HOW DO I WRITE A THESIS? 
Starting to write a thesis can be fairly daunting. Many people feel they will never write the number of words required. In fact there is no minimum and the majority of students have to cut their writing to remain within the maximum.
 At first it looks forbidding, but remember that you have to demonstrate and display your knowledge and skills - and you should take things one step at a time, and write something from the very beginning. 
(Much of what you write at the beginning you will have to change or throw away but it is still useful. The fact that you realise later that you have to throw it away is a sign of the maturation of your thinking).
You will need to write and re-write to develop the thesis in the following general pattern: 
 the question: what it is, why it is significant? (for you, for your education system, for Educational Linguistics as a whole - some or all of these). 		
 an analysis of the literature (not a review) which ascertains and presents how other people have addressed the question or a similar questions and what their findings are; the purpose being to refine your questions(s) and help you decide how to investigate it.
 a research design, i.e. a combination of methods/techniques for collecting data - a combination inspired by the approaches others have taken, by the research books on methods - but this is the creative part, i.e. where you decide on the best combination for your question, your context and your population.
  an explanation of how the data were collected - what went right what went wrong.
  a presentation and analysis of the data you have collected driven by the original questions i.e. the data are analysed to answer your question(s) - whether directly or through 'grounded theory' 
 the analysis should also relate your findings to those of others analysed in the literature earlier
  the conclusions, recommendations, ideas for further research which arise from your findings (this might include some personal reflections on what you have learnt as a researcher and as a person from doing the research)
 This is an approach which is towards the data-based end of the spectrum and there are of course variations on this general pattern. Conceptual/philosophical theses or historical analyses for example will take a different approach. 
So, do not use it as a recipe!!! 






WRITING A THESIS PROPOSAL
 One of the differences between an ProfD and PhD candidate is that the latter is usually required to submit a formal research proposal at the time of application while the former is not. The Professional Doctorate candidate is gradually introduced through the taught part of the course, the six modules, to the thesis stage which involves independent research. The main bridge between the taught part and the thesis stage is this Level-8 Thesis Proposal module and is supposed to be taken by the candidate after she/he has finished 6 Level-7 modules.
 For a PhD candidate who has already done a formal research proposal, it is also relevant if you wish to modify your research proposal, or you will have to write a research paper for the Research Committee which verifies students’ progress after a few months. In principle, a thesis proposal should include the first three core elements:
  An explanation of the question and the context (could be relatively brief) 
 A preliminary literature analysis which may take a third of the text. 
 Research design which will probably take a maximum of another third of the text. 

A real-world research proposal could be as short as a few hundred words or as long as tens of thousands of words in length depending on the scale and complexity of the research project. An ProfD or PhD research proposal is a special genre to demonstrate to the examiners that you are able to identify a research topic of significance and know how to do the research independently. To do this, you usually need to write about 5000 words (maximum 6000 excluding references and appendices). 
Tutors/staff involved in the evaluation will consider whether the proposal is well written, demonstrates knowledge of the appropriate literature, i.e. literature related to the topic and literature related to research methodology. They will also consider the scope and viability of the proposal. Often people are too ambitious in scope and want to do what it would take a research team to do. Often they have not managed to focus and formulate a question clearly.
 In order to assess whether a proposed topic is likely to lead to a successful outcome, you should provide a feasible Thesis Proposal (PG1) demonstrating that you have thought carefully about the topic and are aware of the relevant literature and the actual workload of the project (ideally you should do some preliminary investigation to test its feasibility and suitability). The taught part of the module will help you with these. 
The format for a proposal can be as varied as the range of types of thesis, which can be conceptual investigations, small-scale case-studies, larger-scale but manageable surveys, historical analyses, biographical studies, policy or curriculum analysis studies and so on. Many theses are, however, empirical studies and the attached pro-forma on the following page reflects this.




PG1 - FULL RESEARCH PROPOSAL

	This form is to be completed by both the student and supervisory team within THREE months for full-time students and SIX months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or Part Two. Return the completed form to the Academic Office pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk. 



Student Details 
	Student Family / Surname:

	

	Student Given / First name:

	

	Student Number

	

	UWTSD Institute
	

	UWTSD Partner Institute (if appropriate)
	

	Start Date
	
	
	

	Mode of Study

	Part time   ☐
	Full time   ☐


	PhD
by Research
	PhD 
Practice Based
	PhD by 
Published Works
	Professional Doctorate
(including DBA, DProf, Ed D)
	MPhil by Research

	MPhil
Practice Based 


	☐

	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	MA by Research
	MSc by Research
	MRes
	
	
	

	☐

	☐

	☐

	
	
	




Proposed Research

	Current Proposed Title (20 / 30 words):

	

	 
Background & Context (approx. 500 words)


	In this section you will need to:
· Place the research topic in its historical, cultural and social context.
· Explain why the research is significant and important.
· Place the research in the current academic context.


