
Spoken Word is a verbal performance art. 

Spoken Word is passionate. But it’s not all about rant and 

sorrow! It can be humorous, affirmative, fun. It’s always 

meant to be memorable. 

Spoken Word poems are rooted in oral storytelling. They 

make use of the rhythmic, musical, expressive and dynamic 

qualities of speech. 

In a typical Spoken Word poem you might find some or all of 

these: 

                                 Repetition 

                                 Rhyme  

                                 Wordplay 

                                 Improvisation 

                                 Intense delivery 

                                 Physical gestures 

                                 Exaggerated facial expression 

                                 Eye contact with the audience 

                                 Elements of jazz/hip-hop/folk   music/ 

                                 theatre/rap/rock/blues/dance/movement 

                                 Themes of social justice, politics, race,  

                                 gender. Community 

                                 It is an art of the body as well as speech! 

 


