Semester Two Timeline 

356 BC: Birth of Alexander happened on July 20th 356 BC. (Heckel and Tritle 2009 p.ix).  He was the son of Philip II of Macedonia (Alexander the Great (Alexander of Macedon) Biography. 2013). Alexander’s childhood was spent watching his father transform Macedonia into a great military power and followed in his footsteps after his death (Alexander the Great (Alexander of Macedon) Biography. 2013).

338 BC: Battle of Chaironea was a battle in in Boeotia in central Greece during which Philip II defeat an allied Greek force led by Athens and Thebes (Manning 2015). This battle essentially meant Greek independence (Lendering 2017b). There are two different accounts of this battle, one by Polyaenus and the other by Diodorus of Sicily (Lendering 2017b). Polyaenus states that the Macedonians retreated until they were on high ground and attacked the Athenians again. Diodorus writes that Alexander led the troops himself and that the broke through the enemy line the first time (Lendering 2017b). 

338 BC: Marriage of Philip to Cleopatra made Philip’s fourth wife Olympia a very unhappy and jealous woman (Perrin 1919). Those close to Philip and Cleopatra felt that the marriage was not one of love but mutually beneficial for producing a completely Macedonian heir for Philip (Badian 1963 p.244). 

336 BC: Death of Philip happened in October 336 BC in Aegea where he was assassinated by his bodyguard Pausanias (Heckel and Tritle 2009 p.x). After the death of Philip three of his sons were living, and it was Alexander that succeeded the throne after his father (Badian 1963 p.248). Once Alexander was king the two remaining brothers were accused of conspiring in the assassination of Philip and one  of them was murdered (Badian 1963 p.248). 

335 BC: Sack of Thebes happened in early October (Heckel and Tritle 2009 p.x). this revolt was due to false news of the death of Alexander by a left over garrison in the city of Thebes from the battle of Chaeronea (Welles 2017b). It took three days for Alexander to prepare for a siege after he had received the news of the revolt (Welles 2017b). Alexander had to order his reserve troops to join the battle as the Thebans were not tiring from the battle yet his own men began to grow weak (Welles 2017b). Diodorus gives the figure that by the end of the siege more than six thousand Thebans had died and Alexander buried over five hundred Macedonians (Welles 2017b) 

334 BC: Battle of Granicus happened in May at the river Granicus (Heckel and Tritle 2009 p.x). the river lies in north western Turkey (Lendering 2015). The Persian king Darius II did not show up for this (Lendering 2015). This was the first major battle between Persian and Macedonian forces for the Macedonians on enemy soil (Matthews 2017b). During this battle Alexander nearly lost his life (Matthews 2017b). The main ancient sources we have for this battle come from Diodorus Siculus and Plutarch’s Life of Alexander, though the best account comes from Arrian’s Anabasis (Matthews 2017b). 

333 BC: Battle of Issus happened in Cilicia in November (Heckel and Tritle 2009 p.x). This battle was between Macedonia and the Persian empire, Alexander the Great defeated Darius III Codomannus (Lendering 2017d). Diodorus of Sicily describes Darius retreat which can be seen as a defining moment of the battle (Welles 2017a). Darius retreat is also depicted on the Alexander mosaic. Diodorus’ account clearly details the scene of the moment which Darius decided to save his own life and remove himself from the battle (Welles 2017a 17.34.6). Polybius also describes this battle in his Histories (Shuckburgh 1962a). 

332 BC: Battle of Gaza lasted from September to November in 332 BC (Heckel and Tritle 2009). After three unsuccessful attempts Alexander was able to capture the city of Gaza using siege engines that had been employed at Tyre (Bernskoetter 2015). Some modern scholarship has said that the battle of Gaza was a highly important battle that changed history (Tucker 2011 p.ix). 

331 BC: Visit to shrine of Ammon, where Alexander consults the oracle at the Siwah oasis (Heckel and Tritle 2009 p.x). the shrine of Ammon became famous after this visit by Alexander (Lendering 2015). Although it is unknown what Alexander said to the oracle and hat his reply was, it is clear Alexander began to think of himself as the son of Ammon (Austin 2016a). Arrian describes the events of Alexander’s visit to Siwah in his Anabasis (Austin 2016a 3.3-4). It may have been Alexander’s belief in himself as a living Greek hero that inspired him to visit the oracle as Perseus and Heracles had been said to have consulted it (Austin 2016a 3.3.1). 