	
Aims and Objectives (approx.. 250 – 500 words)

	In this section you will need to:
· Explain what you want to achieve through the research.
· Outline the aims of the research.









	
Proposed plan of work including timetable 

	Proposed plan of work

In this section you will need to complete a proposed plan of your work explaining the timeline for key elements of the thesis. This can be set out as a table like below or as a gantt chart (for example)

This plan should indicate that the research will be completed by the end of the fee paying period (the minimum period of candidature.

	Planned Development (e.g. submission of form, completion of chapter, submission of thesis)
	Target Date

	Literature review
	

	Methodology
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





	Proposed methodology (approx. 500 words):

	In this section you will need to explain how you will achieve your aims and objectives:

· Explain your disciplinary orientation/ approach
· Describe the methods you will use to carry out your research: (eg library-based research, on-line research, fieldwork (interviews/ participant-observation), analysis of visual data, combinations of these)


	Introductory bibliography:

	In this section you should list a minimum of 30 titles that are relevant to your research. 
You should include all works cited in this form. 
The list should be alphabetical using the referencing system appropriate to your discipline.



	Facilities and resources available for the investigation: please indicate if you expect to need any special resources

	In this section you should indicate:

· What facilities you will need access to including libraries, archives, institutions, specialist IT facilities
· Whether you have permission to access the facilities and resources
· Whether you need to travel to access the facilities and resources – where do you need to go, for how long, and how will this be financed
· Whether you will be carrying out fieldwork or interviews and whether you have followed the correct protocols, secured permission and ethical clearance.







Intellectual Property IP
It is anticipated that Intellectual Property (IP) will be produced as a result of this research.
	Tick √

	
	YES
	NO

	Is the IP already subject to a separate agreement with a third party (e.g. employer, sponsor or external funder)? If so please provide details below
	☐	☐
	Is the research dependent upon background IP owned by: 
If so, please provide details below
	UWTSD
☐
	A third party
☐

	Text box will expand




	Tick √

	I understand that:
	YES
	NO

	If any party other than the student is likely to be involved in the development of IP a separate IP agreement will be needed and it may be necessary for the student to assign the IP rights to the University.

	☐	☐
	If there are no third parties involved in the creation of the IP the student is deemed to own the IP, however should the student wish to commercially exploit their IP and require the assistance of the University to do so, they will be required to assign their IP to the University.  http://uwtsd.ac.uk/ip 
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/for-business/Intellectual-Property-Policy-Students-Final.pdf 
	☐
	☐



	
Student Signature

	
Signature or Print Name:

	
	Date:











Supervisory Team


	Has the student proposed a viable research project that is appropriate for this programme that should be supported by the Institute? 

	
              Supported:  ☐                                                     Not Supported:  ☐





Authorisation

	
Lead Supervisor/Director of Studies
	Signature or Print Name:



	Date:

	
Institute Representative
	Signature or Print Name:



	Date:

















READINGS FOR WRITING A THESIS.

 There are a number of books which have been written to help students and others develop as researchers. They are useful as a means of stimulating reflection and making students aware that the problems they meet are not unique - that others have the same problems - but they are not to be treated as recipe books. Every research project is unique.
 Core text recommended for purchase:
 Thomas, G. (2009) How to Do Your Research Project. London: SAGE.
 Core journal for the module: Educational Researcher 
Readings Recommended:
 1. Bell, J. (1999) Doing Your Research Project (3rd Edition). Buckingham: Open University Press.
 2. Boote, D.N. and Belle, P. (2005) Scholars before researchers: On the centrality of the dissertation literature review in research preparation. Educational Researcher, Vol. 34, No. 6, 3-15.
 3. Feuer, M.J., Towne, L. and Shavelson, R.J. (2002) Scientific Culture and Educational Research. Educational Researcher, Vol. 31, No. 8, pp. 4-14. 
4. Hammersley, M. (1993) On the teacher as researcher. In M. Hammersley (ed.) Educational Research: Current Issues [Volume One] (211-231). London: Paul Chapman Publishing Ltd. 
5. Hostetler, K. (2005) What Is "Good" Education Research? Educational Researcher, Vol. 34, No. 6, pp. 16-21
6. Humes, W. and Bryce, T. (2001) Scholarship, research and the evidential basis of policy development in education. British Journal of Educational Studies, Vol. 49, No. 3, 329-352. 
7. Locke, L.F., Spirduso, W.W., and Silverman, S.J. (2007) Proposals that work: a guide for planning dissertations and grant proposals (5th Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.
 8. Porte, K.P. (2002). Appraising Research in Second Language Learning. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
9. Punch, K.F. (2000) Developing effective research proposals. London; Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.
10. Robson, C., (2002) Real World Research: A Resource for Social Scientists and Practitioner Researchers, London, Wiley.
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