it is crucial to address these ethical constraints. (Lum, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_pAYaGaeR][bookmark: _Int_z3iIhdWV][bookmark: _Int_uYGzeOfL][bookmark: _Int_Q3633McA][bookmark: _Int_qrmgqaPD]In recent years, the practise of police personnel wearing body cameras has grown in popularity as a means of fostering police accountability, openness, and community trust. The use of body worn cameras in combating antisocial behaviour and street crime is one such use. While some studies have found that wearing a camera on your body can help to reduce these problems, other studies have found conflicting results or no real difference. These conclusions will assess the data supporting the use of body-worn cameras to combat street crime and anti-social behaviour. The randomised controlled trial carried out by Ariel, Farrar, and Sutherland in Rialto, California, has showed promising findings regarding the use of body worn cameras in reducing antisocial behaviour and street crime. According to the report, occurrences involving the use of force, complaints against police, and crime and disturbance. The findings are more trustworthy and valid because the study was rigorously conducted and had a randomised controlled design. The study also discovered that the advantages of body worn cameras went beyond just lowering crime and disruption, but also enhanced police-community ties. (Ariel, 2014). However, not all studies have discovered the same outcomes. In a meta-analysis of studies on body worn cameras, Lum et al. discovered that there was no appreciable difference between the use of force events, citizen complaints, and crime in Las Vegas. The authors speculate that the conflicting outcomes may be related to the various implementation strategies of body worn cameras and their limited influence on both law enforcement and civilian behaviour. (Lum, 2019) Another study by Welsh and Farrington performed a meta-analysis of studies on the impacts of public surveillance on crime and disorder, including body worn cameras, and discovered that while the overall impact of public surveillance was modest, it made a significant dent in lowering anti-social behaviour and street crime. The study emphasises the need for more investigation into the effects of body worn cameras on particular populations and types of crimes. (Welsh, 2019). It is necessary to take into account the limitations of the studies when assessing the use of evidence from body worn cameras in relation to anti-social behaviour and street crime. Many of the studies were carried out in particular settings, so they might not be applicable to other places or populations. Additionally, the way body worn cameras are used can differ significantly between jurisdictions, which can affect how well they work to stop antisocial behaviour and street crime. In order to determine the optimal methods for integrating body worn cameras in police departments, additional research is required to look at how they affect various groups and forms of crime. In conclusion, there is conflicting evidence about the effectiveness of body worn cameras in reducing anti-social behaviour and street crime, with some studies indicating positive outcomes and others indicating no appreciable change. The studies' shortcomings, such as their inconsistent implementation and the context's uniqueness, point to the necessity for more study on the efficiency of body worn cameras in reducing antisocial conduct and street crime.
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