331 BC: Battle of Gaugamela was on the 1st of October 331 BC (Heckel and Tritle 2009).  This was the final battle in which Alexander the Great defeated Darius III and his Persian empire (Matthews 2017a). Alexander’s army was greatly outnumbered by the Persian army, however Alexander’s leadership carried his own men (Matthews 2017a). 
330 BC: Sack of Persepolis was around April/May 330 BC during which Alexander burned the palace and then departed for Media (Heckel and Tritle 2009). Persepolis was the capital of the Achaemenid Empire. The palace of Xerxes appears to have been a main point of the sack as it as one of the most damaged buildings  (Austin 2017a). It is possible that this was Alexander’s men’s revenge for the destruction of Athens in 480 BC (Austin 2017a). The main account of the sack of Persepolis comes from Diodorus of Sicily’s Library of World History (Austin 2017a). Alexander gave Persepolis to his men as a gift to do plunder, all except the palace (Austin 2017a). 

326 BC: Battle with Porus (Battle of Hydaspes) was in May against Porus. The battle took place along the edge of the river Hydaspes in India (Matthews 2017c).  Porus was the rajah of the Pauravas (Heckel and Tritle 2009) who was defeated by Alexander. Although this battle was the closest that Alexander came to being defeated (Matthews 2017c). The Battle of Hydaspes was the last battle in Alexander’s conquest of Asia. 

324 BC: Mutiny at Opio occurred  in June, which is modern day Baghdad, after which there was a banquet of reconciliation (Heckel and Tritle 2009). Alexander’s soldiers revolted due to their anger at their kings orientalism (Austin 2017b). Arrian describes the event in his Anabasis. Alexander’s attempts to impress his Macedonian troops failed and they felt that he thought them unfit for service and should return home (Austin 2017b 7.8.2). The soldiers revolt against Alexander did nothing to help them but instead inspired anger in him and increased his arrogance (Austin 2017b 7.11.1)

323 BC: Death of Alexander (the Great) happened slowly over many days of him suffering with a fever. Plutarch describes the actions of Alexander each day leading up to his death (Plutarch. Life of Alexander. 1919). All accounts of the death of Alexander are consistent that for many days beforehand he had suffered with this fever (Arrian, Anabasis, 7.25.1. 1907). Most writing on the death of alexander come from Justin’ accounts as his appear to be the most detailed (Justinus: Epitome of Pompeius Trogus. 12.15. 1853]). 

323 BC: Babylonian settlement happened in 323 BC when Alexander entered Babylon and met with a list of embassies (Diodorus Siculus. 17.113.3 1963). Alexander had been warned against entering Babylon due to the declaration of an oracle (Arrian, Anabasis, 7.8.3. 1907). Alexander entered Babylon with the intenetion to rebuild a temple of Belus (Flavius Josephus, Against Apion, BOOK I, Whiston section 35. [no date][b]).  

323/2 BC: Lamian War happened between 323-322 (Heckel and Tritle 2009) which is also called the Hellenic War (Nirala 2014b). During this war Athens lost its independence after the death of Alexander the Great (Nirala 2014b). Antipater who was the commander of Europe led this war when he learned of the death of Alexander (Thayer 1947). 

321 BC: (Partition of) Triparodeisos Philip IV succeeded in partitioning the kingdom (Palagia 2008). Only a few people that celebrated the partition have been mentioned by ancient sources (Thirlwall 1840 p.225). Ptolemy retained ownership of Egypt and Seleucus became satrapy of Babylon and Antigonus gained Susaina (Thirlwall 1840 p.225). 

321 BC: Perdiccas’ invasion of Egypt happened after Alexander’s remains were sent to Alexandria by Ptolemy (Thayer 1947b)where they remained as Perdiccas could not argue with Ptolemy (Lendering 2018b). It was clear that Perdiccas could not invade Egypt, especially with resentful soldiers who revolted against him and his harsh regime (Lendering 2018b)

319: Death of Antipater happened in 319 BC (Heckel and Tritle 2009). While in Macedonia Antipater got an illness that in old age can be made fatal (Thayer 1947c). Before his death Antipater appointed his son Polyerchon as guardian of the kings and well as general with full powers and his second son as second in charge (Austin 2016b). The news of the death of Antipater caused there to be rumours of uprising across Asia (Austin 2016b). 

