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Main question
An undergraduate research proposal on the state of land access and rights of way in Dartmoor national park and how this may be improved?
Introduction
For this dissertation I will be looking into what issues exist with the current land access rights within England as well as the key laws that apply to the land in Dartmoor national park and what could change to benefit outdoor adventurous activities.
More specifically this will be what are the current laws and legislations surrounding access within the countryside in England and the whole UK if the same rules apply. This will include the usage of roads and paths detailing what forms of transport can be used on each and how this affects people access to and within the countryside and national parks. Additionally there will be focus on how this affects outdoor activities in these areas and how outdoor activities affect the local community as well as the environment. The other key section of laws and legislation I will look at is the designation of different areas of land for example private and public land as well as land contained within national parks. Using this I can conclude what activities are able to take place and where as well as the impact this might have on areas of Dartmoor and its local communities and environment. 
Key to this research will be looking at the land access and rights of way laws of other countries and comparing them to England. From this I can evaluate what is best balance for all shareholders within England and specifically Dartmoor when it comes to accessing the land and having the freedom to do what they want while protecting the environment of Dartmoor national park. Finally I can draw conclusions as to what laws could or should change and why I think this would be appropriate.
Literature review
The main bulk of the information I will collect for my dissertation will be from literature and secondary research. Dartmoor is special because it allows open access to the commons where you can walk freely rather than sticking to footpaths (Dartmoor National Park Authority, 2017). The commons are not the national park in itself but rather 35,200 hectares of common land which was made a legal right under the Dartmoor Commons Act (1985) and covers much of the existing open moorland (Dartmoor National Park Authority, 2017). The Countryside Rights of Way (CRoW) act, which was passed in November 2000, sounds like it would cover all countryside land however it only refers to land defined as ‘Open Country’ meaning mountains, moors, heaths, downlands and registered commons all of which are now called ‘access lands’ (Legendary Dartmoor, 2020). Members of the public can freely enter any land classified as common land or open country for the purposes of recreation (Anderson, 2007, p. 245). Areas of Dartmoor which are classes as commons don’t have the CRoW rules applied to them and still come under the old 1985 Dartmoor Commons Act (Legendary Dartmoor, 2020). Furthermore there are three classifications of access land with the additions being Woodland and Military ranges fairly unique to Dartmoor (Legendary Dartmoor, 2020). Because of this visitors and locals often are unsure as to their rights when it comes to roaming which can lead to disputes.
Research strategy and methodology
Despite a lot of the research coming from pre-existing literature it is inevitable that I will need to conduct primary data collection. This will either be helpful in reinforcing existing data, or to fill holes in research that doesn’t exist so that I can make conclusions. However without fully conducting research on all aspect of the topic and surrounding elements it is impossible to decide on a specific research methodology for my dissertation. When deciding the research approach there are pros and cons to both a qualitative approach as well as a quantitative approach. Qualitative data may reveal grater details as to people’s views of land access and the laws surrounding it as well as the reasons for their views. Quantitative data will rely more on a larger population to allow me to find trends and relations within the data therefore uncovering details such as for example what activities people actually conduct on the land. Results from primary data collection will be presented using appropriate charts, graphs, and tables that give the best non bias or misleading visualization of the data.
Research Planning and Ethics
As with either data collection method there will be no reason to collect personal data such as names or age which could reveal the identity of an individual. Furthermore all participants will be adults and will be clearly informed that participation is voluntary. Ideally by using digital surveys when possible I can cut any costs that would be concerned with travelling to locations. Further benefits of digital surveys is that I can reach a larger audience and it allows people to choose when to answer during the day which may result in more people choosing to answer as it won’t impede on their other plans.
One of the main issue I see especially when using digital surveys for data collection is how I will make sure that the people I am surveying have any connection with Dartmoor. Ideally I will survey residents to the area or people who enter the park for work and leisure. This may require me to ask some questions about what their relationship with the area is as a way to qualify if their answers will be of use.
Planned timetable
A timetable is important as it keep you responsible to your own plans and allows you to clearly see what tasks need doing and your progress with the project assuming that you have kept up with the plan.
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