ACTIVITY – Identifying arguments in a piece of writing
(adapted from Barrow, C., and Westrup, R. 2019)

	
Teachers, like all individuals, exercise a great deal of informal categorisation or labelling. A teacher may for example, note those learners that need additional help, those learners who are inattentive, those learners who are particularly keen, and so on. Each teacher may have a different set of informal categories and may apply them in a different way. At one end of the continuum these informal categories or ‘labels’ may be private to the teacher, and not shared with others. But even at this level, they may well influence how a teacher responds to a given child and influence their future perceptions of the child. At the next level, the teacher may more explicitly convey their categorisation to the child or children in question or may share these labels with other teachers. A number of dyslexic children and older students are quite clear that some teachers call them ‘lazy’, ‘stupid’ or idiots (Riddick, 2010). Many teachers, in contrast, use largely helpful or constructive categories that enable them to target their teaching more effectively.

Source: Riddick, B. (2012) ‘Labelling learners with ‘SEND’: The good, the bad and the ugly’, in Armstrong, D. and Squires, G. (eds) Contemporary Issues in Special Educational Needs. Berkshire: Oxford University Press and McGraw-Hill Education, p.25-26.




· Can you identify one argument FOR labelling children with SEND?
· Can you identify one argument AGAINST labelling children with SEND?
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