316 BC: The death of Olympias, Alexander’s mother (Heckel and Tritle 2009).

316 BC: Death of Eumenes was in 316 BC after he was put to death by Antigonus (Langhorne and Langhorne 1770c). Before being put to death Antigonus could not have Eumenes in his presence ad they had previously had friendly connections (Langhorne and Langhorne 1770). It was ordered that Eumenes would be given no food and after two or three days he began to weaken, when this happened Antigonus ordered for an executioner. Antigonus declared that Eumenes was burned so that his ashes could be returned to his wife and children in a silver urn (Langhorne and Langhorne 1770c).  

312 BC: Battle of Gaza happened in Syria (Thayer 1954a). This battle happened eleven years after the death of Alexander (Whinston 1737a). During the battle Ptolemy I defeats Demetrius I of Macedon (Thayer 1954a). The location of this battle was good as it was wide and easy for the troops to manoeuvre themselves (Devine 1984). The battle is given in great detail by Diodorus of Demetrius order to battle (Devine 1984). 

310 BC: Death of Roxane and Alexander IV died at Amphipolis (Heckel and Tritle 2009).  Cassander ordered the guard Glaucias to murder Alexander and his mother Roxane before he came of age and claimed the kingdom (Thayer 1954b). Cassander feared that the people of Macedonia would call Alexander IV to the throne in the name of his father, and therefore took matters into his own hands to ensure that this would not happen and that he himself could be king (Watson 1853a). 

306 BC: Antigonus and Demetrius declared kings for the first time. They both wore diadems and dressed in clothing fit for a king (Langhorne and Langhorne 1770a 17.2). It was originally Antigonus that was declared king but his allowed Demetrius to assume the same title and rank (Thayer 1954c 20.53.2)

301 BC: Battle of Ipsus was in 301 BC (Heckel and Tritle 2009). Antigonus the one-eyed died at this battle (Heckel and Tritle 2009). Antigonus was killed by Seleucus and Lysimachus. Demetrius was advised to go into the battle through a dream of Alexander wearing armour (Langhorne and Langhorne 1770b). At the start of the battle Antigonus prayed either for victory or to die before the day was over (Langhorne and Langhorne 1770b)

285 BC: Accession of Ptolemy II happened in 285 BC and his reign lasted 283-246 BC (Heinen 2014). However according Eusebius his accession fell between the summer of 279 to the summer of 278 (Collins 2000 p.32). Due to the margin of error it is difficult to say exactly when Ptolemy II became king (Collins 2000). 

279 BC: Galatian Invasion as lead by Cambaules into Thrace, however he realised that there was so few of them that they were no match for the Greeks (Jones and Ormerod 1918 10.19.4). With their second attempt the Gauls increased their army and split it into three parts, each going into a different country (Jones and Ormerod 1918 10.19.4). a section of this army set out for Italy and burnt Rome (Watson 1853b 24.4)

260 BC: Second Syrian War (260-253 BC) was a collection of conflicts between the Seleucid and Ptolemaic empires (van de Giessen 2017). The area which these conflicts took place are now Israel, Palestine territories, Lebanon and southern Syria (van de Giessen 2017). 

246 BC: During the Third Syrian War or Laocidean War (Hazel 2002 p.141) (246-241) the Seleucids were invaded by Ptolemy II (Bunson 2014 p.41). the war was names after the city that Antiochus founded after (Hazel 2002 p.141)Antiochus was sent to become the ruler of Asia Minor (Bunson 2014 p.41) the presence of  Antiochus’ troops brought peace to the Seleucids instead of war and together the joint forces invaded Asia Minor (Bunson 2014 p.41)

245 BC: Bactrian invasion began when a satrap of Parthia revolted from the king Seleucus II Callinicus (Lendering 2017a). This resulted in the Greeks and Macedonians being cut off from the west a forming their own kingdom (Lendering 2017a). The independent kingdom was founded by a man named Diodotus (Gaur 2015). 

238 BC: Parthian independence was achieved when the head of the Parni became Seleucid governor of Parthia and declared independence by taking over from local chiefs making himself the king (Kingfisher 2004 p.74). They maintained the original Parthian way of doing things instead of inventing their own new system, they did however adopt some more Persian customs (Kingfisher 2004 p.74)
222 BC: End of the Parthian Empire happened under the reign of Artabanus I who reigned from 247-211 BC (Lendering 2018a). The Parthian empire had ended up controlling most of Persia after defeating the Seleucids. I. 222 BC this changed with the revolt from a vassal king called Ardasir who captured Ctesiphon and within two years had ended the Parthian Empire. this mean the creation of the Second Persian Empire led by the Sassanis kings (Lendering 2018a). 

219 BC: Second Illyrian War consisted of the Romans restoring the power they had at the end of the first Illyrian War from ten years ago (Rickard 2008b). It was Demetrius that triggered the second Illyrian War which did not last very long and was over relatively quickly. The Romans attacked after a seven day siege and Demetrius who managed to escape took refuge with Philip V of Macedon, becoming one of his closest advisors (Rickard 2008b). Demetrius was a key part in the formation of the alliance between Philip and Hannibal which started the First Macedonian War (Rickard 2008b). it is Appian’s Illyrian Wars that are the main ancient source for modern scholarship (White 2017). 

197 BC: Battle of Cynocephali  was a battle during the second Macedonian War (200-197 BC) (Lendering 2017c). Polybius wrote the original accountof this battle which all later writings of the event maybe based upon (Hammond 1988 p.60). The Roman victory over the Macedonians was named ‘the liberation of Greece’ even though the Greeks did not understand that according to Roman law they still had obligations to the Romans for freeing them (Lendering 2017c). This misunderstanding between the Greeks and the Romans led to the sack of Corinth (Lendering 2017c). 

196 BC: Flaminius’ declaration at the Isthmian Games has a written account by Polybius (Shuckburgh 1962b 18.46). Flaminius’s speech was a declaration of those that he has freed by defeating King Philip and the Macedonians (Walsh 1996 p.334). this speech is a key presentation of Greek liberations as a form of Roman propaganda (Walsh 1996 p.334). 

188 BC: Treaty of Apameia ended the war between Rome and Antiochus III which ended any possibility of the Seleucid empire ever being able to make a claim on Asia Minor again (Rickard 2008a). The initial terms of the peace treaty were worked out in 189 BC and was formally signed at Apameia in 188 BC. This treaty saw the clarification of the borders of Asia Minor. 

168 BC: Battle of Pydna was the decisive victory in the third Macedonian War (Lendering 2017e). The battle was between the Macedonian phalanx and the Roman legion, who’s fighting formation was more versatile (Nirala 2014a). It is possible that the victory comes from many battles taking place at once across the battlefield which would break the Macedonian phalanx formation, giving the Roman legion an advantage (Lendering 2017e). 

168 BC: Antiochus IV’s Second Invasion of Egypt happened after Antiochus had secured his line of inheritance. Diodorus states that he reassured the people that his military presence did not reflect any desire to take the throne of Egypt and that his only objective was to assist Ptolemy (Thayer 1957 31.1.1). Antiochus wished to conquer Egypt without needing to go to war and take it by force (Thayer 1957 31.1.1). 

167 BC: Maccabean Revolt (167-160) was concerned with the suppression of Jewish religion (Collins 2016 p.189). Fake fighting had been mistaken for real fighting and the king decided that Judea was in revolt, thus sparking the Maccbean revolt (Collins 2016 p.189). Doran has argued that the ancient sources provide a sufficient account of the actions that took place in Judea under Antiochus IV (Collins 2016 p.189). 
146 BC: Pausanias tells us that during the sack of Corinth Diaeus threw himself into Corinth saving the men under his command which resulted in the death on himself (Pausanias, Description of Greece, 7.16.3. 1918). Almost single headedly won the glory of the Athenians (Pausanias, Description of Greece, 7.16.4. 1918). 

63 BC: Death of Milthradates was an act of suicide after his son, who conspired against him, started a rebellion (Appian, The Mithridatic Wars 22 - Livius. 2016). Pharnaces (Milthradares son) sieged the palace and Milthradates asked a Gallic soldier for help who killed him (Livy: the Periochae of Books 101-105.). As a bodyguard a night Milthradartes kept a bull, a horse and a stag (Aelian Schofield. 1959). Plutarch describes Pompey viewing the body of Milthradates and the spender of the body, he then has it sent away to Sinope (Plutarch, Pompey, chapter 42, section 3. 1917). 

31 BC: The Battle of Actium was a naval battle in which Octavian defeated Marc Antony (Lendering 2017). The writings for this battle appear to be consistent with their descriptions although the main source is Cassius Dio (Lange 2011p608). Ferrabino suggests that Antony meant to win with battle and not just get through Egypt like Kromayer’s theory states (Tarn 1931).
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